we May be pirepared to pat forth apecidl efforts for the up-builds
_ ing of allthe ehurches represented 1n this A fsociation,*in righte-

pusness aud true holiness,” and in an extensive and general revi-

val of the work of God. :
While we have ocgasion to look up to Heaven in gratitude of
heart for the increase of numbers and graces which have charac-
terized sone of the churches in this Assotiation during the past
rear, yet, congidered as a whole, it is to be feared that we are not
in such'a condition of religious prosperity 88 tught to distingulsty
8 le so highly exalted as ourselves, in point of priveleges an
opportunities for usefulness.
us far, ever since the day of Penticost, the Buptists have,
under God, been Jargely indebted to Revivals of Religion for
whatever of individual and associated prosperity has attended
them. In every place, wherever they have ‘hitherto obtained &
staading and a name; it has been the result of the Revival of the
work of God. “As a people, to the praise of God be it
ken, they have ever cherished a love jfor and * parti-
vipated in the spirit of Revivals, o that if the en-
tive history of the Baptists gould be fully written out, it will bea
history cf continuous ‘Revivals, from about the year of our Lord 33,
to the year ot our Lord, 1858, True, there ave been seasons of
declensior and heart-wanderings fg:m God. But never, in all
their history, have they been suffered to decline in any commu-
ity of which we have heard, so far, as to ignore the spirit of revi-
vas. Nol no! When here and there, for the sins we have com-
mitted, the Alnighty has in o little wrath hid His face from us
for a moment.” His everlasting kindness has soon poured in
upion us, and His own work has been revived in His own timzand
way. Many times, during the past, in different sectioss, has Ged
‘to “hide his face from us,” but soon, ‘with great merciés
has he fnhered us; And these gathericg seasons have general-
ly,—1 dom’t know but intruth I may say—invariably, been in the
midst and by means of Revivals.
But it may not be improper to raise the question in this con-
nection. What have been the leading and most strongly marked
sristics in thee€ sevivals of religion among the Baptists,
. during the past? 1 answer.—Deep self-abasement, heart bro-
kenness in the sight of God and man ; earnest fastings and pray-
pre; the unshrinking presentation and mpi)lication of the great
doctrinal and practica truths of the gospel; relating to the sing
ners heart, and conscienee, and lite, being all sinful; and dange-
rous, and gemucti’ve. His utter inability to save himself; his
und ruined condition; the absolute necessity of regeneration
chich has its only life and manitestations by the Soverelgn Spi-
#it of the Almighty, begetting within the humaa soul g living
fyith in the atoning merits of 4 crucified Redeemer ; making sals
vation, “ by greee though faith;” i ;ing thesouls of the redeemt:
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