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Bridgewater and the Baptists of Lunen-
burg County.

The editor of this journal had the privilege of at
tending the recent meeting of the Nova Scotia Cen-
tral Association at Bridgewater, and as he had not

reviously visited that part of the country, the occa-
ion was to him one of unusual interest. Bridge-
water is reached from St. John by the Bay of Fundy
Steamer and the D. A. R. and N. S. Central Rail-
The junction of the two roads is at Middle-
ton, and a run thence of 56 miles, occupying about
hours, brought us about 6 o’clock p. m. to
Bridgewater, were most kindly enter-
tained at the beantiful home of Robert Dawson,
I‘sq. Mr, and Mrs. Dawson are faithful supporters
f the Presbyterian cause in Bridgewater, but they
ould not have bestowed upon members of their own
church a more graclous hospitality than that which
was received at their hands by the pastor of the
Windsor church and the aforesaid editor. The
editor was a day late for the Association, but that
enabled him to escape a tremendous rain storm
which overtook the delegates who travelled on
['hursday, and also to see the country between Mid-
lleton and Bridgewater under a sunny sky. A con-
iderable part of the way the railway runs through
ilderness lands, but traverses several fine settle-
nents, the principal of which are Nictaux, Spring-
cld and New Germany. Much of the land is fer-
¢, though for the most part too rocky to be very
ttractive to the agriculturist. But in the sections
entioned and others’there is much good land and
Much of the country ap-
wars to be well adapted to orcharding, and there
1 be no doubt that I.unenburg has large possibil-
in the line of fruit culture yet undeveloped.

he scenery is pleasantly diversified. There are
ne fine lakes along the way and the river in-
cases in volume and breadth as Bridgewater is ap-
liveryone has heardjof the lumber in
wtry of the La Have. This Iindustry centres at
ridgewater, and as we proceeded evidence of,the
ct was afforded by the immense quantity of logs in
1e river, and the mills at which they are to be con-
erted into lumber. The lumbering industry here
somewhat smaller in volume than in former
cars, but it is still very considerable. The Davi
m's are now, as formerly, the principal manufact
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Bridgewater Is very pleasantly situated on the
anks of the L.a Have, principally on the west bank,
thout twelve miles the river’s mouth. The

iil down the river or the drive along its banks is
very delightful.. It is ¥n incorporated town of about

00 inhabitants, with six churches representing as
many denominations. There are Roman Catholics,
Lutherans, Methodists, Presbyterians, Episcopalians
ind Baptists. The town is just introducing a water
1nd sewerage system at an expense of about $50,000.
Bridgewater now has regular steamboat communica-
tion with Halifax, and railway communication with

lahone Bay and Lunenburg, while the Central Ry.
Uso puts it in touch with the D. A. R. and other
railway systems of the Continent. The completion
of the projected South Shore line will bring Bridge-
water as well as Lunenburg and other South Shore
towns into easy communication with Halifax and
with one another. -The trade of quite a wide district
f country centres at Bridgewatet, a fact that is in-
licated by the large number of carrlages and
vehicles of ‘various kinds disposed along the prin

ipal business street of the town on a Saturday.

In the early history of Lunenburg county there
was a considerable immigration of Germans and
Swiss, and, as many family names indicate, the
present population of the county is In no small
measure ¢ d of their d dants. The Ger-
man element is however stronger in some other

from

parts of tke county than

early

in Bridgewater.
most part
But the names on our church books bear evidence to
the fact that many of their descendants are now
numbered with the Baptists.
man ancestry are also to be found connected with
other evangelical The Lutherans -are
however, still quite numerous in some parts of the
county. In 1880, when they celebrated in Lunen
burg town the three hundred and. fiftieth presenta-
tion of the Augsburg Confession before Charles \
one of the speakers stated that the church had 1,506
communicants in the county and claimed a ILuther

settlers were for the

Many families of Ger-

churches.

an population of 5,000.

The Baptist cause in Lunenburg county has had
an interesting Its beginnings
nected with the labors of Joseph Dimock, whose
name is held in honored remembrance as a
beautiful spirit, a faithful minister of
and one of the fathers of the
in these Provinces. In 1788 a church was organ-
ized at Chester, ‘' upon the < open
plan,” and of this church Joseph Dimock became
pastor in 1793. {In 1811 the Che:ter church, with
those at Halifax, Wilmot and Springfield, was ad
mitted into the Baptist Association. In 1814, ‘the
Association met at Chester. The Chester church,
and the old Lunenburg church, organized at North-
west, in 1812, are the parent Baptist interests of the
county, and largely through the iufluence which
went forth from them . the other Baptist churches
have been established. There are now ten Baptist
churches in the county, and the census of 1891 gave
the Baptist population of Lunenburg as 5,584.

The Baptist church at Bridgewater, was first or-
ganized in 1837, and was reorganized in 1848 with a
membership of only 1j. Services were for a time
held in a hall, but in 1854, the then little band pur
chased a houge which had been erected
house of worship, by the
palians and Lutherans
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This church has recently

undergone great Improvements. It has been re

floored and reseated,
for the

maln audience room, for
tistery has been put in I'hese improvement
have cost some $2, 000, make the house highly ot
tractive and comforfable and very satisfactorily meet
the needs of the congregation. Adjoining the chureh
is the parsonage, a very pleasant and comfortable
home for the pastor and his family. = We were grati
fied to hear Pastor Freeman and his wife spoken of
in the highest terms both by their own people and
by those of other denominations. We judge that
the Bridgewater pastor is a wise and faithful minis
ter who is serving his own church and the cause of
God generally in his community with a single
hearted purpose and a large measure of success
Among the Baptist pastors of Lunenburg county
are Revs. H. B. Smith at New Germany

an addition has been made to

the rear choir and a wing, adjoining the

a school room, and a bap
which

Josiah

Webb at New Canada, Asaph Whitman at New
Ross, W. B. Bezanson at Mahone, R. O. Morse at

Chester, M. B. Whitman at Chester Basin. H. S
Erb at Lunenburg town and J. A. Porter at Tancook
It will then be seen that the Baptist cause in the
country {8 well served and the churches, we believe
are enjoying a fair degree of prosperity

While we recognize the value of the men who are
now bearing the burden and heat of the day. we
must not forget the veterans who have so faithfully
served the cause in the past, the fruisé of whose
labors are now beiug reapkd. We were pleased to
meet at Bridgewater our “ésteemed brother in‘ the
ministry, Rev. Stephen March, who has given more
than thirty years of faithful and efficient service to
the Baptist cause in Bridgewater and vicinity, and
who having grown grey and worn in the service, is
now spending the evening of his days with one ot
his sons in the - neighborhood of the town. Mr.
March told the congregation on the Sunday morn
ing of the Association that the day was the fortieth
anniversary of that on which he had first entered
upon his work as pastor there. Our brother is fecl-
ing the stress of years and of recent illness, but he
still preaches, as occasion offers, the gospel of the
grace of God, which for so many years ,it has been
his delight to proclaim.
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The editor's first visit to Lunenburg County was
of so pleasant a character that he hopes to be per
mitted some day to go back and extend his acquaint
ance,

S N

Speaking of some things which Acadia Seminary
should have, Principal DeWolfe, in his address at the
Central Association, spoke of the need that existed for a
number of scholarships for the assistance of young women
who are possessed of superior ability, but who -are not
financially in a position to avail themselves of the ad-
vintages of the school." This is an important suggestion.
Necessarily the cost of an gducation at the Seminary ex-
cludes many young women who have naturally endow-
ments of a high order and who would make excellent use
of an education. It is dounbtful if the Baptist denomina-
tion in these Provinces could invest §.0,000 or $20,000
more wisely than in the endowment of scholarships to
assist young women of that class to.take the course at
A cadia.

—In spite of the savage “and lawless severity with
which in the Southern States the crimes of negroes
against white women are punished, those crimes continue
to be perpetrated, and the consequent lynchings appear
to grow more brutal and fiendish in the torture and death
iuflicted upon the wretches who are guilty of, or who at
least are charged with, those outrages. However deserv-
ing the wretched victim of the lynching may be of all
that is inflicted upon him, the effect upon the mob of
men and women witnessing and gloating ovet his suffer-
ings cannot but be in the last degree debasing. It is
well that some of the leaders in society and government
in the South are alive to the injustice and brutal'zing
effect, of mob law. Governor Aycock of North Carolina,
has recently offered a large reward for the arrest of per-
sons who have taken part in lynchings, and there is said
to be a fund of $40 000 available for this purpose. The
Governor has also’ shown a disposition to befriend the
negroes by taking a firmn stand against the propos made
in the I.egislature of the State to divide the school funds
50 that the negroes should get only - the benefit of the
school taxes pald by the members of their own race, In
both these matters, says the the Governor's at
titude in favor of the rights of the

of the

negroes is au attitude
The iym"lht“ of
ymparably more dgfgrading to the

in favor honor of the whites

negroes s in

race which inflicts than tothe one which suffers the

wron Aud the starvation of the negro pablic schouls

would In the long run create negro clase schools which

would educate  in the negroes the very apirit the South

wishes to eradicate ndeed the closed school houses

would, from the very outsel, prove the most eflective of
all educators tu this apleit.  Governor Aycock's position
therefore, s not merely that of Lumanity bhut of states
mauship as well <

The “Away from Rom moveniant in Aunsteln has
resulted, it ls said, {n the transferenca of somis twenty

five thousand persons from the Romasa Cathp iv chureh

to Protestantism, and the agitation is still active Oae
of the resultaof this agliation (s & counnter movemant

the watchword of which s Away from the Middle
Ages It recogn s the inferlority of the Austrian
clergy and the noa-progressive character of the R man
Catholic church as reason for the movemeits towards
Protestantism, The and alm of the Away
from the Middle Agea agltation has found volee in »
hoaok by Professor B erhacdt of the University of Vienna

which discnsses Catholicism and the Twentieth Century
The trend

of this agitation is not towurd Protestantism, at least it

in the Light of Iicclesiastical Davelopment
is not consciously or professedly so. The purpose of
Professsr Iiherhardt's book is said to bs rather to elevate
Cutholicism to a higher and more spiritusl state by re
storing it to the condition of a purely spiritual church, It
is held that the church should rid itself of the embar-
rassments in which-it is involved through the attempt to
exercise contral in mattera of state, society, sclence,
literature, etc , and then by its inherent truth its doc-
trines would become in the modern world living realities
and the triumphs of the church would be greater than
ever. Such a reformation wonld of course leave much
to be desired in the eyes of evangelical Protestants, but it
is an indication that there are forcesin the church which
have grown restive under the trammels of Ultramontan-
ism and are pressing for spiritual liberty.




