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ST. JOHN, N. B, SATURDAY FEBRUARY 23, 1907

C. W. MORSE, THE SHIPPING KING. AND
THE STEAMSHIP LINES HE NOW CONTROLS THE BOERS ARE AT THEIR 

0L0 TRICKS IN AFRICA
CONDEMNED MURDERER NOW 

IN HONORABLE POSITION <
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Portland - ’ British Settlers Annoyed Just as They Were Before the War, 

nd Seemingly They Have No Remedy—Natives 
are Becoming Very Independent

Poor Seed Supplied by Government Resulted in Failure ot 
Irish Crops—The Year’s Linen Trade Was 

Exceptionally Good
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during the year just closed buildings to 
the value of nearly $6,250,000, or about 
three times as much as Cape Tout» 
which Is a city of greater proportions. 
But large as the Johannesburg figure 
is it tells in reality a tale of distress, 
for in 1803-4 the new buildings of the 
town aggregated $11,000,000 in value. 
These two constitute a "boom" period 
but the building trade is still organized 
on the scale which they represent, and 
the sudden fall of building operations 
to one-half of their former proper» 
portions accounts for much of the un» 
employment and suffering which ae 
present exist in Johannesburg. Trader 
experts in the colony express the opin­
ion that the Transvaal is both over»: 
staffed and overstocked.

A passenger train from Natal to Jo» 
hanneshurg was recently "held up" inr 
curious circumstances. Farmers in var­
ious parts of the Transvaal have re­
cently been much troubled by the 
plague of locusts which have done im­
mense damage to the crops in spite of 
the efforts of the government experts 
to keep down the pests by "spraying.”' 
In its progress through the Transvaal 
the train had encountered huge swarm*

h\ JOHANNESBURG, Feb. 23—The de­
predations of Boers on loyalists’ pro­
perty are not confined to the Orange 
River Colony. Generally speaking, they 
are an idle and unprogressive people, 
and resent an real improvements on 
the land which may entail the employ­
ment of more labor. When I took up 
my selection it was a bare waterless 
piece of veldt, and by hard work and 
perseverance wells were sunk and 
dams made to hold a sufficiency of 
water to Jast through the dry season. 
Things went well enough the first year. 
Then I turned the land below below 
the dams into gardens, and had to de­
cline to allow other people’s stock to 
water there. As a result I had to sta­
tion a native to watch the outlet pipes 
at night as they were being constantly 
opened, the water wasted, the crops 
below destroyed. Some $1,250 worth of 
fruit and ornamental trees were plant­
ed, but one night a herd of goats was 
turned in and practically destroyed 
the lot, together with a few acres of 
oats and wheat. The Boers strongly 
object to fencing and they were con­
tinually breaking mine down. On one 
occasion I was away at the coast, and

L*
DUBLIN, Feb. 23,—Light has Just 

been thrown on the extent of the fail­
ure of the potato crop in the West of 
Lreland at a recent meeting of the 
Leitrim County Council.

It transpired that-out of a total war­
rant representing $75,000 to be col­
lected for the services for the half-year 
the sum of $7,000 only had been lodged, 
and this was ascribed by the council 
to the almost total failure of 
staple food crop o( the poorer people.

It was stated that in many cases 
the crop was not worth the gathering.
The seed obtained from the govern­
ment had rotten in the ground, and 
was not suited to the climate of Ire­
land or its soil.

Dr. Edmond O’Meagher Condon, of 
Atchison, Kansas, will on Sunday,
March 10, unveil the Manchester’s Mar­
tyrs’ Memorial in Tipperary, 
stated that he will on that day per­
form a function and occupy a position 
to which, so far as we are aware, there 
is no parallel in history. The memor­
ial will be unveiled by a man who 
nearly forty years ago stood in the 
dock with Allen, Larkin and Gould, 
who were tried on the-same evidence, Ulster flax growers need not care be-

fglinen districts but who wishes his name 
suppressed, tells an interesting story. 
Four years ago it appears an indigen­
ous variety of 'the linen plant, plenti­
fully furnished with spines, was found 
growing in the northern part of the 
State of Matto Grosso. Since its dis­
covery persistent experiments in cross­
fertilization have taken place with the 
result that a hybrid plant with a stem 
entirely free from spines has been 
evolved, and it is claimed that the plant 
can be made to yield three 
crops every twelve months, whilst 
it is very hardy and can 
withstand the attacks of all the usual 
enemies of vegetation. Some excellent 
fibre of qualities varying from fine to 
coarse have already been procured 
and the stem is said to be rich in cel­
lulose and particularly adapted to pa­
per making. The planter who sup­
plies these details says that it they 
are borne out by the cultivation of the 
flax, such a crop may prove more pro­
fitable than the working of the gold 
mines. It is feared that this may
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make some difference to the industry 
here, though the point is made that the
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ADMIRAL CHARLES DRURY AND HIS
FIANCEE, MISS'AMY MIDDLETONTWO FRENCH LEADERS WHO HAVE AT LAST 

AGREED ON SETTLEMENT OF CHURCH OUESTION
C. W. MORSE, SHIPPING KING, BUTS ANOTHER STEAMSHIP LINE.#

The New York and Porto Rico Company, which has just been purchased by C. W. Morse, runs five boats be- 
the island and two boats between Porto Rico and New Orleans. The map shows the ports nowtween New York and

touched by the scores of boats pwacd by Mr. Morse, who practically dominates the shipping business on the Atlan-
tic- coast.
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THE POLONYI SCANDAL WHICH CAUSED 
A SENSATION IN THE AUSTRIAN COURT
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theater. Twenty-four hours later the 
sons of M. Halmos declared publicly 
that this retraction had been forced 
from their father by a sort of moral 
blackmailing, and they declared that 
they took up the accusations of their 
father and charged M. Polonyi afresh.

And the story they told was not 'a 
banal one. Three days before M. Hal-, 
mos has received the visit of his doc­
tor, Dr. Emannuel Wein, who found 
that he was in a very bad state with 
his nervous system suffering—shattered 
from insomnia. He declared that the 
excitement of the political struggle was 
\killing him, and that if he did not at 
once abandon it in three days he would 
be insane. This communication had 
Buch an effect on M. Halmos that after 
a long struggle (the discussion lasted 
till nearly midnight) he wrote and 
signed the letter of retraction. This Dr. 
Wein at once carried in the middle of 
the night to the minister of justice who 
embraced him with transports and de­
clared that he was his savior.

her German name and title is a pure 
blooded Hungarian and has long been 
regarded as one of the handsomest 
women at the Austrian court. 4Ї

VIENNA,. Feb. 23 —The scandals in 
Hungarian politics continue to worry 
the age-1 Emperor Franz Josef. 
Polonyi affair threatens to take the 
proportions of a Hungarian Panama. 
It is an outward sign of the extent to 
which Hungarian politics have under­
gone a process of degeneration.

■ downward tendency of Hungarian life 
has been very marked for the last ten 
or fifteen years. Ffiteen or twenty 
years ago the Hungarian parliament 
was made up of men of light and lead­
ing of the -country, the Andrassys, the 
Esterhazys, the Zichys, great landed 
proprietors and representatives of one 
of the proudest aristocracies in the 
world.

Certainly no parliament ever offered 
such a spectacle to the eye as that of 
Hungary unless the Duma may be 
mentioned in the same breath. Fif­
teen years ago your correspondent at­
tended for the first time the opening 
of the Reichstrath at Budapest. Nine- 
tenths of the members had turned up 
in full Magyar costume. The house 
was a mass of velvets and furs, gold 
and silver embroideries, brocades, gold- 
mounted, Jewei-hilted swords, diamond 
aigrettes and noding plumes. There 
were representatives of noble families 
present whose outfit cost $100,000 to 
$15(1,000, as they stood. Gold and Jew­
eled chains, stars and crosses set with 
brilliants and diamond-studded wea­
pons made up a truly regal scene. And 
they all wore their costumes as to the 
manner born. One did not have the 
feeling that there was anything of 
fancy dress about the affair. An 
Andrassy or an Esterhazy wears the 
national costume with the same grace 
and distinction as the McLeod or 
Lochiel wears the Scottish kilt.

The

HOW AUSTRIA'S EMPEROR 
QUIETLY SNUBBED PRUSSIA

The
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Franz Josef Ordered the Court into 

Mourning for the Queen of 
Hanover.

M
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'■'■G VIENNA, Feb. 23.—The fact that the 
Austrian Emperor ordered three weeks 
mourning for the late Queen of Han­
over, arid that he went in person to 
Gmunden for the funeral, is probably 
as near a demonstration against Prus­
sia as such an amiable monarch as 
Franz Josef would, care to go, Ten 
days mourning is the usual limit at 
the Vienna Court, and a three week’s 
period amounts to a catastrophe for 
the court purveyors and tradespeople 
in the Austrian capital. The court 
ball was countermanded and that in 
itself is a severe loss to the city. The 
number of guests at a court ball at the 
Hofburg is about 2,000. The supplies 
take Garguntuan proportions, 
venison alone ■ consists of thirty- 
five roe deer, which forms the princi­
pal item on the cold buffet. In addition 
there are sold fish (trout, salmon and 
turbot) game of all kinds, roast beef, 
pickled tongue and patie de foie gras.

These buffets are for the guests un­
der royal rank. The Arch-dukes and 
the Arch-duchesses and the members 
of the diplomatic corps and dames de 
palais have a special buffet in the tea 
room. The supper is served at little 
round tables, each flf which accommo­
date ten persons. The younger mem­
bers of the company 'drink lemonade. 
The male portion of the company 
drink white and red wine and cham­
pagne ; the latter however only in 
moderate quantities as the number of 
bottles sent up from the royal cellars 
never exceeds 500, no matter how great 
the number of guests. Unlike Emperor 
William the Austrian Emperor serves 
nothing but French champagnes. Of 
late years his colleague in Berlin serves 
the terrible liquid known as German 
sect. This is Rhine wine put through 
the champagne process. It is a terri­
ble and insidious liquid and even a 
moderate quantity spells headache of 
the worst kind the following day. In 
addition to champagne, however, port, 
sherry, Madeira and Hungarian tokay 
are also served. The tokay is not, of 
course, the famous "Imperial. Toka- 
ier" that is worth its weight in sold, 
and is only served at state banquets 
and in honor of foreign sovereigns. 
But the tokay of everyday life, as ser­
ved at the Hofburg, is good enough for 
ordinary mortals, and it has all of the 
fire and body of the great Hungarian 
national wine.

Premier Clemenceau. Г
-FRENCH MINISTERS REACH AN 

AGREEMENT. But not only did the sons of M. Hal- 
revive their father’s accusationsmos

against M. Polonyi. They accused him 
of having employed a well known tady 
of the Austrian court to act as spy on 
the Emperor and the statesmen in the 
Austrian capital, and kedj> him in­
formed of all the intrigues of the 
Viennese court. This secret agent of 
the minister of justice was Baroness 
Bela Schonberger, one of the most 
beautiful and popular members of the 

coârt.

Through the efforts of President F»l- 

lteres the cleavage between Premier 

Clemenceau and Minister of Education 

Briand has been healed. A plan ac­

ceptable to both, has been reached on 

the terms of the agreement for the 

leasing of the chuÉcb property, and this 

will be presented for ratification.

R\ BRITISH VICE ADMIRAL TO WED. îiff?
Vice Admiral Charles Drury whose 

engagement with Miss Amy Middleton 

has been announced, is well known in 

the United States. He was once com­

mander of the British squadron in the 

North Atlantic and West Indies.

SS Twelve hours 
revelations Buda- 

horrifled to 
Schonberger

; Austrian 
after 
pest 
that
attempted to commit suicide, and was 
lying between life and death from the 
effects of the morphine poisoning.
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identified by the same witnesses, con- cause nearly all the fibre used by the 
victed and tried and sentenced to death Belfast and other northern mills comes
by the same judges, but against whom Ru^a anyhow ^ an<J ^ proeega o( dlslntegratlon
the evidence, tainted from the fus ‘ make nv créât chance in began. He deemed that he owed it
was so utterly untrustworthy that he *іП not make any great change in , . .. to head an a„ressive anti-

reprieved Allen and the others Dublin. There is one feature of it, , nl3 name *° nef“ agressive anu, was reprieved. Alien aiiu ше UL11C1» . . , . . I Austrian party. At the same time the
declared solemnly that they had not e'eJ’ ]W^!e аяm V^rôminent I tone of Hungarian public iife was low-
intended to hurt Sergeant Brett Dr. noit a Httleц study, -aid a prominent ̂  The great traditlons of Hungar-
O’Meagher Condon in h.s speech from к “ae on nf ih^n?which de lan nationality were driven into
the dock at Manchester at that time The sub-section of the act which de- cround and the nushful demaro-
uttered a phrase which has since be- Anes a ’public place’, includes ’every politician tookcome historic. "I have nothing." he enclosed place (not being a public park ^ ac(f lt was7hat chan7 that brought
said, in concluding his speech, or garden) to which the public have a ^ front Heisanae-
•to regret or to take back. I restricted right of access, whether on ^Polonyi to £e £ ont. Heto an <>
can only say, ’God Save Ireland.’ Payment or otherwise’-and this a foot : “ f business keenness

. ..... . . ball ground undoubtedly is—'if at or ; a rePutatlon for Business Keenness
A important addition has just been npar every public entrance there is that sail3„ dangerously near sharp

made to the Italian collection in the consDicuous, exhlbited by the owners practice He is a good speaker and an 
national gallery of Ireland. This is a having th« control of the ' aggressive political fighter. For years
Holy Family by Jacopo Palma usually p]ac(, a notjce prohib1tlng betting ! Past hls Political enemies have accused
known as Palma Vecchio, It is an in- thp].o|n „ Appnrently a foot baI1 gr(fund him of all kinds of shady transactions,
teresting and genuine example of the become a -public place’ with- chiefly n connection with company flo-work of the Be. gam^ue arust whose f^the mea™ of Z" aet' until such tatlon. but they were never able to
rMraTeZetLes to GeorÏ- notices have been conspicuous,y dis- bring any of the charges home to him.

one in the museum catalogues. The p£JedTTl. , . ., , ..
color is charming, the composition at- ^he Hibernian bank s profits for the 
tractive and unconventional. The group half year show a s ight reduction ow­
ls seen against a landscape background ‘ng to the Increase in the Interest pay-
with a view of a small town in the dis- ment on deposits as a sequel to the in-
tanee. In the portrait gallery the latest crease in the bank rate. But the de­
acquisition Is an enamel portrait of crease-$, 5d-on a total °f $120 000 s
Thomas Moore by W. Essex after the not regarded as serious and $35,000 s
well known portrait by Sir Thomas P^ced to reserve and the usual divi-
Lawrence which was engraved by “end paid.
Messrs. Murray the publishers. The 
painting is extremely fine and delicate, 
and the portrait is an interesting addi­
tion to those of the poet already in the 
national portrait collection.

1of these insects and at one point of thv 
Journey they were so densely clustered 
on the metals that the train was com­
pelled to come to a standstill and wait 
until the line was, cleared.

All efforts to get the natives to world 
in adequate numbers on the Swaziland 
tin mines have been unsuccessful, and 
the reason why appears from an inci­
dent of recent occurrence. Two "boys” 
living on a farm in the immediate 
neighborhood of a promising new pros­
pect were asked to come to work and 
their reply was to the effect that they 
did not need to work any more for a 
year. Inquiries elicited that they had 
four months’ employment at the minea 
at Pilgram’s Rest, and during that 
time had not only saved enough money 
to pay their hut tax, but sufficient to 
pay two Dutchmen well for ploughing 
their land while they lazily looked on. 
Having sown the ground with mealies 
they expected to get a crop that would 
last them for ahother twelve months. 
At the end of that time it is believed 
they will be ready to consider the idea 
of doing some more work.

A story is told in Swaziland illustra­
tive of the impudence of some of the 
South African natives. A “boy” from 
one of the kraals near Emlekelwctn 
strolled casually Into the kitchen of 
Mr. Mordaunt,.who keeps a local store, 
took down a frying pan,placed it on the 
fire, and proceeded to cook 
some
proceeded very far when Mr. Mordaunt 
appeared. He not unnaturally took 
away hls frying pan and requested the 
visitor to depart. The latter walked 
out of the kitchen as coolly as he had 
come in and strolled round to the store, 
where he found Mrs. Mordaunt. Then 
he gave expression to the contempt he 
felt at the action of the owner of tne 
premises and assured her that her hus­
band was “no good.’

on my return about 150 posts had been 
uprooted and apparently taken for 
firewood. The natives live in terror of 
the Dutch farmers'and will not "give 
them away” even if they know the cul­
prits.

"Having no fences themselves the 
Boers allow their stock to graze any­
where during the winter. I go in 
largely for cultivation and a qaantity 
of maize stalks and roots are left for 
my cattle. My neighbors take good 
care that their beasts have their share 
of these on which they thrive better 
than on the dried up veldt grass. If I 
suggest that they should pay for the 
feeding they laugh and say that 
mine can eat on their lands if I like. 
As a rule they plough about twenty 
or thirty acres—just sufficient to keep 
them through the winter—and half a 
dozen oxen could eat all there is on 
their lands in a couple of days. Even 
growing crops are not safe and I have 
at times lost more through neighbors’ 
stock than through locusts; otherwise 
they disappear with lightning like rap­
idity. Even small stock left out to 
graze in the night are not safe, and 
continual complaints are made or ten 
or a dozen lost. I sank a good well 
but some one took the covering away 
and filled up the hole during my ab­
sence, and the only xvater left was a 
few stagnant pools which .undoubtedly 
cause a great deal of the plagues to 
which animals are subject in South 
Africa. It Is no use complaining to 
the resident magistrate or police as the 
former says 'we must conciliate the 
Boers, and the latter are too lazy to 

evil doers, bt&ck or white, and 
grumble if asked to do anything. A 
good, many of the settlers are getting 
‘fed up’ with this sort of a thing, and 
if it goes on many will give up their

The flood-gates of revelations were 
opened, and all kinds of scandal­

ous things began to appear. It was al­
leged that M. Polonyi had been Baron 
Schonberger’s advocate, and after he 
became minister he had gone to Vien­
na to see her. He proposed that she 
should act as his secret agent at the 
Austrian court, and should make re­
ports to him regarding the Emperor, 
the ministers and the court generally. 
She was never to put anything in writ­
ing, but was to come each time to 
Budapest to report by word of mouth. 
For this two Hungarian noblemen 
would advance, said M. Polonyi, 50,000 
kronen to cover her expanses. Baron- 

Schonberger maintains that 
fulfilled her share of the contract, and 
she further declares she knows the 50,- 
000 kronen were paid over to M. Pol­
onyi, but she - never received a single 
kreutzer.

M. Polonyi had, however, written 
her certain compromising letters which 
he desired to get back. He gave her 
a re’ndezvous at Budapesth and re­
quested her to hand them over. This 
she refused to do. She would not even 
tell him where they were, except that 
they were neither in her house nor in 
the bank. "Then they are on 
person,” exclaimed the minister, and 
before she knew where she was he had 
seized her, thrown her down on the 
sofa and had commenced to search for 
the Incriminating 
baroness resisted with all her strength 
and eventually shook him off. Seeing 
he had gone too far, M. Palonyl at­
tempted to excuse himself. The bar- 
onesSs, however, refused all apologies. 
Some time later she tried to lodge a 
charge with the criminal authorities. 
But the subordinates of the all-pow­
erful minister of Justice refused to take 

action. The bareness in spite of

Then came the advent of Franz Kos-
now

the

his

sheess

It required the Halmos scandal to 
bring things to a head. M. Halmos is 
a member of the Reichstag and was 
formerly member of Budapest. There­
fore charges from a such a quarter 
could hardly be Ignored. He declared 
that M. Polonyi as minister of justice 
had misused his office for his personal 
advancement, and trafficked in hls in­
fluence as member of the cabinet. At your
first M. Polonyi tried to treat the ac­
cusations with silent contempt, but 
the scandal took such proportions that 
he was forced to take legal proceed­
ings. Then came the day of fate. Three 
days later M. Polonyi read a letter in 

in which M. Hal- 
withdrew

himself
mealies. The operation had not

Thedocuments.ENGLEWOOD, N. J., Feb. 22—Israel 
Whitney Lyon, the tooth powder man­
ufacturer, died suddenly 4 today from 
pneumonia. He was 81 years old. He 
was born in Needham, Mass. His

The report of this year’s linen trade 
In Belfast and Ulster has been excep­
tionally good. Unfortunately, however, 
notwithstanding the efforts of the ag­
ricultural department it does not indi- ; fathev, Lemuel Lyon, went to Califor-
eate any advance in the growing of flax nj,' ,n ш9 apd in the adlnlnlstration «on ministry which was seriously 
in the northern province. In this con- menaced by the charges against one of

^ nectlon a planter from Brazil who has , of President Grant, was consul genial itg moet influential members seemed 
just been visiting the north of Ireland j at Yokohama. safe. Then came the second coup de

the Reichstag 
mas formally 
the charges he had made against the 
minister of Justice. His partisans 
cheered him to the echo and the coall-

LONDON, Feb. 22.—Hon. S. C. Hy­
man was unanimously chosen by a mass trace 
meeting of Liberals last night In Hy­
man Hall, as their candidate for the 
forthcoming by-election.
Gibbons announced that Mr. Hyman 
would not be able to take part in the holidays.”
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Chairman V
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Johannesburg has added to its assetselection.any
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