.- Rydraulic men and miners.
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The Budget
Speech

The Finance Minister Elaborates
the Estimates in a Brief
Address.

The Cassiar Members Anxious to
Have Atlin Difficulties
Adjusted.

Over Half of the Appropriations
Passed the Legislature Be-
fore Midnight.

.

A Tilt Between Messrs. Prentice
and McInnes--End in
Sight.

——

Thursday; August 16,

The. feature of this afternoon’s pro-
ecedings in ‘the House was the budget
speeeh of the Finance Minister, and the
!nct that evening sessions were com-
menced. The speech itself,was, brief and
not markéd by any announcement of im-
poitince, o

Prayers were read by Bev. Rural Dean
Béirber; S £ ER

Mr, lEt l;ncken r%p orted for, Lhe pml;l é
bills" committee. ~ This tavor athe A

aat-Caledonia  ent mse, an was ‘ad-
lc?ted. The. %me :g-) receiving. r?;)orts
0 tlns comxmttee was then extended
ten days from date.
h e re rtnttherw ittee
wag‘ qntggorn,ble 1o t%g (iulk it Pas
N vxgahogx & Railway QQ:' o the

that it was not desira lé_in the
mterests of the province that such char-
ters be granted,

ﬁr Pooley moyed -that the report be
received, which was carri

“Another report from the same commit-
tee favored the KamloopsoAthn Railway
Co. bill.  This was also adopted.

" Hon. Mr. Eberts introduced his 1ill to
amend the Licensing Act, which was re-
ceived and read a first time.

Mr, Houston’s bill amending the Wa-
ter. Clauses Act was also received.

Hon, Mr. McBride introduced a bill to
1efieve the volunteers of this province
serving in South Africa from the regi-
Iations of the Mining Act, which would
affect their claims, while absent in the
service of their country The bill was
received and read .a first time.

Mr, Clifford moved for copies of all
complaints made by people in Atlin dis-
trict against government officials there,
ginmee 1st January, 1898, and the answers
given by the government thereto,

In doing so he explained that he wish-
ed to draw the attention of the members
and the government to a large number of
eomplaints - which had reached him from
It was urged
that Commissioner Grahame and other
officials unduly  favored the hydraulic
miners. Blanketing creeks was. one of the
evils corfiplained of. Under this system
if a creek claim was not represented on
_epening day it became part of the bench
elaims which flanked it. The miners
hold - that this should, if unrepresented,
revert to the Crown. Mr. Grahame was
an efficient, upright and honorable man,
and it was unfair not to straighten out
the matter so as to relieve him from the
fmputation of favoritism.

The speaker asked the.government to
empower Mr. Justice Martin to hold a
eourt of enquiry, The miners had found
the country and they shou.. —.ve prior-
ity over the hydraulic men in such a
dispute.

He also asked the government to carry
ont to the Ietter the order forbidding
government officials holding mineral
elaims or participating in -anw-benefits
therefrom. = He believed that some of
ihe officials did hold such claims. Tt was
frequently asserted that they did, and he
believed with some truth, i

He stamped the remunerdtion tor gold
eommissioner as totally inadequate, At~
present he received only $175 a month.
while he should receive $3,500 per an-
pum, so that he would be removed from
the necessxty of - engaging in anything
else. The same applied to the recorder
znd clerks and constables.

Much of the trouble arose through hy-
draulic leases being allowed-to be taken
up the first year after the ‘discovery of
a creek. If hydraulic leases were sus-
pended for three years after*discovery it
would give the miners an opportunity to
work out the creek beds”

‘Mr. Stables confirmed the remarks of
his colleagues. He had h_ad similar repre- |
sentations from the miners.

He was not so sure of the ability of !
the gold commissioner. He knew
eases where injunctions had been issued, ‘
which tied up the country until the ar-
rival of Judge Irving, who had straight-
e¢ned the matter out. It was in the in-
terests of the country to have the mat-
ter thoroughly sifted and the originators
of these complaints should be made to
prove statements or withdraw them,

The Minister of Mines promised an in-
quiry at once. That matter was not an
entirely new one and the gcvernment
was anxious to set the matter at rest.
While admitting that there was force in
what Mr. Clifford had said in regard to
the Mining Act he could not promise that
the House could undertake these amend-
ments at once. It would be taken up by
the mining commission, which the gov-
ernment intended issuing,

He assured the members for Cassiar
that no pains would be spared: to
straighten out the difficulties which had
arisen.

Mr. Clifford asked the tollowmg ques
tion:

@) Is it the intentiop, of the, govern-
ment to enquire into the condmet .of .
M. N. Woods, stipendiary muglstrnte at
Atlin, on the 30th July last, in ‘confirm-
ing Wm Queen in jail for. alleged: con-
tempt of court? (2.) Is.it the intention of
the government to punish the deputy re-
turning officer .at: Bella' Coola. (B.
Brynildson), ‘for culpable | stupidity  in
edncelling the ' votes of ten of the élec-
tors without cause?

Mr, Eberts replied:

(1.) The Attorney-

| experience of A. W. Walkley, Esqd.,

General’'s department is making an en-
quiry into the facts in connection with
the alleged imprisonment of one Wm.
| Queen, for contempt of court. (2) Un-
fortunately, I know of no means whereby
a man may be punished for such stu-
pidity.

Mr. Gilmour asked: (1.) Was an in-
junetion issued at the- instance of the
government against the buitding of a
sawmill on Deadman’s Island? If so,
when? (2.) Isit the intention of the gov-
ernment to move in the way of with-
drawing the said injunction? If not, why
not? (3.) What action, if any, is it the
intention of the government to take with
reference to said injunction?

Hon., Mr. Eberts replied: (1.) No; an
interim injunction was issued restraining
Theo. Ludgate ffom cutting any trees or

| otherwise trespassing on said land, 16th
! May, 1899. This injunction will remain
l in force until trial of action, (2.) It is not
{ intended to remove injunction until the

question as to whether Deadman’s Is-
land, belongs to the Province or Dominion
is decided. (3.) -To proceed to trial of
the injunction action now pending.

Mr. McInnes asked the following ques- |

tions:

1. Were any complaints made concern-
ing the technical knowledge or . building
in
conhection with his services on the recon-
struction of the Victoria court house? If
so, by whom?'

2. Did the government cauwse any. in-
quiry.to be made into the technical know-
ledge or building experience of the said
A. W, Walkley.  before bhe was removed
from his position on:the reconstrunétion: o6f
the, Victoria court hoiise? If so, by whom,
and with what resuit?

3. Wihat. dées .the: goiernmeut lmow
abott: the’ technical kmowledge: or build- '
ing experiénce of the smd A. W, Wa!!{-
ley? )
Hon., My, Wells s!n‘d tliese qnesﬁoﬂs
ard ‘nbdt inorder; A8 tliéy ‘Feter t6- ques-

tidns ‘afreddy’ é:nswaeg
| TPtie House"thén' went into sf: poly.” the

Finance \Ilmster dellvenng the budget
speech.

Hon, Mz, ’l‘urn!et in fising’ sa?&- STn
moving® thlt the Hbuss' g0 ints commit-
| tee of supbly,’ I"tiltist cdll ateemtion’ fo
the fact that ‘owiig to" conam&ns thiat
have been exisHng’tor somb’ tie’ past,
" I'can hardly take ‘up ‘this' matter in ‘the
usual” way.
ledge the principle that whenw this reso-
lution is mdde, the niover; in speaklng of
the fihances of ‘the country, refers to the
public adeounts for the preced‘ing year

v comparing ' them ' with the = public” aé-

counts of the year then fo be provided
for. 0w1ug to the election that has oc-
curred in this province, and owing to
what I might ' call the extra session,
which took place early in the year, we
find ourselves in this position of having

to refer to the public accounts of the !

previous year, which ended on the 30th

of June, 1898, and which would in order |
comie up at the regular session of the :

House, which took place in February
last, Owing to certain things which oc-
curred then, the estimates were never
introduced, and the condition arose that
another year has elapsed, terminating
since the session was held in February—
that is terminating on the 30th of June,
1900. Consequently we find ourselves
face to face with the fact that we can-
not avoid very well taking up the ac-
counts terminating on the 30th of June,
1900, though at the same time they are
not actually before the House. I might !
perhaps explain, though, the reason why

the aecounts for the 30th of June, 1900, |

are not before-the House. It arises in a

great measure from the fact that at al

certain period, at the termination of the
finanecial year, an extension of time was
always given in order to get the accounts
in for that year. So that the accounts
that are furnished for actual payment |
' made up to the 31st of August go into
the previous year. This arises in a
measure from . the configuration of
the province and from the dlf.ﬁculty, the
1mpossxb1htv in some <c¢ases, of getting
in the accounts which. properly belong to
the previous year, until six weeks. or per-
haps two months after the actual ter-
mination of that year. With. this ex-
planation, I simply sa¥ that I propose,
thoigh we have not thosé account com-

pletely before us, to refer to those #c- |

counts to a certain extent, and I think
I am entitled to that from the fact that
in"reply to a question the other day .1
stated the approximate revenue and ex-
penditure to the 30th of June last year
at a certain figure.

“In referring to the estxmates, I think,
the method usually followed in all Iegxs—
latures, is to deal first with the previ-
ous year’s accounts, which, owing to the
conditions that I have pointed out, are
not altogether available. Now, if we
refer to the estimates which have been
laid on the table of the House, we find
| that the .estimates of receipts for the

! vear amounts to $1,757,239.45, whereas

the estimates on expenditure for the year
endmg 30th of June last amount to
$2218 328. Now it will be seen that
the estimated revenue is some $217,989

in excess of the amount estinmated for the-
i vear ending 30th of June last, and this

arises under several heads. T will refer

of recepits in the estimates placed before |
the House.

“The first of these is the land sales.

That is estimated at $15,000 in excess ;

of the amount ‘as made for the previous
year.
reason to believe that we can obtain
larger amounts  of payments from lands,
and it is the intention of the government
to do something ¥with regard to the pre-
emptions as an inducement for persons

who find their paymeénts in arrears, of:
which there is a very large sum, ap-°

proximating, I am  told; $1,000,000 and
interest on the.same: It is the intention
of the government, with a view of bring-
ing in some, at any rate, 033 that money,
to . make . certain concessions which I
cannot .  fully: .explain at present, bat
which will be laid before the House later
on, ~(Applause) ,I feel confident that
this will induce, certain settlers to make
Dpayments so that before the 30th of
{ June, mext we hy De, to have a substantlal
.shpw,lng from ‘Lls po xc s

t. e haye underestimated this item

‘on the Whole, but it is probably better .

g do..80 than o, overdstimate. T might
that the same app 188 to these esti-
matés all the way through. 8till * the
revennes dre, of '‘course, uncertam, ow-
% Hanging conditions id the country,
hik it very reasondble to agsume

that idstésd o increasmg 3217 000 it
wilt 'be ovef 5300000 -
“Thdér ‘the hext heﬂdmg of- ttmber'
rofalty’and Tcénsds, theré i8¢ an increake
of $10,000. ' That arises from the inten-

I. think® all' must acKno¥W- "W

I am informed that there is every .

I grant, sir,

. thgg:

tion of the government to make some
change with respect to the loyalty im-
posed on timber, which will, it is esti-
mated, increase the revenue to that ex-
tent.

“Under free miners’ certificates, there
is an increase of $5,000. That is a very
moderate increase, and is one which is
influenced by the condition of affairs in
connection with the mining industry, as
compared with previous years, I tnink
it is a very conservative estimate of the
increase under that head.

“In the item of mining receipts gener-
al there is an increase of $25,000. 1
think I need hardly say anything more
about that, which means an advanee
from some $50,000 in previous years,
than that the indications that we have
in the mining distriets seem to warrant
the assumption that we shall have that
increase of revenue,

“Referring to the receipts from the
tax on wild lands, there is an increase
of $5,000. This is based on the fact
that the government intend to go more
fully into the matter of taxas on the
wild lands, with a view of deriving a
fuller return.

“Under the head of income tax therec

is an.increase of $10,000. That arises .

from a proposed change in the assess-
ment act increasing in some cases the
tax on incomes. Of. course from $1,000
there ' will be: a different’ division of the
tax upon’ incomes,. and increasing in
i-pro;')omtmntd the amount, I may state
that it is proposed to.do this in the: way
in‘whieh I think seme members:of :the
House' have suggested thig séssion, that
is’that ' if an inéome of:$5,000 pays -1 -
per cCemnt., an-income of $5,500. shall not.
all come under the $10,000 rate; butipay .
themute up to:$5;000; and" the high~
|er raté«éon:the:exeeéss:

“Prdérithé hedd ‘¢t reverud m there
i8'an érende of $40/000. Thatis a-tax
concerning < wWhieh’ there’ ‘s’ béen con-

| s;derab@e diﬁietﬂ{y. CTti Hps' alWays béen

t in'thiy Hbuse thal thik’ tax wasnot |
s Collséted, anid -} think’ that the

| migashre Wé ifte’ ttkrlig fiow in this difee- |

“will insure’ a “better coltéction “6f.

"fn&t’ut Th' nigny’ diséricts we hitve to
| 4°880FE 67 the ‘comtmiskion s§stem i “col-
leﬁéit ing that tax, for we find st where
this’
| mueh better and works fairer to ail pat-
ties.

“Commg to the minetal tdx) theré is
“also o shight mcréase undér that héad.
o Tiave ofly estinidted $5,000 over tiat
of last vear, but as 4 inatier of faét |,
that'is a” vefy much lérrger mereasé in
! reality, because in this ‘casé I must refér
to the actual recéipts ‘of last year, and
not to the estimates of last year. The
estimated receipts for that yedr were
' $60,000, whereas it only produced $31,-
000, but it is the intention of the gov-
ernment, under certain conditions, to in-
crease that mineral tax, taking care, of
course, to- protect the small miner, so
: that it will not be an increase on him,
but will apply.itself more particularly
to the larger properties, which we feel
confident are not contributing the re-
venue to this province which they are
entitled to pay. It is absurd, ¢én the
face of it, that that tax should only pro-
due $31,000; when we turn to the ex-
penditures in connection with the min-
ing districts, it seems hardly propor-
tionate. Qf course, it is said on the
other hand that that is neot all the re-
venue we get from mining properties.
We get miners’ licenses, and mining re-
]celpts generally which are very Hirge,
but_they are not taxes at all. They are
virtually payments for a right. They
enable a- man to take possessxon of a
{ property, but a mineral tax is only a
tax on the mines direct, and this is an

| wrong hitherto in the very small
; amount. received from that source.
I “Under the head of Chinese restric-

i tion, an increase is shown of.$10,000, I
lthmk there is a very great uncertainty
i about that. Of course we know that the
tax upon the Chinese has been' largely
inereased, but I fancy that the influx of
Chinese will as ae consequence be very
much smaller.

“As to succession duties the same re-
mark applies.

“Then cbmes a very important matter.
That is the royalty tax on coak It is
estimated that this will realize $90,000.
That, of course; refers to a tax on all
the coal in the province, of five cents
per ton, and in addition to: the royalty
on coke. This means 4 tax therefore on
the total produet ‘of coal in the-province
of British Columbia.- At the same time
though we estimate this to produce. tha
sum of $90,000, yet it is not a ¢lear in-

n

other hand the coal mines _and coal min-
ing property have heen under taxation
as personal property hitherto, and’ you
cannot tax personal property and then
tax the revenue derived from that per-
sonal property. That would be dual tax-
ation. So that though this estimate ap-
pears as $90,000, on the other ‘hand it
will be seen that under the head of per-
sonal ‘property tax that estimate shows
a décrease of $20,000 from the estlm.ate
of the previous year. . Now that i8'a
little more, I think, than the actua} tax
I on the personal property of coal mines
!'brings in now, but it is apprommately

of | to these as théy appear under the head “correct, and taking these ‘together there

| is @, total increase of $90,000, ahd' there
is. a decrease against that. of $20,000,

| so that the actual increase is a little over

. $70,000.

4 recelpts, $20,000. The estimate for the
previous year, under this head, was
$30,000, But there was some specml
return at that time which estimated. a
refund from ‘the Dominion government,
so that the est}mate is actually the same
as that of the previous year.

“Now, turnmg to the estimate of ex-
! penditure; we; find an increase under
that head of $343, 595 over the previous
year. Now this increase is- first seen
under the head of civil government
(salaries) and administration of Justlce
(sa]arles) Apparently  there is ah in-
crease under these two heads of $30,000,
but as a matter of fact 'that ig hardly
an actual increase of saiaries The ac-
tual increfise; arose in this way: $20,000
wis attn‘butable to new apbomﬁnents
necessitated in the North, and 'id virl-
our pb.rts of the provinée, where récent
developments ~ have made such a step
necessary. 'The' différence between' this
sum an $30,000 was due almost entirely
to ® feturn to the amouht of salary paid
in 1808, When I 8ay retirn I may ‘éx-

employees who have béen restored to a,
‘basis much lower than that enjoyed by’
prior to 1898. .
‘Brown—You have
soma of them,

overlooked

Hon. Mr. Turner—It is possible that

sfster’ is” adoptéd it’comes ' inf very.

eelavar Y At bt T (hizt Bas Been i it 'will be admitted by the province that

creasé to the revenue, because on the’

some have been overlooked, and I may
say here what I intended to say before
in this connection, It is this. That it
is well known that the elections took
place a very short time before the meet-
ing of the House, and when the govern-
ment came in they found there was a
tremendous lot of back work on their
hands. Now when I say that I do not
at all propose to blame the previous
government. I have no doubt it arose
largely from the unsettled condition of
| affairs in the province owing to the
electicns coming on,

vince, because it is a fact that in some
of the departments there are months of

back work which have to be brought up.
Now when we came in we found these !
and we were stillg

conditions existing,
more hampered by an incessant stream

of deputations from all over the province !

seeking the attention of the govern-
ment, The government wanted to meet
the House at that time, but it was

found impossible to do- so, as the-é"m.'k i ing to-day at the last quotations.
o in
the presént case in going through the !
salaries to !

could not be brought up in time.

and as to the
which the honorable member for New
Westminster has alluded, it is possible
that there may have been some cases
where deserving persons have been over-
looked. At the same time we have en-
deavored to avoid this, and I think on
the ‘whole we have fairly considered all
those . that were entitled to this con-
sideration. \Iow, I have said: that this
expenditure is an mcrease of some $343;-

000 over that of the previous year. This’
arises, as pointed out, partly from salar-
168" but the princrpal item” of "iferease
"cormtes “under the head: -of> pbli¢ Works.

There is also a dﬂ@ﬁ;iucmse uridet; the

,0f eduncation; put doy. é{?yﬂ-}ﬁoo
26,000..

st year, but wﬁic is now
& most
This

s is &' mafter ot
consideratx’ou £or “this province.

doesl ot ﬁsﬁment the teal vost: for- edu-
i/ drtional ‘parposes. (“This only” app&%d o

| estimates,

for

| et rsdﬁané&of: Seliolit > THRS" is* thie |

‘ ‘cost “of Puildiiig - sehooll, which resehes
&' very - ¢onsiderdble aino‘uirt and: which

to'‘be'‘added ‘to  thé' cost; and’ it-is |-

m it ‘berere’ andther -sessiod, this
q gestion showld be fully considered’ and

p}En" devisdd ‘by’ Which' somié rélief can
I“be "givén ‘to~ the 'prévince in -colinection
with educational expenses. We al¥ibe-
‘Heve, T thitlk) iff esfablishing a thorough-
¥ gaod" educntxonﬁ‘l systém for this pré-
vince We want ‘to Keép “it- up to-the
foremost lines, dnd the difficulty, then,
‘1 to carry out whdt wé' wish'and ‘yet
take it in’ moderate bounds in’ connection
mth expendrture S0 as” to apporfmn it
to the ac'tual revenue of ‘the pmvmce
Because on first glance this expenditure
seems to be very much out of propor-
tion to our other expenditures. I kidow
it looks that way in comparison with
other provinces. I fancy.that as a pro-
vince we expend more than any other.
Of course we have different conditions
here owing partly to our municipal ar-
rangements. Other provinces, such as
Ontario, and I suppose Quebec, do not
show in their estimates the actual ex-
penditure in this connection for the
whole country. In our case, the total
expenditure for the whole province is
shown, and it is a matter for serious
consideration as to whether this can be
adjusted in some way so as not to bear
too hard on the people and still keep up
a thorough system of education.

“Then, as I said, a great increase oc-
curs under the heading of pubhc works,
This year the cost of this service is es-
timated at $665,323, whereas last year
it amounted to $335,698, showing an ap-
proximates increase of $300,000. I think

this is not any too large an increase in
the expenditure in that connmeetion, It
is a faet that owing, perhaps, to the en-
deavor a year ago to reduce public works
etpendltures, that many parts of the
country have been negleeted. Counse-
quently thére i a very much larger de-
mand for ordinary repairs than there
would otherwise hdve been. This lapse
in thé life of the province has not enly
éntailed the los§ ariging from the deteéri-
oratisn of 6ur pubh" ‘'works, but’ added
to, that is “the faet that they have gome
back in many instances, had Iost their
value to a certain extent, and now what
i to be done, Mr. Speaker, is to take
up the threfds dgain and start the logm
afresH. We feel, and this government
has_always felt, that it is of the utmost
importance that this province should be
opened up by $uch works as are pro-
vided for in this conmection. It is im-
possible for this country to advénee, un-
less we cdn have a large system of
roa(ls pridges, and varipus public sér-
vices, ‘through, the province, 1 will turn
later to the results, as I think, of the ex-
pendxtures on these public works, but I
think it can be admitted at once that
this. country cannot hope to increasc its
population, and its revenues, unless it
is treafed with a liberal hand.

“This -shows, however, as a final re-
sult, that the expenditure this year is
pplommately $500,000 over the esti-
mates, because on the first of July last,
we camé in ‘without money in the treas-
ury. There was a loan made last year
on which we were ufiable to rcalize, and :

“That is another item of miscellaneous

consequently we had to fall back on the
I revenue, and the revenue, as pointed out,

is some $500,000 less than the evpendl-
ture.

“Now the-ordinary way in connection
with public works and the large expen-
diture it entails is to provide that a loan
shall be raised for such works, and in’
the ordinary way there would be no
difficulty in that respect because the
province has got in such a condition that
it is known to be worthy of credit, by
those to whom we would look for loans.
But just now that is simply impossible.
It would be suicidal -to propose in this
House to pass a bill for a lean just
now, as owing to the present conditions
in the BEuropean money market a loan
would be floated with great disadyan-
tage, I think, though I.do not like to refer
to these matters, that a very great mis-
take was, made in connection with the
loan of 1899. There was an act passed

which I have no'
doubt did affect the business of the pro- |

" be. already loaded,
! pose very much any further loan being

“timre.

in 1897 or. 1898 providing for:the, bor-
rowing of a large sum.of money, paxt of ;
-which . was to be applied . for raxlwuy*
subsxdnes, and the balanee for:  public
works in . the province.. There was also |
_the remains of:the previous, loan; som'el
two or three hundred thousand pounds,[
which had -never been tully taken ug.

plain’ that there' are Somje casés of old ,

Now the mistake i 1800 was this: that,
instead of taking up the whole of the |
loan that was otgered, they took part of !
it, tor’ what reason I do’riot know, but"
I Rnbw contrary t¢ the general G‘imnon
of ﬂhanqers, bécatise it you go fori a{
ooty /it " {8 Hest. to ‘raise q fairk conﬁ!d-g
etableé amount so.{thut you are not con-

stantly going for small sums, such a
practice being prejudicial to the credit
of a country. But there is a very good
reason for that in connection with our
loans, as you know they have been taken
up by the underwriters. Now, especial-
ly in this last case, but in any case, in
the former loan as well, the underwriters
have some of this on hand, and it would
be prejudicial to seek another loan un-
der those circumstances. This was the
case in 1899, that loan being practically
a failure so far as the public was con-
cerned, as not one cent of it had been
taken by them, whereas of former loans
seventy-five per cent. was taken. I may
¢ay to-day that the last quotation of the
B. C. loan was only 93, and the under-
writers took it at 96; that is, that the
underwriters stand to lose about three
per cent. Therefore, if we went to the
market now, your underwriters would
and they would op-
raised at the present time. I was look-
that Dominion is quoted at 101, Ceylon |
at 100, and British Columbia at 93, a
seven per cent, difference between Cey-
lon and British Colymbia, whereas it
used to be four per cent. Ewven between
this province and Nova Scotia a prefer-
ence is made. Iast year it was favor-
“able to this proyvince, this year it was
unfavorable. This shows that there ‘is
something wrong in the state of Den-
‘mark’ when our loan has gone so much
out of proportion to what it was before.
For thes¢ reasons it is very evident that
it would be a very bad pdlicy to attempt
‘to “ralse a loan fér public works. In-
‘stead of that, arrangements have beén
imade’ with 'thé’ bunk,: dand the bank is
willing" to ‘allow us fo overdraw. to the
‘eRtent’ of’'our vequirements ;up. to -the

‘SO of | JHne, 100%; aid 6f course there

g ofié" a’dfumge' i that; tdo. - In a-loan
yén"hav’é ‘fo botrowa lump sunrdnd pay |

tdFast orf the while of’it; whereas in
ﬁ&m thié ey " froin the bauk-it: is
simply current. adcount, and if' you with-

draw $400,000 ‘to-da¥ .you eap pay in

L ¥y Wﬂ‘g’
”"iir%l.ft il ‘the | o -
not! Gome. £0 o .i‘?g'

$48.000. to-merrow, . mnd are
interest on; aets
interim, so that it ¢

high & rate as:the, othe’r
swe-propose to; pro rg for,: expendi- ||
ture. 1 put this, before, tﬁe Iousé be-
cange the questaon W’Jn eventutmy arise,
‘What, do you propese to do. in respect

'ﬁmt s, Why |

;to this?

“Amd" now, éoming’ to rthe:: puhﬁic debt

of ‘the provineé, I have thought it ad-
‘visable to réferito this’ matter at this
The public debt at: present, less
sinking fund; is' about $5,000,(l)0, ap-
proximately. Now, comparing that with
the public debt of 1894, -we find that the
pubhc debt at that time, less sinking
Tund, was $2,130/000, §o that there is an

increase of $3,000;000 since that year. -

In connection with that I must just
make a slight 1eference in ‘connection
with the way this money, this $3,000,-
000, has been expended I find that the
public works executed since 1894 amount
to $4,503,904. So that $3,000,000 of
this has been provided by loan, and the
difference has been taken from the rev-
enue. I do not think that is a very bad
showing for this province. I feel that
we have had a good return for that in-
vestment in public works, as I will show
later.

*“What I refer to specially are these
things. The province has got in consid-
eration of that expenditure vast assets
in the shape of railroads, because the
government has paid a considerable sum
to railroads, and there is approximately,
1 think, 600 or 1,000 miles of railway
that has been built largely through the
assistance of the government.  We have
been building railroads, public roads,
and public buildings, all over the pro-
vince. Well, these are assets against
that loan. 'These are the assets in addi-
tion to the lands of the province, so that
1 think we can claim that that expendi-
ture was a very good one.

“Tn addition te that, too, we have the
Dominion subsidy, which is coming in
yearly; $240,000 or .$300,000, which .is; a
permanent asset, and which if capital-
ized wonld ‘produée  many. millions of
dollars, which would be’ ‘placed against
loans whxch have' béen raised by - this
province. So' that the debt of this pro-
vince is not at all excessive taking into
considerdation its assets, ¢ 3

“In this conmechion T -would like to re-
fer to the value of these assets as shown
by the increasing revenue from them to
the province. Take the year 1894. The
reason: I take that year partxcular]y ‘is
ithis, that up to that date the Iiand act
wds in a! different condition, ' A large
amount of land: sales were made prior
to thuat date and .after that year they
praetieally stopped. Now the revenue

in that year was $798,5607, while the rev-

enué to the 30th. of June im. the last
public accounts was $1,509,581, an in-
crease since 1894 of ninety per ceat.
hat is clearly a good showing, it seems
to ‘me.

“The expendlture in the same mne in-
creased. In 1893 and 1894 it amounted
to -$1,514,405;  in- 1898 and 1899 it
amounted to $2,156,478, an increase of
forty-two and a half per cent., so that
while the revenue ‘increased ninety per
cent. the eXpenditure  increpsed only
forty=tivo and one-half per cent.

“Then I take another eomparison.
That is ‘with resp_ect to-the cost of run-
‘mifig - the province in: that time. 'The
expénditure for civil government admin-
istration of justice; and salaries, in 1893-
94 wis $270,200; and in 1898-:99 it was
$342,685.  So that the cost of running
has not increased at all in proportion to
the jncrease of the revenue. The increase
of the cost of administration in that
time was 17 per cent., whereas the in-
crease in the reveniie’ was 90" per cent.

¢“Under another heading I see that the
increase for education ~ between ‘those
peripdg amounted to 59 per ‘cent., outsxde
of the bldings for educational purposes
On the ot hand, the' publie works “in
that time incréedsed 92 per cefit., a'little
more than thé increase’ in ‘the revehue

| T'thidk that sééms to indicaté that tliere
{14 a ‘great’deal of life at any rafe in this

province. . Tt ahgirs 'baekbone and:showss
cleanly that the piblic workeicarriedon
it this" province have returfied a very
good result.

“If I .turn to the year in w! ch I first
came inito this’ House. in 1987, (this is
| the twelfth time, T have had the honor:
of; introdncing the budget) ,we find that

¢ revenue:was, only. $59$,d§b‘,‘ and. it
Has increased now, ag we sée‘ to | $1.700,-

That is very munch ovér 300 per
cent, in that time, I mérely turn- to’
theﬁe facts to give h little encouragement
to, the présent members.’ thotigh T think
" they hardly need it. I see the honorable

I see |

—
member f01 Kootenay smij; ng

feel confident if the member I‘MIL I
enay will consider these expe udk;l o
turey
view of the improvements made oy
own districts he will agree thy l‘l ]’
have been beneficial to the
I will come to that later on,
“Now it was stated in the House y
terday by the hon. member 1, N ,’..\
Nanaimo, in connection with gy ,f e
tion for a railway charter, that the
sent government had followed t}e I'
of a former government, that wax ¢,
courage monopolies to the detrime ;“‘ :
the.public. Well, Mr. Speaker, 1 vy "
like to have it more definitely <.,
what monopolies have been t'n:-m;;
to the detriment of the public eithep y,
the previous government or by ti..
sent one. I would like to have thy h
tleman put his finger on a monopoly 1|,
has been encouraged to the dvmnm,»
the province. Without going througl
iﬁgures at this time, 1 can state
i through the policy o0f the

they

UNIIIII\ and

ted

govern g
| preceding the last one, the affuirs o1 1) :
province have been brought up to « )
prosperity that in- 1898 this was oue p
the most prosperous provinces under i,
British government, and it stood iy
credit also as one of the highest.

courage the development of the provine.
Its policy is now to endeavor to get cyp.
ital into the proyince to build up iuduys.
tries here, to add to its population, ang
igenerally. to diffuse prosperity through.
out British Columbia. I have no doubt
that the policy. of this governmonr iy
;diametrically opposed to that of the hon
member for North Nanaimo, because the
ipolicy. of: that hon, gentleman, if pur
sued to its ful; apphcatlon, means the de-

“struction of property in this proviuce

"W hawe! had; hig resolution in respect ty
tfht, ~The poliey: of that hon. gentle
‘man’ medns the prevention of the iutr.
“daction’ btcapibal into this province and
cohwquenﬁy it is .« poliey tendm" to
Wotk ingury.to: the laboring man.’

Mr. Mclnties—*Ha, ha.”

- Hone My iTarner—“It is a policy als
m kedﬁctxon of wages. That
¢ denolmced the leader of
ﬂ{; ; Si{k’ﬂ‘ng a: policy which
eﬁrkﬂe& riéh y-whereas the Pre
nﬁer h¥eittrod deed a system of m\aunn
“by 7 hi§lowit” property will pay
$30,!)00 or '$40/000 @ year into this treas-
ur" for ‘{He bemefit of the province.
(Héar, hear))’ :

“Now, M ¥ Speaker, is that an indica-
“tion" of a policy for ‘the support of mono-
pohes" pgmt are. these gentlemen say-
‘ing? It is thé eusiest thing in the world
for men to ‘get up and declare that we
are supporting ~monopolies, but I say
that the hon. member for North Nanaimo
iy supporting monopoly, just as much or
more than the government.”

Mr. McInnes—“Don’t hit your desk,
There was. a point of order taken on that
vesterday.”

Hon. Mr. Turner—“These are the
facts. “‘They evidently affect the hon,
gentleman very  much. They are true
1f you bring labor into conflict with cap-
ital; if*you do anything to weaken the
credit of the country, thereby preventing
capital from coming in, the wages of the
laborer will fall. (Hear, hear.) He
knows  they should work together in
sympathy He knows that there is noth-
ing so good for the working man, the
artisan and mechanic of a country, as
to ‘convince the public that we have a
country which: is developing where we
have -oxpended capital for roads, and
other mieans of development, and where
the capitalist will be protected in his
investment ‘and have a chance of get-
ting a profit on his enterprise. The
workingman knows that if you can in-
duce capifal to come in that his wages
will be increased and that a greater
abundanee of employment will result.
There is no question about that. Take
capital out.of this. country to-day and
what would wages be? They would de-
cline -immediafely, ' I do not say that
the gentlemen are wilful in their policy
—that they,xeally intend to drive out
capital.and to. .diminish wages, but the
effact . iy there- just . the same. That
would :be the result of: th:},t sorg,of pro-
ceedmg” s w19e. o9lereD

Mr. Curtxs——“What sort . of , proceed-
lng?" 3
Hon. M. '],’nrner——“I say that such
8, ptoceedmg you .were speaking of

\’i{ t T ain speakinig of now
1s thls thnf. hé government is charged

with encouragmg monopohes to the de-
triment of the public. ' I say that the
govertiment of this country to-day, and
the goyernments of this country for a
nnmber. 0f years. before -the late govern
ment, followed a' policy of encour aging
the introduction, of capital, and the de
velopment of the ‘country. I can go ©
the city of the miember for \orth_ \.1.
naimo to-day and will find wages higher
than they were before.

Mr. Meélnnes—Not at all.

Hai, Mr. Turner—You can go over the
1 country anywhere in British Columbia
afig find more work and more Wages due
to - the policy of this government, al-
though eighteen months ago, a reverse
set -in under the former regime. There
is a proof that the expenditures that have
been made by thé government have been

of such a nature that there has been d
direct and steady increase in prosperitl:
in the revenue of the province.

Mr. Curtis—Bxcuse me for a moment
So far as the interior is concerned times
were perfectly good up to the 10th of
December last, when the war news and
other things aﬂ:’ecbed capital,

€ries of “Oh, oh,” and “What news?

Mr. Curtis—The reports of reverses ©

the British arms had the effect of di
turbing 'the money market in Londod.
Before that the prices of mining stocks
were never higher, for instance, $3. 90.
i Ho#t.  Mr. ‘'Turber—I demur to that
statement entirely ds incorrect. The fact
is fhat I° have; thfoligh my own business
connnections, 4 praétical knowledge of
the conditions’ of affairs in London, and
I say they fell off much. Before thit
‘there” was & brief shut-off of business
genlerally throughéut the province. The
hon. sentleman must know that.

Turnmg from that again to this sub
Ject with respect to capxtal and monopﬂl
ies, I .would. ask.again what monopolies
those gentlemen referred to? They do
not :know,

-Mcinnes—Oh, yes I do.

Hon ‘Mr. Turner—He has a great
of . poetry in his braim, I think.

* . Mr. Curtis—I might mention the Whit®
Pass railway monopoly.

' Hom; Mr. Turmer—I am not speaking
on' the White Pass railway monopol?
4 now. -

At this stage the Speaker ruled that it
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