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1.1, GALLIHER ON
INFLUX QUESTION

INTERESTING SPEECH
BY B. C. MEMBER

careful Review of Events
Leading to Negotiations
With Japan.

(Special Correspondence).

ottawa, Jan. 29.—An interesting and
Jble speech was delivered yesterday by
8 iher (Kootenay) in the course
of the discussior: in the House on the
result of Hon. R. Lemieux’s negotia-
tions with the government of Japan.
Mr. Galliher said:

Mr. Speaker, this question which we

. pow discussing has occupied the

are 3
House for a considerable time, and
there will no doubt be further discus-
son upon it. I am satisfied that the
jmportance of the subject justifies all
the time that this parliament may de-
vole to its serious consideration. It is
a question which is fraught with great
importance to the province of British
Columbia, and to my mind it is of
equal importance to the rest of the
Dominion. It is a question that is na-
tional in its character, and I am sure
that the members of this House who
have iistened to the speeches delivered
by the British Columbia representatives
upon the motion of the hon. member for
Nanaimo (Mr, Ralph Smith) have a
good deal of light thrown upon the Ori-
ental question is so far as it affects our
province of -British Columbia and all
Canada. I am satisfied that these hon.
gentlemen' have a different view on
that question now from that which
they held before the facts were so ably
presented. My hon. friend from Na-
naimo and other hon. gentlemen have
given various grounds upon which it
was not in the interests of Canada that
there should be any large influx of Ori-
enta] immigration into British Colum-
bia. It is not my purpose to cover all
reasons set forth by these hon. gentle-
men, who have marshalled in support
of their contention.

But, sir, I. may add another ground

upon which objection may be based to
any great influx of Oriental immigra-
tion into British Columbia, and it is
a ground which even a proud and sen-
sitive nation like Japan #n take no ex-
ception to. In the province of British
Columbia. we have a country which
those of us who have the good fortune
to live there take a great pride in. We
have a country of unlimited resources
in minerals, in- timber, in fisheries, and
in the near future I think we may say
in agriculture also, We have a coun-
try of magnificent scenery, a country of
unexcelled climate. We-have a country
that we .. believe should be 'preserved
essentially "#s a whité man’s country.
When 'I say this T do not mean to say
that none other than a Wwhite man shall
place his foot upon the soil of our pro-
vince, because that would be carrying
the principle to ar. extreme; but what
I do mean by “an essentially white
man’s country” is a country wherein
not only those who are employers and
who can live without doing actual man-
ual labor are white, but a country
where the white man who has to earn a
livelihood by the sweat of his brow may
call his home. I want not only the
preponderance of commercial and in-
dustrial interests in British Columbia
to be white, but I want the great pre-
ponderance of the labor interests to be
white also. ‘We British Columbians
have our ideal of what British Colum-
bia should be, and I do not know that
Ican better express that ideal than by
reading the concluding sentences of a
very instructive article written by R.
E. Gosnell, published in a recent issue
of the Vancouver magazine called
Westward Ho. The concluding sen-
tences' of this article read: :

“This vast and in some respects still
unknown country has possibilities in
store for it not yet, perhaps, dreamed
of. It has without perddventure great
possibilities as a home for the British
immigrant and as a field for the In-
Vvestor; possibilities as the point of
convergence of trade and commerce
along the all-red line to the utmost de-
velopment of which the statesmen of
the Empire are pledged; possibilities as
an educational centre as famous as any
In Europe; possibilities of great indus-
trial wealth: possibilities, in short, as
& greater Britain on the Pacific, where
British arts and institutions will ex-
Pand under the fresh impetus, where
the British flag will forever fly, where
British laws and justice will be respect-
¢ and enforced, and where British
Men and women will be bred equal to
ll\(“ best traditions of the race.”
hat is our ideal, and there is no
1“?5”" Why that ideal should not be at-
b‘?'““d in the province of British Colum-
'a. But if it is to be attained it can
only be by bringing to our province two
‘lasses of people—either those who are
.B”t'lsh born and have a love of British
‘nstitutions: inbred in them, or people
of some other nation who are assimil-
able; people such as the Germans or
the French, or other natiops of that

:haracter, who leave their fatherland
Or one cause or another to seek a per-
Manent home here and to grow up with
the new country, Such people come to
Us for the purpose of adopting Canada
a8 their nation; they become residents,
‘hP:\‘ become citizens, their children and
theijr children’s children are born here,
and although they always have a warm
S,mt in their hearts for the land of
their hirth, they become in every sense
o the word true British subjects, true
"'J”}Z*‘Ils of Canada, imbued, ds.are the
“ritish born subjects themselves, with
& Dreference for British institutions, a
for the reigning sovereign of Britain.
These, sir, are the two classes of peo-
Ple by whom we can populate the pro-
Vinee of British Columbia so as to reach
the idea] enunciated in this magazine
article which I have read. It may well
be asked: Cannot the Japanese race
help your province to attain the same
ldeal? But with all due respect to the
Y8panese race, I say no. We all know
that the Jap is an excessively patriotic
Man; we know that love for the Mi-
¥ado and that obedience to his will ex-
lets in the Jap from the cradle to the

Ivalty for the British flag, and a love'

grave. And we know that no matter
what country he may emigrate to, his
emigration is not looked upon.even by
bimself as a permanent departure from
Nippon or as a permanent residence in
the land he goes to. He comes there
for a time. He may take the oath of
allegiance of that country, but that
cath, whatever it is, is not as binding
upon him as the traditions which have
been instilled into hig mind from his
¢arly infancy. These will outweigh any
advantages which he may obtain from
taking the oath of allegiance and be-
coming a citizen of that country; and
instead of looking forward to his child-
ren and his children’s childrens inhab-
iting it as subjects of its rulers; the
Jap is always looking forward to the
day when he can return to the land of
the Rising Sun and end his life under
the rule of his beloved Mikado, I say
that citizens of that character, no mat-
ter how estimable they may be in oth-
er respects, are not the material with
which we can preserve the Pacific pro-
vince for a white race that will be true
and loyal to the British flag. Japan
herself, being » nation which instils,
into her people from infancy exalted
ideas of patriotism, should certainly
be the last nation to eavil at the people
¢f British Columbia or the people of
Canada for desiring to have as citizens
and builders of their nation people who
have beén as loyal to the flag we are
born under, the British flag, as their
people are to theirs.

Having said so much with regard to
the unassimilable nature of the Japan-
ese people as populators of our country,
let me proceed to the consideration of
the present treaty between Japan and
Canada. That treaty was signed be-
tween Great Britain and Japan in 18%4.
It was followed by a proctocol in 1895,
by which self-governing colonies could
obtain the benefits of that treaty and
still retain control of their immigra-
tion. Contrast the position of Japan
in 1894, when that treaty was signed,
with her position in 1905 or 1906 or 1907.
In 1894 Japan was a third-rate or a
fourth-rate power, at the present time
she is classed among the first-rate
rowers. This position, it is true, has
been won by a great struggle, in which
she not only showed her great resources
but also the bravery and patriotism of
ber men. Therefore, what Japan might
bave been willing to concede in 1894
or in 1897, at the time when my hon.
friend the leader of the opposition says
she was willing to treat with us on the
basis of giving us control of our im-
raigration regulations, she could not
concede at the time this treaty between
Canada and Japan was sighed, that is,
discrimination against her people.

Now, what was tne object of Canada
in entering this treaty with Japan? The
cbject was that she might enlarge her
commercial relations with that country.
‘Canada, as a young and growing coun-
try, must constantly seek an outlet for
Per increased productions and her ex-
panding trade; and looking at Japan
on our western border, we saw a prom-
ising market for Canadian goods. Our
minister of agriculture went there some
years ago, and returned with a favor-
able report to the government. So that
our reasons for entering into a treaty
with Japan were purely commercial
reagons, having in view the benefit of
both countries. When we come to con-
sider the benefit to be derived from this
commercial treaty with Japan, I for
one will not minimize the importance of
that consideration. Up to the time that
treaty was entered into, there was very
little to give an impetus to our trade
with Japan. The possibilities all lay
in the future, and those possibilities
promised to be great. Now, I admit
that we can pay too great a price for
even the possible advantages of this
treaty. That orice would be to my
mind the flooding of British Columbia
or of Canada with Japanese immi-
grants. We from British Columbia
.have stood out againgt that, and we
are still standing out against it. We
want ‘to have restricted the immigra-
tion of Orientals of every description,
and the closer and greater the restric-
tion is the better pleased will be the
reople of British Columbia, and the
better pleased shall we be as the repre-
sentatives of those people.

That brings us to the question,
whether "the government of this coun-
try is liable to criticism for the man-
ner in which it entered into this treaty
with Japan. The hon. leader of the
opposition has directed the greater part
of his speech to a criticism of the acts
of the government in that regard. Let
us see if that criticism is merited. I
believe the best way ‘for ug-to judge of
that would be to considér matters as
they were before the treaty was entered
into and to suppose that we had before
us to-day the .question whether or not
we should enter into a treaty with Ja-
pan unrestricted in its terms as to im-
migration.

Let ug for a moment divest ourselves
of our political differences. Let us im-
agine ourselves a harmonious body, not
divided into division of government and
cpposition, or Liberal and Conserva-
tive, but simply and purely discussing
this question as a business proposition
in order to decide ‘whether or not. it
was in the interests of Canada to enter
into a treaty with Japan. If we put
curselves in that position, we can best
judge whether or not the government is
_open to the criticism which has been
bestowed upon it by the leader of the
‘opposition. Of course, the hon. gentle-
man is quite within his right, in criti-
cizing the government on this or any
other matter that comes before the
House, and I am not at all questioning
that right. But assuming the position
of a body discussing this matter free
from political bias, what do we find?
In about the year 1900, there was a good
deal of agitation over the influx of
Chinese into British Columbia and com-
missioners were appointed to investi-
gate. I note that the minister of la-
bor (Mr, dLemieux) said that some fif-
teen or twenty years ago immigrants
were welcomed into British Columbia.
1 wish to -correct him on that point. I
have been in that province some twelve
or thirteen years, and certainly during
that period the Chinese were never
wélcome in our country. And if the
hen. minister will turn to the Hansard
of 1884-5, he will find there a resolution
moved by the then hon. member for
Nanaimo, Mr. Gordon, regarding the
undesirability of Chinese or Oriental
immigration into British Columbia.
That was during the administration of
the late Sir John Macdonald. This
commission, which was appointed in
the year 1900, went to British Columbia
and took evidence, and recommended
thé imposition of a $500 poll tax upon
Chinese. That recommendation a(ter-
wards became law. But in that same

recommendation, - the ~commissioners
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advised that a similar restriction should
not be placed upon Japanese. Why did
they so recommeénd? ‘There must have
been some reason. The reason was that
the consul general of Japan in Vancou-
ver talked this matter over -with the
commissioners and assured them that
the Japanese government would re-
strict Japenese emigration, and did not
desire that a similar restriction should
be imposed upon their people as was to
be imposed on the Chinese. The com-
missioners relied upon this assurance
and so did the government. The result
was that from 1901 unti] 1907, -the num-
ber of Japanese coming into British
Columbia did not exceed the number
to which the consul general of Japan
in Canada had promised they would be
réstricted. All the assurances of Japan,
all the assurances given by the consul
general of Japan and accepted by the
government here, were carried  out.
Then we had a series of letiers read by
the minister -of labor (Mr. Lemieux),
making a connecting claim showing
that these assurances were persisted in
and would be carried out in future as
they had been in the past. These facts
were all present in the minds of the
government and the minister.

My hon. friend (Mr. Borden) has re-
ferred to the message from the colonial
fecretary and has accused this govern-
ment of having practically forgoften so
important an issue in a treaty between
Canada and Japan. I do not take that
view at all. I do not believe that the
government forgot or overlooked in any
way that issue. But the question which
this government had to face was this:
If we are to enter into this treaty with
Japan, we have to rely on the good
failh of Japan that she will restrict
emigration into British Columbia. If
we ask for more, we shall not get it,
and may as well abandon the idea of
entering into treaty with Japan at all.
Of course we are all wiser after the
event than before, but I would point
out that, up to the time when they
were in active negotiation over this
treaty we find that Japan had kept her
promise and restricted within the num-
ber she undertook to do through “her
consul general. Then it was a ques-
tion, as it would be with us if we were
considering it to-day, whether we were
prepared to accept that treaty with
Japan, relying on her good faith to
carry out in the future, as she had in
the past, the promises given us. Or
should we refuse the treaty altogether.
It was either the one or the other be-
cause the correspondence brought down
and read by the minister of labor shows
clearly that the Japanese government
would not consent to a clause in-the
treaty which would practically discrim-
inate against her people as compared
with the people of other nations. There-
fore, the criticism of the hon. the lead-
er of the opposition can only hold pro-
vided there was any reasonable doubt
in the minds of the government of Can-
ada as to whether or not Japan would
continue to maintain her restriction of
emigration to Canada. Let us then see
how these assurances were carried out
by her.

Until some time in the summer of
1907 there was no complaint that these
regulations were not being carried out.
At that time, suddenly there was a
large influx of Orientals, both Japanese
and Hindus. The peeple of British
Columbia..-became . alarmed, and. very
rightly so. They saw at once that there
was something wrong; that either the
Japanese government was deliberately
aisregarding the assurances it had
given by its consul to the government
of Canada, or there was an evasion in
some way. And naturally, the people
of British Columbia became very much
excited, and telegrams and resolutions
were sent to the prime minister of this
country, some asking him at once to
cancel the treaty, others asking him to
convene a special session of parliament
to pass the Natal Act, and others of an
equally direct nature. Now, in view. of
the feeling of the people of British Col-
umbia, I do not blame any of the bodies
or citizens that sent any of these tele-
grams or resolutions. At the same time
I think it is well for Canada that we
had a prime minister who, notwith-
standing the pressure, notwithstanding
the excitement that existed, could go
about the remedying of the evil in a
calm, though active manner. Canada
has assumed a position among the na-
tions of the world, and we cannot act
like a petulant child—she cannot enter
into a treaty one day and cancel that
trcaty with a stroke of the pen the next
day. We must have broader views of
national matters than that. Our prime
minister had those views. He took the
only course he could take as prime min-
ister of a great country—that of im-
mediately going to the root of the
trouble and applying the remedy there.
In pursuance of that policy the min-
ister of labor was sent on a mission to
Japan. Before dealing with that part
of the case I may say that I do not
consider the signing of that treaty be-
tween Canada and Japan is at all the
reason for the great influx of Orientals
into Canada at that time. That influx
was brought about by the commercial
conditions of the country. We had very
large railway enterprises in the west-
ern portion of Canada in course of
carrying oui, and I contend that had
the conditions been the same at any
previous time there would have been
the same influx of Japanese into Brit-
ish Columbia then that there was in
1907. Had the conditions been the same
before the signing of the treaty, there
would have been the same influx that
there was after' the  signing of the
treaty.

Now, let us see how the Japanese
carried out their restrictions, even after
the treaty of 1907, as set out in. the
report of Mr. Mackenzie King, a report
which, I am sure, not only every mem-
ber of the House, but every person in
the country, will recognize as one deal-
ing fairly and impartially with the
question, and, at the same time, one
that ig ably compiled and very clear.
At page 19 of that report Mr. Macken-
zie King, speaking of Japanese labor
coming from Japan, says:

“On the other hand it is to be remem-~
bered that they were not without pow-
erful -Canadian interests behind them
when they went to Japan, that they had
in their possession documents which in-
dicated the need and the desire for
Japanese labor in this country, that
they were able to afford assurances
that for this labor employment would
be immediately forthcoming, and that
they were in a position to conjure with
names which. to the statesmen of Ja-
pan, would not be without significance
or weight. In justice to Japan and to
the prejudice which has been aroused
against her people in some quarters, in
consequence of the sudden influx of

her counfrymen in large numbers to

Canada, it is not to be forgotten that
in the regulations, which were issued
about April of the present year, the ex-
ception permitting emigration compan-
ies to send laborers to Canada was
made conditional upon the production
at the foreign office of Japan of the
duplicates of bona fide agreements with
responsible employers of labor in this
country; the bona fides of which agree-
ments the Japanese government requir:
ed should be certified to by her consvls
resident in Canada. If there was a
change in the policy of Japan, it. was
not one which could adversely affect
the interests of this country without a
Canadian citizen, or a Canadian cor-
poration, first placing upon it the seal
of his or its approval.”

Now, while Mr. Mackenzie Kings sets
that forth as a—I will not say as an ex-
cuse—but rather as an amelioration of
the/offence, if any, committed by Japan
in ‘allowing more than the restricted
number to come to Canada direct, still
I take a little different view. I do not
¢xcuse the Japanese government for
this. at all. All the dealings that Ja-
pan had with us respecting immigra-
tion had been with the Dominion gov-
ernment, and notwithstanding the fact
that corporations, which may be influ-
ential in the west, or any other inter-
est or citizens of the west, had signed
the contracts for immigrants for the
purpose ef supplying labor, I say that
Japan is not wholly blameless in that
she did not come to the fountain head,
the Dominion government, before she
granted passports to these people, for
she must have known that the number
that came—nine hundred—was in ex-
cess of the number to which immigra-
tion had been restricted.

Now, the leader of the opposition
sought to make a point out of the fact
that as late as March, 1903, in answer
to a telegram sent by Japanese Con-
sul General Nosse to the government
of Japan expressed its willingness to
enter into an agreement with the Can-
adian government with regard to im-
migration. The hon. gentleman’s point
was that, as late as March, 1903, the
Japanese government was willing to
make to Canada the same concession
with regard to immigration as it made
to the United States. He gives the
broadest possible interpretation to that
letter. In fact, I do not think it is sus-
ceptible of that interpretation. Al it
means is, in effect, this: You have ver-
hal assurances from us that we would
restrict immigration intoe British Col-
umbia and into Canada to a certain
number each year; if you are not satis-
fled with these verbal assurances. we
will enter into an agreement with you;
we will put these verbal assurances in-
to writing. That is all that letter can
be construed to mean, no matter how
broadly you interpret it.

Now, then, goming to the subject of
the mission of the minister of labor to
Japan, the prime minister of Canada,
acting: as a statesman ‘should after re-
alizing the responsibility of his position
and in order that Canada might not be
placed in the wrong by committing any
hasty act, sent one of his ministers to
negotiate with the government of -Ja-
pan. My hon. friend, the leader of the
opposition, partly attributed his suc-
cess, because he did not say the mis-
sion was not a success—to the cloak of
protection that was 4#éding thrown
around him by the British ambassador
4t Tokio.  Well, no dbubt the British
ambassador was a great assistance to
the minister of labor. Canada was en-
titled to all the assistance he could
give .our minister of labar; because, for
Imperial reasons, on more than opne oc-
casion Canada has taken an attitude
which she might not have taken had
those reasons not existed; This was
one of those reasons, and therefore, T
say that the Canadian minister was en-
titled to all the aid, and prestige and
co-operation that the British ambassa-
dor in Tokio could give him. We all
recognize that the mission of the min-
ister of labor to Japan was one of great
delicacy. We must all appreciate that
a matter involving a semblance, at
least, of possible discrimination be-
tween .races, is one of great delicacy
indeed. The minister of labor came
back to this country, and in a very able
speech stated to the House the results
of his mission, and he also added that
there were matters which, for diplo-
matic reasons, he was not in a position
to disclose. Now I may say that, as a
member from British Columbia, I would
like very well to tell my constituents
and the people of that province what
was the exact nature of those restric-
tions that would warrant the minister
in using the words I propose to quote
later. In that respect I am almost as
curious as my hon. friend from East
Northumberland (Mr. Owen) was, when
he asked a question of the minister of
labor while he was delivering his
gpeech. But I fully appreciate that in
matters of this kind there may be con-
ditions of settlement which it is not in
the best interests of either Canada or
Japan should be published. As a sup-
porter of the .present government I
have to take one of two positions. I
have either to say that I am not satis-
fled with this arrangement or I have
to say that I am willing to trust the
minister who negotiated it, and to
place implicit  faith in him when he
says, as he did say in his speech last
Tuesday, in effect, that with the avenue
from Japan carefully regulated, and
with the avenue from Hawaii abso-
lutel closed, we have eliminated from
this issue everything that may rise to
future trouble with regard to Japanese
immigration. Now the minister him-
self must realize the importance of
these words, he must know that he has
made such an agreement, has entered
into such conditions with the govern-
ment of Japan, and which have been
accepted by this government, as will
ensure that there is no possibility of
future trouble from an influx of Jap-
anese immigrants. I have got to take
hig statement in good faith, and as a
member from British Columbia, I am
prepared to take it in good faith. I ask
that time be given to prove the words
of the minister true. I am satisfied he
would not have made such a statement
in this House had he not felt con-
vinced that the Japanese government
would maintain with absolute good
faith the engagements they had enter-
ed into, some particularg of which the
Canadian minister was not at liberty
to disclose to this House. I say, Mr.
Speaker, that for my part I am willing
to take the responsibility of placing
implicit confidence in the minister of
labor in that regard, and In the good
faith of the British ambassador who,
as the minister of labor states, is cog-
pnizant of these conditions.

Now I am not going to detain the
House any longer on this matter, there
are others who will follow me. But I

would like to make a word of reference
to the amendment that has been pro-
posed by the leader of the opposition.
First, we have the recital of the atti-
tude of the Conservative party in 1894
and 1895, and the attitude of the Japan-
ese government at that time. I have
already dealt with that subject, and
I have said that what the Japanese
government might have been willing to
accept previous to 1897, they would not
be willing to accept at the present time.

Mr. Sproule: Does the consul general
say, in dealing with that condition,
that they were willing to accept it?

Mr. Galliher: < No, I explained to the
House, Mr., Speaker, that by the fullest
interpretation that can be put on the
letter of March, 1903, it could not be
held to include the®reservation of the
right to pass immigration laws in Can-
ada

Mr. Sproule: What does my hon.
friend make of this wording in the tel-
egram of the consul general of Japan:

“The renewed assurances that the
Japanese government are not desirous
of forcing their people intg British Col-
umbia against the wish of the province,
and that they are willing to enter into
an agreement with your government
by which they may bind themselves.”

Mr. Galliher: If *he assurances
which have already been given to them
are not sufficient—is that not there?

Mr. Sproule: If they are not suffi-
cient?

Mr. Galliher: Yes, that ghould be
there; we have assurances from the
consul of Japan and while the consul
of Japan was having interviews with
the ministers here, when this matter
was brought before him, he cabled to
Japan and the answer came back——

Mr. Sproule: To that effect.

Mr. Galliher: Yes, and what was
that effect?—if you are not satisfied
with the verbal assurances I have given
you, we will enler into an agreement
Lo carry out those assurances. That is
the meaning of it if it means anything.
Take the government of the United
States to-day, who have this exception
in their act, and what do we find them
doing? They are going over and ne-
gotiating just the same as the minister
of labor went over and negotiated and
we have not yet heard whether they
will meet with equal success, but even
they, with that right reserved in their
treaty, have the right to pass these im-
migrantion laws, they recognize the
official standing of Japan to-day and
they do not want to commit an act
which will be considered as unfriendly
to Japan.

Mr. R. L. Borden: Is the hon. gen-
tleman aware that they have made a
special regulation in regard to Korea
and Japanese laborers?

Mr. Galliher: .I am not aware of the
exact nature of it. I see some news-
paper reports which may not be true
and I am not going to pin my faith
upon the strength of these, whether
they are or not.

Mr. R. L. Borden: I am speaking of
regulations which are to be found in
an official publication of the United
States government.

Mr. Galliher: Now we will proceed.

Mr., Taylor: Pass that.

Mr. Galliher: There is nothing to it,
as far as ihat is concerned. We found
them negotiating to-day just the same
as we had to go and negotiate. Now,
the secomd last clause of the amend-
ment of the hon, leader, of the opposi-
tion is: i

“That in the opinion of this House
Canada should not enter into or accede
to. any treaty which deprives parlia-
ment of the control of immigration ‘in-
to this country.”

Very good; that is a good sentiment,
2 very proper sentiment, but in this
particular case what does it effect? We
have already entered into a treaty and
to put that on paper does not alter the
fact in regard Lo the Japanese treaty.
It is there. Ag to the treaty it is too
late. Then .the hon. gentleman de-
clares:

“That this House, while expressing
its profound appreciation of the friend-
ly intentions and courteous assurances
of the Japanese government, and while
declaring its sincere desire for the most
cordial relations with the Japanese
people, desires nevertheless to record
its strong protest against a policy un-
der which our wage-earning population
cannot be protected from a destructive
invading competition except - by en-
treating the forbearance and aid of for-
eign government.”

Now, we are all of one mind as re-
gards this idea, both Liberals and Con-
servatives; we do not want to see any
competition in labor in British Colum-
bia that is not fair and is not warrant-
ed. We desire, where the laboring peo-
ple of British Columbia have to enter
into competition with others, that that
competition shall be fair and that it
shall not be with people who can work
for less wages, who can maintain
themselves for less, or who will lower
the class of living of the laboring peo-
ple of British Columbia or of Canada
at large. But, what does this resolu-
tion mean? Supposing we all cast our
votes for this resolution there is no-
thing in it which relieves the situation
of our own people. If the hon. gentle-

man had gone further and stated the-

proposition whether in view of these
circumstances it is advisable to at once
give notice to repeal the Japanese
treaty he would have proposed some-
thing definite and substantial, but the
kon. gentleman carefully avoided that.
He puts forth an amendment here
which sounds very well, reads very well
and is very patriotic, but which accom-
plishes absolutely nothing and which
means nothing.

Mr. Sproule: It means a vote of cen-
sure on the government for their ne-
glect to safeguard British Columbia’s
interest when they had an opportunity
to do it.

Mr. Galliher: So long as it means—
and I will accept the hon. gentleman’s
explanation of it—merely a vote of cen-
sure I am prepared to drop the sub-
Ject. I will not detain the House
any longer., The subject is one on
which I feel keenly and have felt keen-
ly all along. I would like to mention,
however, that some of the papers—I am
satisfled that they have no authority
for saying it—are making the statement
that coolie immigration from Japan to
Canada is. limited to 1,000. I am satis-
fied that they have no authority for
saying that, because I am prepared to
state to the minister of labor in this
House that if I believed it was limited
only to 1,000, or to considerably less
than 1,000, I would stand up in this
House and object to such an arrange-
ment.

Mr. Lemieux: Hear, hear.

Mr. Galliher: I am satisfied from the
words of the hon. minister—and on this
subject he must know the feelings of
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the people of British Columbia—that
the number must be less than that
stated becaunse otherwise the -members
from British Columbia would not be
satisfied. Now, I think I will conclude.

Mr. Taylor: What is the limit?

Mr, Galliher: That is one of the fea-
tures that the minister of labor stated
in this House for diplomatic reasons, he
was unable to disclose,

Mr. Lemieux: The statement made
by some of the papers that the limit is
fixed at 1,000 is published without au-
thority.

Mr. Galliher:

Mr.. Taylor:
what then?

Mr. Galliher: If it is correct this
House will find me on my feet protest-
ing against it and asking for the can-
cellation of that treaty.

Mr. Foster: The limit is not
enough?

Mr. Galliher: The limit? I trust
that both parties in politics and that
the press who supports either party in
politics will consider that the arrange-
ment which has been made is entitled
to a fair trial and that nothing will be
done to inflame the public mind one
way or the other. Let us give the maf-
ter time and prove whether the words
of the minister of labor are true and
whether the Japanese government are
in earnest in dealing with the govern-
ment of this country and whether they
will maintain the arrangement they
have made.

THE TERMINAL
FACILITIES

E. & N. WILL LIKELY
BEGIN WORK AT ONCE

I will hope so.
If it should be correct,

large

Sir-Thomas -Shaughnessy Has
Been Asked to Provide
for it.

(From Friday’s Daily).

The new terminals of the Esquimalt
& Nanaimo Railway will be built at
once. . R. Marpole, who has charge of
the matter here, immediately after the
conference with the city council tele-
graphed to Sir Thomas Shaughnessy,
asking that the necessary amount be
placed back in the estimates for the
vear, it having been dropped when
negotiations were broken off.

This is taken as an assurance that
the work will commence at once, and
is causing much satisfaction through-
out the city, especially among business
men who have been caused much in-
convenience by the delay.

In order to forward the work and
carry out the provisions of the agree-
ment Aldermen Pauline has posted a
notice of his intention to bring in the
necessary by-law on Monday evening
pexi. The netice simply states the in-
tentioni to introducé the by-law subject
to the terms and conditions of the
agreement entered into with the Esqui-
malt & Nanaimo Railway Company.

MEETING OF LOCAL
HUNTERS AND ANGLERS

All Sportsmen Will Gather
This Evening in the
Driard Hotel.

(From Friday’s Daily).

There will be a general meeting of
all sportsmen at the Driard Hotel this
evening at eight o'clock for the pur-
pose of discussing the advisability of
obtaining amendments to the game
act during the present session of the
Legislature. Bryan Willlams, the Pro-
vincial game warden, has come over
from Vancouver especially for the
purpose of attending the meeting, and
H. B. Thompson, M. P. P,, and W. H.
Hayward, M. P. P., have both signi-
fied their intention of being present,
as well as several other members of
the legislature, and other prominent
men in the city.

A number of questions are likely to
arise in connection with the subject of
hunting and fishing and game pre-
servation, and it is very desirable that
everyone who i8 ever so remotely inter-
ested in the subject should turn out
to the meeting to-night

It is undertsood that there is con-
giderable opposition to the imposition
of a gun license among some people.
It would be a’'good plan for these to
attend, in.order that the matter ‘may
be discussed intelligently and both
sides of the case presented. An op-
portunity will be given to everyone to
present his view of the matter.

It is hoped that Mr. Bryan Wil-
liams will at this meeting be able to
explain his neglect of the matter of
protecting the game on Vancouver Is-
land. There are a good many who
think more attention should be given
to this Island, or at any rate that it
should receive a small amount of care,
but it seems to have been wholly neg-
lected so far.

It might also be mentioned here that
the leader of the opposition in the leg-
i{slature, J. A. Macdonald, K. C., ig in
thorough accord with the idea of game
protection. Although he is not a
sportsman, he feels that it would be a
good thing to conserve the game that
is here. He expressed himself to that
effect a short time ago to a Times re-
porter.

SNOW ALONG BOUNDARY LINE.

Vancouver, Feb, 6.—The southern in-
terior of British Columbia was swept
by a snowstorm last night, from North
Bend to the summit of the Rockles, and
south to the boundary, a heavy snow
fall occurred.

$5,000,000 FAILURE,
Copenhagen, Feb, 7.—Owing to re-
cent heavy withdrawals, the Copen-
hagen Freeholders' bank has tem-
porarily suspended payment. The
bank’s capital is about $5,000,000.
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WIRE SYSTEM
IS INADEQUATE

BREAKDOWNS ARE OF
FREQUENT OCCURRENCE

Victoria Wants More Reliable
Communication With the
Continent.

(From Friday's Daily).

The repeated breakdowns in the (052 -7
R. telegraph system ., on Vancouver,
draws renewed attention to thc'unex?—
viable position which Victoria enjoys in
the matter of communication as com-
pared with surrounding cities. Here is
a city with some 30,000 souls, a port
the tonnage of which is cnminually on
the increase, the capital of a province
which is advancing by leaps and
bounds, and it is questionable, if with-
in the wide Dominion, there is a city,
oi even half the size, which is so in-
adequately supplied with the means of
communicating rapidly with its neigh-
boring towns.

It is true that two telegraph sys-
tems run into the city, namely the
C. P. R. and the Western Union. But
it is, moreover, true that each of these
is frequently out of commission, and
the man who has business relation=
with eastern provinces, with the States,
or even with Vancouver, has some-
times to wait fully twelve hours be-
fore he can get in touch with his
client or employer as the case may be.

Another bad condition of affairs
which prevails in connection with the
service in the immediate neighborhood
1s the delay occupied in the transmis-
sion ofrmessages. Several instances
have been brought to the notice of the
Times in which messages sent from a
rlace as near as Portland, Ore., have
not reached Victoria until an hour and
a half and often two hours after the
filing time.

The remedy for these delays and
breakdowns would appear to lie in the
hands of the C.-P. R. company as a
Canadian institution. The majority of
the breakdowns which occur are trace-
able to the wires on Vancouver Island.
One of these accidents is sufficient to
cut off Victoria, as far as the C. P. R.
system is concerned, from the entire
Dominion and consequently to a great
extent to dislocate business. The
growth of the business of the C. P. R.
Telegraph Company is increasing from
vear to year, but as yet Victoria has
gained no appreciable advantage there-
from. The laying of another wire be-
tween here and the Vancouver cable
could be accomplished at an expense
which is comparatively trifliing to a
company like the C. P. R.

There is also another remedy which
suggests itself. Some years ago the
C. P. R. had in commission a cable
which ran from Beechy Bay to Seattle,
and in the event-of a-breakdown on the
island, wire communication could be
had with the outside world by this
means. About two years ago this cable
broke down. As far as can be gath-
ered the telegraph company made no
investigation as to what was wrong
but merely allowed this method of
communication to die a natural death.
The cable, as far as is known, still lies
across the bed of the straits of Juan
de Fuca. Cables are so constructed
that the passage of time does not wear
them out to any considerable extent,
and the possibilities are that the de-
funct cable, at one time operated for
the benefit of Victoria, is still capable
of being repaired. If this were done
it would at least help in ameliorating
ithe bad conditions with respeect ‘o
communication under which the city
labors at present.

The question of an improved tele-
graph service is obviously one which
the board of trade should interest iL-
self in at once. The members of that
hoard are all business men and many
of thém are perfectly aware of disad-
vantages which they, and Victoria in
general, suffer from the inadequate
system. For the benefit of the city an
improvement in her means of communi-
cation is necessary for there are times
when the inhabitants are as isolated
from the great world beyond as if they
were denizéns of some coral reef in
mid-Pacifie.

CANADIAN CLUB IS
TO GIVE BANQUET

Annual Meeting to Be Held and
Patriotic Dinner Given in
Empress Hotel.

(From Friday’s Daily).

The Victoria branch of the Canadian
Club has not been heard from of late,
but they have not been altogether idle.
Yesterday afternoon the executive held
a meeting to arrange for a suitable
celebration of Paardeburg Day. It was
the intention to have a big banquet on
that occasion. but the fancy dress ball
coming on that evening makes it im-
possible.

The banquet will be held on some
other day and will be of a loyal and
patriotic nature. Probably all the
members of the South African contin-
gents that went from British Colum-
bia will be the guests of the club, and
other prominent persons will be pres-
ent. The affair will be held in the
Empress hotel and will be one of the
most important functions in the his-
tory of the club.

The annual general meeting will be
held the week after next when ofi-
cers for the coming year will be elect-
ed, and there will be a general discus<
sion on the work and scope of the club,
The executive at its meeting yesterday
appointed a nomination commitiee,
and also arranged for the introduction
of a motion at the annual meeting
looking to the amalgamation of the
offices of secretary and treasurer.

The churches and other places of wor-
ship in London can accommodate nearly
a millon and a half people at the same

tme.
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