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allowed to govern themselves, and they have aU
established popular forms of government as
much like that of Great Britain as possible.
Such colonies have long been known as self-

governing colonies, but they have lately received
the special name of « dominions." This is the
name which we chose when we united the
separate colonies of Canada, New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia into one large countiy, the
Dominion of Canada.

The word "colony" we do not like, and we
usually speak of ourselves as a " nation." Some
object to the name 'nation," because it ordin-
anly means an "independent nation" or
"sovereign state," and we do not claim to be
that, but desire to be part of the Empire. Its
use may be defended, because it is the nearest
suitable word for a new condition of affairs, and
we give the term a special meaning, just as the
people of the United States have given a special
meaning to the word "state." A "state" like
New York is not an independent state, but is

subject to the government of the whole United
States at Washington. The chief " dominions "

in the Empire besides Canada, ar^ Aust^Ua


