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But wc will pass to the twenty-fifth chapter, which com-

nuinccs w itli the wonl ''I'lini"— at liot titnc— the time

already spoken of— tlie time inquired about by hi.s disciples

—

the time of his coming and the end of the aj^e— " shall the

kin^,'dom of heaven he likined unto ten viij^rins which took

their hunps and went forth to meet the l)ridegroom. Ami
five of them were wise, and five were foolish. They that

were fooli.sh took no oil in their lamps," ^Vc.

This parable was evidently desi^'ned to show the disciples

the risults to tlu m of watihfulness on the one hand, and

of carelessness ami indifference on the other. Those who
observed his instructions and were prepared for the event.s

would be ready to nuet them, \\hile the careless would not

watch the sij^ns a« they come alon<^, and woulil therefore be

overtaken l)y tlie devastatin<^ scour}ije. lie a^ain enforces

watclifulness. "Watch, tlierefore, for ye know neither the

day nor tiie liour wherein the Son of Man cometh."

Then he coiitiiuies with another parable, representing him-

self as a man travelling into a far country ; but before

leaving, he calleth his servants to him, and delivereth to them

his goods, to each according to his ability ; and after u time

he returneth, and calleth them to an aecoimt of their steward-

ship, and those who made good use of his money were com-

mended and advanced in responsibility, but those who had

wasted or squandered their lord's money were cast out and

reduced to want and beggary. Matt. xxv. 14, 30.

This parable was designed to impress their minds with the

importance of being earnest in his cause, and to do all that

he had instructed them to do,— not only to uat'li, \}\xt to

n>orh' also.

He was about to be crucified ; but a few days would elapse

before he should leave them, and he would leave his cause in

their hands : yet after a while he would come again, and

approbate all who continued faithful, but the unfaithful, like

the vmwatchful disciple, would be cast out and experience

darkness and fear. About forty years after these parables

were spoken, Christ came in the glory of his Father, and

reckoned with his servants. All who had been watchful and

true to the end,— all who for forty years endured a.^d suffered

persecution, and still remained uncompromisingly his dis-

ciples, were saved from the woes and wretchedness that

came upon that once proud city ; but those who became
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