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But as in proccfs of time all miraculous affift-

ance became by degrees withdrawn, the Chrif-

tian teachers found it m6re and more neceflkry

to avail themfclves of human wifdom j and the

uritings of the Fathers of our Church con-

tain not only a fond of BiJ>lical criticifm, but

almoil allthe literature of the earner and mid-

dle ages. Strange ! that it evie« could be fup.

pofcd that learning is not neccflary for the pro-

pagation of the Gofpel. Are not the Scriptures

written in languages which have long ceafed to

be vernacular ? Are hot the Verfions ttf them'

numerous, -nd do they not abound in various

readings ? Surely then, ia the collation of thefe,

both ftudy and judgme^are i*^^ufred, to enable

us to fix the rciding, ;0r afcertain the fenfc of
sTny palTage irt S<fripturc. Proverbial comparii
fons alfo, »nd eaftern imagery^- are frequently

made ufe of by the facred writers. Many and
vrry important truths are couched under pa*

rabies. The cuftoms, morcoveit, the rites and
opinions of Jewifh and contemporary nations,

arc continually brought forwards or alluded

to. An acquaintance therefore with all thefc

points, cannot but be neccflary before we
can fully comprehend, or explain, the word of

Xiod. In ihort, the expounder of ilevelation

ihould
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