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pure gcolofjy. A siir.llnr annlysis of other oxnmplcs will in('ir<iU'

other cause's oi" similar chanj^c ; and 1 think these causes ouia^hl

now, in reference to the specialities of each country, to be made
the subject of critical study and examination. The problem in

each case to be solved is this. Given a certain fj^eolofj;ical struc-

ture, which indicates fjenerally, and {Generally produces, certain

agricultural capabilities; to what extent and in what localities

have these indications been interfered with and modified by
other a<>encies? In what way and to what extent have climate,

physical structure, recent chanjjes of physical structure, the

neifjhbourhood of unlike p^eological formations, the action of

those induences which produce what geologists call changed or

metamorphic rocks, or other natural causes, been instrumental

in producing such modifications? This, like all other more ad-

vanced inquiries, is more complicated and difficult than the

simple proldcm of the direct relation between the character and
age of a rot k, and the quality of the soil it produces when broken
up. B t it will result in furnishing us with Sj^ecial surface

maps, waich will be of direct and immediate use to the practical

agriculture of every country. And, what will be not less in-

teresting, theoretically, it will at once connect these soil-maps

with our strictly-geological ernes, through the intermediate agency

of physical causes, similar to those which have operated in a

greater or less degree at all geological epochs.


