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con as Maurepas the French minifter had carried
his point m making the peace of Aix la ChapeJIe
^e vigorou ly fet about auomenting the marine of
Irance, and among the great number of Ihips whichhe contraaed for, fevcral were put on the Stocks inISorth America. Now it is well known that there isnot a country in the world, ,vhich produces better

r.Lr/ T-' ^^^r,j^^^^' >-^-^^^'' and other iorts ofuood for ibp-building than Nova Scotia; nor has
fo excellent a harbour as that which is now callM
Halifax where a fleet of any number may fupply
itielfwit.i every necefiaryj therefore Mr.Mafcarene the
governor ofNovaScotia, beingaware ofthe defigns of
the erenchmfettling aboutthe mouth ofSt. John's ri-
ver infifted upon thr'r taking the oaths of allegiance
toJiis Britannic majelty, which theyrefufedtodo,and
niade application to the governor of Canada, who
immediatelyientanoificerandadetachment of troops
to theii: aflift^nce. Things were in this fituation,

M rr^?r ''^?'^^ ^aifed up a Britifli minifter, [.Lord
Halifax] for the immediate protedlion and fupport ofNova Scotia, who at this time dr'ivered it from the
great hazard of being fwailowed up by French en-
croachments

; and to whofc talents, vigilance and fpi<nt the nation owes its po/TefTion of this province.

li L-7 ^i^^'^i^t^^d been a plan drawn up byMr Shirley for lettlmg and fecuring Nova Scotia

:

but the preceding warprevented its being put in exe-
cution. However as the peace of Aix la Chapelle
Jiad t;«fca the labours of the Britiih miniHry, the
thoughts cf a fcheme for fettling Nova Scotia were
revived The earl of Halifax, who prefided at the
board of trade, principally interefl<?d himfelf init. f

+ The parficulars of the plan were. That procer encourap^.-
ftiiiat would be given to I'uch ol the officers and private men.
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