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HH following; push's t'*"»l ^^•''1' " poitidii

of FJritisli C"<)luMil>iii wliicli licri'tot'Drc

lias lU'viT liad coinprclit'iisive treat-

ment in tlu' form attempted in this

volume. A jjoixl dejil liiw lieon

written in ii deHultory and jfenerul

way alx)ut the " resoui-cos " ami

" l)o«.sil)ilities'' of British Colnndn'ii

as a whole, and al»)nt the cities of

the (!oast. Numerous " write ups" have appeared at

somtichacolumn, whieii, however, have aimed largely

to appeal to ])ersonal vanity, and depended for success

upon lui vortising pati-onage. As husiness ventures the.se

]»ul)lications nodouht were proKtahle to the puhlishei-s,

laitHsertbits to enlighten the outside public on the

natural wealth of the country, pictures of business

hlocks, hiographfcal notices and vague generalities

are not calculated to nccompiish the objects for whicii

the public support such undertakings. The cities and

their leading citi>:ens have ha<l as much utU-ntion

l>aid to them as is desirable. They havt^ Ihh-ii, if any-

thing, t(M) extensively advertised.

In the present volume the object luvs lM3en to

present a fail, reatlable exposition of ti • resources of

a sectiim of the Province heretofore largely neglected

and on lines uniform with the |)oliey of a commercial

paper such as Thk COMMKKi'lAI. is, the special Held

of which has l)een to deal with the resources entering

into the industrial and business life of the country.

While not leaving out of sight entin^ly personal factors

and individurt! interests, an honest eHort has lieeu

made to deal practicallyand somewhat in detail with the

sulijecth tivato<l of in a way that will lie useful t») tiiose

(>370'

endeavoring to make up their minds abouf this country,

or are seeking reliable information regarding it.

It is impossible, without jussuming an expense

altogether unjustiHable in view of the jiossible return,

to deal with the '.vhole of the F'ri!\ ince in this way at

once : .so it was deci<led to confine the description to

Vanc(aiver Island, the coast lus far north as Alaska,

indiiiling adjacent islands; and the Northern Interior.

Last year the special nundier of TllK t\).MMEm'iAL,.on

the K(Kitenav county, was received witli so much
sjitisfaction by the general public and coniriliuted so

largely to the knowleilge concerning that country that

a re<]Uest was inade for a special number dealing

sinularly with the di.stricts Just referred to, and \\»

])ublicatii)n has been undertaken with the sincere

hope that tlie etibrt, which has been made at the con-

siderable expense i>f both time and money, will not bo

less useful or highly apprcciateil.

The indications are that enterprises of great

moment will U- shortly set on f(K>t whereby this vast

region will bo ultinnitely brought into touch with the

world's cctnuuerce, whereby the fisheries v.'ill be

developed, ndnerals and eonstrnetion materials brought

int.o reipii.sition, electric comninnication extended up

and down the coast, the extensive interior (ilateaux

coloni/ed and tapped by railways, and cities, towns

and villages not now dreamed of will spring into life.

There are few peo|ile who thoroughly apji.reciati'

the aggrt>gate wealth of this now almost wholly un-

(trganized territory. It is with justifiable pride that

the iH'ople of this Province j)oint to the richness' of

the Kriwer Valley, ' ^Id ( 'ariboo, the two Kootenays, and
the districts included in Yale, but there is a country in

British Coluinliia greater in aiva than all these put

together, out of which, from coal, tind)er and fish, arise

the princi{)Hl i-ovenuesof the Province at present,and for

nuneral and n^riuullural possibilities is d> stined to rank

with thi' great proilucing mv»\» of this cimtinent.
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