
hinin can scarcely' do nnifli t)ettcr. Kroni New York
lo ChicafjD is "JO hours by rail, allowinjf alirief space for

the transfer of the mails to the train. Letters are

therefore delivered in Chicago on Saturday morning or
forenoon, by which time, of course, the passenger
could also be there, if the trains suited. The Umprexxes

leave Liverjjool on Friday and usuallx' land their

mails at Rimouski cm the following Tliursda\' at

!) a. m. Rimouski is .'542 miles from Montreal by the

Intercolonial. They should be delivered to the Montreal
post oflfice in S hours, or. allowing an hour for detention

at Rimouski, by p. m. on Thursday, and be in the

<itVice of the Montreal merchant on Frida\' morning
and in Chicago on Friday evening. As it is. therefore,

the mails by the Kiniiresxes lea\"ing England on Friday
are. or ought to be. delivered throughout Canada and
the Western States several hours before those of the
Ijisilnnln, leaving on Saturdaw Reduce the voyage
(jf the Einpressea by 14 hours, and the Canadian mails
would be in the hands of Canadians and of people in

Detroit. Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis and lieyond

about 24 hours before those of the Cunard vessels.

Whether, under these circumstances, the Wash ngton
Government wfjuld allow the Knipressen to carry the

ocean mails of the West and North West . as the Allans
once did. is a matter which those sections of the United
States would be considerably interested in.

It will be asked what the Canadian farmer has to

gain from rushing American mails and American pas-

engers fnjm England through Canada to the United
States or even by furnishing 25-knot vessels for

Canadian passengers. The answer is that if. at

a reasonable cost, we can attract travel to the

St. Lawrence route which now goes b\' American
l)t)rts. the countr\' at large will benefit, and
he. in particular, will feel the good efifects in the shajje

of a ()uicker service, and. in the entl. of reduced rates

for his package freight, his cheese, butter, bacon, eggs,

fruit and the like. tJne of the (iranges in Western
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