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•ftef a reft of four days, it v/as a-

^^v|cd on to leave the elderly people

aftd youn^ children here, in the care

of fonie Indians, till the return of

their relations from the fort. Matters

Deing thus fettled, they fet out on the

1 ith, at a much briiker pace than be-

fore ; and in the afternoon of the fame

day, overtook fome more Indians laden

with furs.

The 1 2th was fo warm, and the wa-

ter fo deep on the top of the ice, as to

render walking on it, not only unplea-

fant, but dangerous. It was, therefore,

found neceflary to conftruft their ca-

noes without delay ; and this bufmefs

being accomplifhed by the i8th, they

proceeded through fwamps of mud,
wate:*, and wet fnow, which froze to

their Itcckings and (hoes in fuch large

crufts, as to render travelling very la-

borious, and to expofe them to the

danger of having their limbs froft-bit-

ten.

The weather, on the 21ft, was fo

{harp, that the fwamps and ponds wer
once more frozen over j and they found


