
Wiatcr G'ripsies. .1

ope1î-air service is hield on thie canal
banký, whlere a large shced is availabie
iii case the wvcather siîould prove un-
f avorable.

IBut to uncierstanci the real influence
wh-Iiclî M\.r. Bar-nler undoubtecly lias
over these people one nmust see inii in
his claily N\-orlk of cabini to cabin visfta-
tion. 1 Nvas privileged to accomipany
hii on sonie of these visits, and shial
-iot soon forget the kindly tact and theL
.gentie, affectionate earnestness of bis
-w'ords and nianner. Abouit thiree
hutnclred families formi M r. ]D'arnber's

4parishi," thouigl of course onfly a few
are at Brentwood at aniv one timie. Hie
seems to noîv 1nost of the peCople quite
intiniately, addlressing-c theni by their
Christian naines an(l askzing after
friends and relative s. It %vas pleasanltto
sec how warmly thie nîiissionary Nvas
wvelconmed by meni, wonien and cl;ildren

alike. After inquiries about buisiness
andi fanîily affairs, lie would read a
few verses of Script-Lre, adching a few
,earnest xvords of appeal and admoni-
tion, and perhaps, offering a prayer.

The w~ords spokcen arc alwvays of the
simplest. It is not tlîeological subie-
tics tlîat tliese people want; thîey hiave
n-o concern withi Dar\\iniismi or the
HIighier Crirticisnîi. Tliey are onlY

to be reached, by " the old, old story,"
told as simply as to a chiild. For tlîey
are a simple folk, and sonietinies ýastoîî-
isliingly ignorant. Mr. l3amber lias
niet niien *and wonîen who could not
tell how Christ died and' wlio did not
know the Lord's IPrayer, and others
x"io, remiembering sonme few words

of prayer or Scripture learned in
clîildhood, would say, in answczr to
Ilis inquiry, " Oh, I don't kiiowv notli-
in- about the rneaning." M,\lany of
them cani have had scarcely -any relig-
ious instruction in their lives until tlîey
camie under Mr. Bamber's influence
at Brentford. "It is only lucre," said
a boatinai to Mr. Baiuuber one day.
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4where wvc get cheered an(l lifted up
iii ourstglc.

011 the toi) floor of the nuission
hiouse is a nuateriiity room, whici hias
provcd a great boon to soine of tue
wonîien. Last year four babies were
bon iii tue roomi, aîud tlic %vork is
lik-eiv to be fuirtiier cicveloped if better
accomnuodation can be obtained. This
wvorlk is îîot a cliarity iii the ordinary
sense of the word; the wvomlen pay
2S. 6d1. a %v'eelk for the use of the room,
and iiake their own arrangemients for
tlue services of a nurse. ''The canal
folk< are not, as a ruile, dcsperately
poor; t'heir great necd is not alnus, but
synuipatliy alud brothenliness. And that
is one of the cluief reasons of Mr.
Blaniber's suiccess amiongst them.
Neyer did pastor or nuiissionary give
luinuseif to his work with muore wholc-
hearted (levotioli. Ris great hopeý is
thiat lue nuay be a.bc to workz for the
rest of lus life among the canai folk
wlin lie loves, luis one anmbition beingZ
to serve their higluest interests.

An inuportant development of the
workz at l3rcntford is likc:ly to take
place iii the near future. A site bias
bcciî acquired and plans have been pre-
pared for a iiew Canal Boatmien's In-
stitute, wliic wvill replace the present
inadequate mission preîuuises. Tue new~
building, for which more thuan lualf the
cost lias already been subscribed, will
flot only provide imiproved accom-mo-
dation for the day-scluool and the
iniatjrity roomi, but aiso rcading and
recreatioîi roonms for the men and
wvonicn. At prescrit thuese people have
no meeting place cxcept the public-
luse. 'Tle provision of warnu ancl
wvell-lighIlted roouus, wliere tliey caii
gathuer on winter evenings to inuprove
their education or indulge ini innocent
recreations--and pleasant social inter-
course, sluould -prove an efffective wray
of couintcracting -the evil inuflucnce of
the drinkl shops.
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