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MHEE BANIKC STATIEMENT,

No more striking testimony could be
acdduced of thie steady progress of Can-
adian trade and agriculture towards
prosperity than is afforded by a com-
parison of the roturns furnished by
the chartered banks for the month
of January last compared with those
of the corresponding month of last
year. Taking the seven pilncipal
ftems In the statement we find they
compare as follows: Circulation,
1897, £30,208157; 1898, $385,011,722;
publle deposits on demand, 1897, ¥67,-
023,611; 1898, $79,195,911; public de-
posits on notice, 1897, $126,428551 ;
1898, $110,704,038, balance «due from
foreign banks, 1897, $106,894,162;
1898, §28,016,439; balance due from
United Kingdom banks, 1897, 19,623~
745; 1898, $15,101,061; call loans,
1897, $13,911,564, 1893, $20,001,729;
current loans, 1897, §208,433812;
1888, $£207,632,321,

It will be noticed that in every
item, save one, there Is a marked evi-
dence of expansion, and in the sollt-
ary exception the contraction is an
evidence of strength rather than of
weakness,

FINANCIAL NOTES.

T, N. Christiec will have charge of
o branch of the Tnion bank to be es-
tablished at Calgary, Alberta.

The management of the Bank of
Hamilton have decidéd to open a
branch at Morden, Man, April 1.

Ronald Leslie, private banker of
Stonewall. Man.,, will open a, branch
of iz business at Shoal Lake, in this
provinece. .

Tihes Dominfon Building and Loan As-
sociation, represented in Winnipeg by
W. F-ndlay, i+ applying for a clange
of hamo to The Dominion Permancno
Loon company.

The hall yearly report of the Bank
of Brittsh North Ameriea presented at
the meeting lield in London on Mavch
1, shows a net profit of £39,433. A
dividend of twenty-five shillings per
sharo was declared, making a five per
cent distribution for the whole year
and plac.ng £10,000 to the reserve and
carrying forward £3,727.

British Columbia Business
Review.
: Vancouver, Feb. 28.

Times are good in Vancouver. 'This
calt be chironicled without fear of con-
tradiction. They were never better.
Vancouver may be able to do a bigger
busmess, but she has her hands full
now. Klondike stores are open night
and day and g staflfs of men arec em-
ployed to handie the steady, ever in-
creasing line ol customers. Thero
must be from 250 to 300 arriving dally
in Vancouver and Victoria. This num-
ber may sound extravagant to scme
but the Canadian Pacific report that
they axe handiing themselves over 150
Klondikers daily and ‘the number,
therefore, can not be far out. Tive
steamers have left here for the north
in two days, sor.that the strain is be-
ing constantly relieved as they keep
pouring in. An attempt was made
by Theo Commercial correspondent to
get o consensus o! op'nion from the
‘busy merchants regarding the times,
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present and future, but they were all
toobusy. All they could be inducedto
gay when the question wag asked:
How Is business? wag the very brief,
but nevertheless satisfactory reply,
“Oh, business 18 geod, splendid.  Call
agam, old man, very busy now."”

The demand for portable evaporated
fruits and vegetables Is Immenso and
{t.recms o trouble to fjud houses to
supply it.  Any max who, can provide
ccndensed feed for horse, dog or man
ha« a Rlondiko of his own,

The market is little changed. Aus-
tialan butter s out. A splen.dd
quality of California butter is selling
at 21 cents. Fruits have fallen con-
sicerably in price and some lines of
drossed meats are higler.

Dairy Trade Items.

Munroe Crecamery €o., Ltd., of §t.
Charles, Man., has been incorpurated.

A small ‘ot of butter held by the
Saltcoats creamery, has been pur-
chasxl by the Parsons’ Produce (o,
of Winnineg. This is one of the last
lots of last seasen’s butter hed in the
country.

The Northwest Territory Dalry-
men’s asscelation will meet at Cal-
gary on March 8 E. N. Hopkins, of
Moot Jaw, prosident of the associa-
tion; W. Watson, vice president, Wm.
Trant, sceretary-treasurer, and Ang-
us Mackay, superintendent of the In-
dian Head farm, will ba present as
delegates and deliver addresses on
tonics of interest to the nssocu}tion.
From Calgary the delegates will go
north to various points along the C.
& E. Ry.

Rubber Prices Advance,

The follow:ng announcement has been
made by the Canada Rubber Co.. In
conseyguence of the persistent and, en-
crmous advances in the cust of crude
ubker it is fmpossible to continue
selling at present prices without re-
dueng  tho quality. Some  three
months ago all of the mechanical rub-
ber manulacturers in the Lnit:d Stat. s
advanced prices ten per cent.; and are
nsw  contemplating a  further sul-
vanco. v .

Hop'ng that the advance in the cost
of crude rubber m:ght not be per-
mancnt, we have delayed action until
it can o fonger be avoided, We are
therefore reluctantiy obliged tw notify
the trhide that on and after Mareh Ist
all prieces will be advanced ten per
cent. .

Grocery Trade Notes.

New crop Pagna rice to arrive from
Europe by about March 1 was Leing
olfered ot 5 1-4¢ for fancy.—New York
Journal of Commerce,

The business of Sir Thomas John-
stun Lipton, provision, tea and colfee
mer¢hant, and f(rvit preserver, of
London, England, is to be couverted
into a jolnt stock compary, which
will be capitalized at two millions.
The new company does not take over
the Lipton business in the United
States.,

The Commercial Men.

R. A. Matler, of the Iieewatin Lum-
ber company, was in the city this
aveek.

Walter 8. Croue, western represei-
tative ol Nelson & Sons, Montreal, was
in Winnipeg last week.
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Mr, Foster, represent ng E. A, Small
& Co., Montreal, is in the city this
week.

fMr. Moon, ot {he Dritish Columbia
M.llg, Timber and LTrading company,
left Winnipeg on Thuisday for Van-
couver. .

PpIr. Gregory, business manager of
tihat adnurable pubiication, the Nortl-
wastern Miller, of Minuncapolis, pald
Winnipeg a visit this week. Mr. Greg-
ory har recently been on an extended
tnp in Eastern Canada.

I J. Bouclier, ol Ra.ny River, Is in

he city. He s on a business <rip
for the firm of Boucher, Lang taff &
Holmes, or which he is sentor partner,

J. M Macdonahl, westcrn representa-
tive for Mclntyte, Son & Co., has re-
turned from a tr.p to Montreal.

Prince Albert Route.

Mr. J. F. Betts,.. of I’rince Albert,
speaker of thie Territorial assembiy,
is at tho Manitoba. Mr. Betts is on
his way east to draw the attention
of the boans of trade and prospective
Yukon pardes tn the c. lef cenwvres to
the advantages of the Lriuce Albert
water route to Yukun and leace
river, vitv Fort MeMurray., “We are
firm Dbelievers in our water route”
sald Me. Betts last evening to a Free
P'ress representative. “A Yukon trav-
eller after outfitting in our town,
takes the wagon trail to Green lake,
then to Beaver river, Green Water
river and the Athabasca. The only
portage is Portage la Losche, eleven
and a half miles, between Beaver and
Green Water rivers. That is the only
cno clear through. It is plain water
salling all tho way to Fort McMur-
ray. Our board of trade gives a guar-
auntee that the trausport charges over
the trall to Fort McMurray will not
exceed $2 a hundred. I shall go east
as far as Halifax., Our board of trade
has alrealy spent about 38,000 ad-
vertising our route, and if we do not
wel many big partivs to go our way
we still wil. have the satl-faction of
kuowing wo have advertised the west,
Thvo Dbiyy parties have gone our way
and I have just received u telegram
from a large IIamilton party desiring
to see me at once, as they contems
plate taking our route.”

Questioned about the lieutenant-
rovernorship of  the Northwest, Mr.
Betts sail that the great majority
of the people of the Territorics, fully
75 per cent. were hoping to see Mr.
Forget. of the fndlan department, got
the pesition. e would make an ef-
ficient incumbent, and is well acquain-
ted with the affairs of the Territorles.

British Live Stock Markets.

London, Feb. 28.—The trade in cat-
tle was weak, especlally for United
States and Argentine stock, of which
supplies were large and prices deelined
1t to 1-2c¢. Canadian stock was
steady, and unchanged from a week
Ago Choice United States cattle sold
at 11c: chowce Canadian nt 10 1-2¢: Ar-
gentine at 91-2¢.  Argentine sheep
decl'ned 1-2¢ to 1le. Canadian wn-
changed, at 1lc, : Lo

Liverpool, Feb. 28.—~There was no
materiai change in prices for cattle
in this market, Canadians being noted
at 9 1-2¢ to 10 1-2¢, and United States
at 10 1-2¢, vt

The Commercial house at  Austin,
Man.,, has changed hands. Mr. Carew
has withdrawn in favor of Mrs. Speed
who has leased the hotel.




