
THE CANADA LAJMBERMANYI 1904

imi' çion tlint the pricc of luinher was Itiglier
Ja # should be. Mr. Haickett said that s.:îws

fit cut British Colunmbia timbner were itot

li. ,if.ictured in Canada. They had to te inm-
Pe *,d from the United States, wvhere tlîey
c(i nmn $150 to $16o, and ;îdded to that w.

t i of thirty per cent., which liad to he p.;îid
r~ite entrance of the goods int Canada.

i% were in tire same category. He said
th,.-t wiîî tire cost of supplies so muchIi iglier

li. - than on the other side there was no rooni
ro'i unfair competition. He said that the lti-

stiaice rates charged malis were exorbitant.

Tie general rate %vas q94 per cent. and the

rate Of 13Y2 per cent. on the milis proper wvas
%t bigh thant the insurance comp.înies %%ere
asIlanîed to publish it.

API'EAL TO TIIE GOV1VRNM1ENT.

*tr. WV. G. Harvey tiien nioved iliti he

K' %rd crîdorse a petition that tLie mitimen badl
forwarded Io the Government. Mr. R.P. Mc-

L, iman seconded the motion, and said thai the

rt.iuest of the lumbermen wvas a modesî antd
rea.ionable orie, and uniess sornethiat-- were
Joue the province %vouid find itqeif in a state

of iommercial depressin shortiy The resolui-
tion wa'; carried unanimously. as foiiows:

"Titat ihe Vancouver Board of Trade real-

ies that the general commercial iinterests of
iitilh Columbia require ihat an equalization

in te duty on lumber be esiabliblied irnedi-

ateiy between lte tariffs of Canada and tire

United St aies, otherwise serjous commrercialI
Jepression wviil prevaif throughout this pro-
vaiice."

The Boards of Trade of ail ihe ieadiaig
tvasand cities in Britisb Columbia have cri-

dorsed the resolution iii favor of a duty on

lumber, and have agreed to the sugges;tion
that a delegation be sent to Ottawa ta impress
the malter tapon the Governiiient Money hiç

heen %viilingiy subscribed to pay the expens;es

oftirhe dele.gates.

VIEWS OF PROMINENT B. C. LIJMBERMEN.
Mr. R. H. Alexander, Secrctary l3ritibli Col-

timbia Milis, Tiniber and Trading Company.
IlThe foreigat export trade here iti iii almost a

mtate of coliapse owving to the nîad competition
whach bas arisen through the multiplicity of

nitlls and the consequent oversiocking of the

market, re>ulting in prices bcing brought
kloivn to away bclow the coNt of production.
Ihere is no doubt that when a good deal of
the old stocks wvhich have accumulated dur-
lit- the past thrcc years of excessive procluc-

lion are cleared off and the miii men have to
face manufacturing at a los!:, that price% vvilI
corne tip, ais logs are as high to-day as w~hen
ituniber %vas S0 per cent. highier. The condi-

tion of the domesîic trade is in just as bad a
shape as that of the foreign. To arrive at a
jubt conclusion as to tie causes of titis deplor-

aîble state of affairs, ane miubt not lose siglît
of the fact that trade here is really ruled by
wbat is going on in the United States. For

the past thrce years the.e btas been a big de-
mand for lumuber ail along'te coast, espccialiy
an1 Californii and as far cast as St. Paul and
the Missouri River. This led 10 ai big increase

in the prodîtcing capacity, saw milîs bcing

started b' tce do/ien- Silice thei thei dentand

ini California aand te catîs las f;iilen off, sci tim;t
tite naills are strivimîg as wvciI as ltey know iîow
to dispose of titeir -itock-s, and a% a resuit
pr;ces have beemi rcduced Io a ver>y ruinous
figure. Wica te Catifornia trade fais lthe
greal diiiculty is 10 nmarket the comnton grad5es
of iumber wbicit are usuiily rn.iaactiured iii
tite proportion of I; 10 i. Enormmnîs surplus
stocks of i hese lover grades hîae accunaulated
uit tr haaîds of the miii omnsers .robs tite
line, resîalting it titeir being .onîplet. 1)
jamnîc'd uip. Thu> htae been tagittiniz duriîtg
tite past tvo month-, for a 4uc. rate 10 Onmahta
and te Mli%!zouri Valley, lîoping to secuire sonte,
amelioratiori of the pre.scaît condition b> an out
]et into that mîarket. However, nothing bas
re.miltcd frm titat source as yet atid in tle
me.uttinie îiîe% iust sel1, the îvhoie question
reducing itseii tu one of securing hard cash
for iear iaNt accumuiating stotks irre.%pective
of prices and cost.

.'' unfortutately, are in iitnit li te sanie

pubitaoll, Ilitili%tucUilig iii tit: barrie propor-
tfaa>a, but wai the di.sadvant.ige of pobbesbing

nu honte market except Britisht Culumbia,
wligii as, pritLtis,.illy nothing. Tire natural mar

ket lor us is the North-West, and there we are
beiîîg uiîderst'ld b' te Anmericans naaking it
thte dumnag ground for their surplus stocks.
WNhiciacver %wiy one iesthe situation the
adv';antage as wadî t Amneriaasý. The% mari-

ufdcture an larger volume, flosse.s a la rger
matket, pay iess fur thear sýupplies, wvbile .il[
thear miachaaner) and be.wb f-i.st. iebs. WVitbuut
the tariff %e could get tbings fromt Puget
Sound cheaper than trom Manitoba and lire

Territories, ani yct although .aliorded no pro-
tection îuhaievcr %ve are taxed tu support the
Maniîtoba fariner. Ail conditiogîs make it

dearer tu nîauiufatcIre here ilhan on the Sound.
Last November trade pracLtiCili> topped in the
North-West. Sinice diu both the goertiment
agent and the C.P.R. have been urging the

mil owners here to be rcady tu supply the de-
matcd wvhicli wab sure Io .îrise with the inrusb of
imTmigrantls in tire cumling spring. Acting upon
this advice tey ha'.e itctunital.ited tremendous

stocks, but unfortunately, oving 10 tue bad
season rtothiing %vas donc unlil twvo wveeks ago,
when s>rnptus! bega1 î tu arise of belter trade.

Now when they h;ase ail prepared îhey fi-id
thernselveb shut out b,. Anierican comipetilion,
%vith the resuit that unless they are prepared

10 sel] at a s îcrifice no lumber will be shipped
at ail. I. means destruction to the industry,

as it as, impossible 10 sell clear grades and pile
up five limeb a±s much rougb lumber. The

oniy remedy is for the governrnieîa tu put a
duty on Arnerican htmber and provide uis te

market we l.îck. That the institution of a
tariff oit the iamportationi of the cheap gradIes

of Amcrican iuiatîber would hurt lthe settler i,.
the nmerest clap lrap, as lic pays the ustal
price of lunîber wvhether it be cheap or not, te

retailer seeing t0 this and uiîder no circutm-
stances allowving any ieduction wlîatevcr un-

less it be for trade. Furthcrmore, the average

settier's hou-je and barn neyer requircs more
titan î6,ooo fect oflumber and a duty of St.oo

per î,ooo wvould bc rnerely an amt of a cost
to. itim compared o te loss lie wvould suifer

by the reduction of the purctasing powers of
bis best cusiomiers. Tbere ;s no industry that
dishurses so mit antong the general public
it thte shape of wages, steaniboat charges, etc.,
ils the lumber trade, it being cstiinaled at $9>
tu the public for eery $j gaiiied b) themal
tuic.rer. \Vcrc a miii wilb ait anmal out-
put of say $Soo,ooo to close clown bte geaterai
public %wouid lose S450,000 lI the $50,000 lost
b> the owvrers. The loss to the cormnntîitv
Ac0iiectk ci> is. far more serious than cati pus.
bibiy bie estimated. Let lthe governmttent eitiîcr
grant protection or at least place lis ini a posi-

lion or equaliiy wiîil the Aittericants."

Mr. J. D. &NcçN.tir, of t: llabtiîtgs Sitiiagie
Miii Compiquy

ITue company, in viewv uftheb presemt nmar-
ket conditions, ;are curtaiiîg titeir outpuît. WCV
nlow average 4eu,OcxO %sltigte;.t day, whle our
capacily ib over r,o00,otio. Wu~ ita% feit tite
depression approacig ever siiace tic Amîter-

icans began tu~ compele for Caînadian trade
oîving lu the depressai iii their hontte mîarket
motre than a %car ago. ils bire -uatdition of
tue Unîited States maarket ha-, naut iiproved
but on the contrary growvn mserse, this %con-
petition bas become keener, untii to-day prices
aire s0 low and the state of the market so had
titat the miii ouner wvho wvould tltink of in-
crea-zitg lits capacîty or tif building new milis,
wvould certainiy be considered iîaaely mad by
the asbocialed aîîmberîîeît of te provlice."
Proceeding, Mr. MeNair went on tu say tuai.
tnmedmateiy alter the buraîiîg of titeir lunîber
miii hast October lie, in compaîîy witlt Mr.
1'iumerfelt aaîd a-ssociatteb, coatsidered tue ad-
vîsabiîîy of rcbuiidincg and %vere un.unimoubl>
agrced upori constructing a nili with doublu
or trebJe tite capai il> of ilie one bajrre, whia.h
Mviena raniig marstifactured onit i. erage
So,ooo feet of lunîber and ..zoo,ooo àliiatgies per
day, proided the Lauraer Gucraanieait culad
bce indticed bu grant sortie adequate protec-tion
front the ruinous competitioîî uhiit ihe, Mr.
&NtN.tur, %aw approi.hiig a.% a result of the
fast groning dcpresbion in tue U.nited States
mtarkets. la tfetter read b> Mr. Mc.Nair la
the %% riter, the ituniliiling spectacle wvas
brought tu view of the Bnitisi Columbia Lit
ber and Shingle Association appealing to the
United States Constat iii Vancouver, Col. Dud-
le>, for a correct iaterprctatiuat to bis goverai-
ment of the recentiy enacted iogging act. Suci

an occurrence, says Mr. McNair, is proof it-
self that bte British Colunmbia lumbermen wverc
grouing bired of tire apatlîy cf tite government
aI Ottawa, anîd %vere re'auy to appeal
to tbe lumbermen of the Pacifie Coast siates
for assistance- Loyalilst as lie wvas, hie wvas
convinced titat uies-. "oneiltiiig wvas donc hy
the Dominion floul;e to amcliormte lthe present
conditions tire~ day îval not far distant when
tue Canadian people would receive a rude

atwakeiiing in thte dcmand front British Colum-
bia for separation.

A LUMBER SCALE.
The Vulcan Iton '%%orc, of Scaite, Washington,

hiec for tiacar fncnd'. and patronI; a large rtumber of
pocket scatc'a, usli tan bc had by postal or verbal
rcqnacst. Tlacy arc very ncat and convenient.


