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accordance ivith this rule, is opening the
door ta the perpetration of frauds.

A case involving a question of registra-
tion bas lately occurred in fhe Province
of Quebec, where a Montreal creditor
induceci his debtor, residing in another
district, ta execute ia mortgage on real
property to secure his debt, but subse-
quently the debtor, at the request of
another creditor, executed a mortgage on
the same propcrty ta secure this debt.
'The second creditoi, residing in the saine
district with the debtor, succeeded in
getting his mortgaîge registered just before
the mortgage alieady given to the Mon-
treal creditor. The Montreal creditor,
finding himself with a secondary and
doubtful security instead of a first mort-
gage, brouglit an action in Montreal te
have his mortgage take priority by regis-
tration before the other mortgage, basing
his demand on the allegation that the
country creditor had agreed with the
debtor to allow him te take a first mort.
gage. The country creditor pleaded by
declinatory exception that the action
shoulid have been brouglit in the rural
district where, the property wras situated,
and vhere the parties reside and were
served. This exception was maintained
in ic Superioi- Court, and the action dis-
missed but is still pending on appeal.

It la becoming more and more urgent
for the mercantile comunity to have
uniform insolvent legislation throughout
the Dominion, especially as the repeal of
the Dominion Insolvent Act has in effect
revived many of the old Provincial lavs
relating te insolvent debtors whicl vere
in conflict witl, and hacd been superseded
by, the paramount legislation of the Dom-
inion Act.

CABMET CANGES.

Ve hope most sincerely that the
rinior that the First Minister is about
ta assume the oflice of President of the
Couuncil is well founded. The duties of the
First Minister mîust necessarily ho sufli.
ciently arduous in Canada, without add-
ing te thei tie charge of an important
department. In the Iniperial Cabinet it
bas long been the usage te relieve the
First Minister froi the charge of a de-
partiment, indl yet the departmental
systei is carried out in E ngland te an
extent that is scarcely possible in Canada
owning te ojîr Federal organization. I
England the business coming befoire the
entire Cabinet is comparatively triling,
w'hiile in Canada the most minute details
are disposed of' by the CounciL. In order
to exercise that supervision over the

departments generally thLat is so desirable,
the First Minister should be relieved of
departnental vork, and should be en-
abled to devote his entire time to the
general business of the country. Ilitherto
the office of Prîesident of the Council lias
been conferred on the juniori member of
the Adminis.tration, who lias not been in
a position to suiperintend the departinent-
al vork. In Canada the office of Presi-
dent of the Council should be made in
practice vlaft its title indicates, viz., the
principal office in the Government. The
duties, if properly fulfilled, would be
sufficiently arduous te occupy the atten-
tion of a Minister, and as they must neces-
sarily be performed by thei First Minister,
the charge of a department in addition
throws upon him an amount of vork
which even the most vigorous men would
find beyond their strengtlh. It witl appear
evident, even to those vho have reflected
little on the subhject, that althoughi the
duties of President of the Council may
have been light te the junior member of
the Administ ration, they would be the
very reverse te the First Minister, w'ho is
necessarily compelled to supervise the
work of the other departmentsi even while
his attention is largely given te the de-

partment specially entrusted te him.
Wlether the rumor of a contemplated
change be true or filse, the policy is sound,
and we feel assured that it will be adopted
at no distant day by general consent.

It bas been recently announced that
Mr. Gladstone is about te resigli the office
of Chancellor of the Exchequer, which
lie lins held in conjunction vith that of
First Lord of the Treasury. If is by no
means surprising that M'r. Gladstone
should seek a relief which for many
years back his predecessors have enjoyed.
This change isvwe imagine, the only foun-
dation for the rumors of Mr. Gladstone's
retirement from public life.

IR1ON MANUFACTUIE. (2>

If we take a brief glance ab the leading
epochîs in the history of the iron trade it
is for the puipose of showing the caution
witii which the several new improvements
were adopted from time te time and as
introductory to the principal latter-day
improvements.

Capitalists who have spent large sums
of money in erecting works are not gen-
erally pleased te find that saine new and
economical process threatens te supersede
what they had supposed ta be the highest
attainient of practical science, and new
inventions are consequently looked upon
vifth iidiffereice, if not 3ith marked dis-
favor and distrust. Simon Stuirtevant,

who obtained a patent in 1611 for the
substitution of pit coal for charcoal, did
not succeed, however, in introducing lbis
invention; neilier did his successor ini
the privilege, John Rovene i. It was n
till the experiments of Dul D.îdley, i!i fl
beginning of the l7th century, that any
degree of success was achieved in this
direction. For generations prior to his
tine the history of the iron trade is little
more than a record to improve the blist.
ILt was considered a great improvenent
when the double bellows, which eve-y
village blqpksmith uses now, vere intro
duced, se connected that, by their alterin-
ate action, a continuons blast was main-
tained. Previous te Dudley's discovery
there- was no machinery pow'erful enougl
to inake a blast to produce in coaI tle
requisite intensity of leat besides that
no ineans had been devised te expel from
coal the sulpliur which is prejudicial to
the manufacture .of iron. Dudley dis-
covered how:coal, charred by a process
analogous to tbatapplied and since called
coking, may easily be raised to the neces.
sary degree of heat, and that, if the pro-
cess is properly conducted, the coal loses
to a great extent the noxious ingredient
of sulphur. The number of coking ovens
required te supply the denanîds of the
Londonderry Iron Works, Nova Scotia, is

,about 124, of which some 67 are in London-
derry and owned by the company itself
the others are in Stellarton.

But everything appears te have con-
spired against Dudley and his inventions:
floods carried avay his works, at another
time they were pulled down by mobs in
fthe interest'of the charcoal burners the
utility and' oiiginality of his discovery
were denied ; le was involvel in expen-
sive law-suits, imprisoned for debt, lie ias
plundered in the Rebellion, and was re-
fused justice in the Restoration. His per
severance and energy were unrivalled: lie
petitioned, lie published, lie argued, lie
implored, but ail in vain. -Te ftounded
the fortune of thousands and ruined his
own; he lived unrewarded, and died
brokenhearted. But his secret died with
him, and it was not fill many years after
that the idea wvas revived.

The next experiment was made nvitl
raw coal by a German called Blewstoie,
vho built his furnaces at Wednesbury, se
ingeniously contrived that only the flane
of the coal should coine to the ore ,but
tlis invention, flie origin probably of the
reverberatory furnice, had no success. It

vas not till the early part of the 18th
century flat the first permanent works
for the smelting of iron with coal were
established, whben Abraliam Darby began
his operations at Coalbîoekdale, viho cm-


