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On the weft coail of HudCon's Bay, it is well known, that the

fea has retired confiderably fince the firft eftablifhment of the

fettlements; as at Churchill, the Indians remark, that canoes have

pafled within their remembrance over rocks, where the higheft

tides do not flow at prefent by feveral feet ; and Mr. Duncan,

whofe voyage has been noticed at page 52, found fuch evident

marks of the fea having retired, that although he is fully con-

vinced of the authenticity of De Fonte's account, from his obfer'

vations on the other fide of the continent, yet he thinks the fea

might have retired fo as to leave the route imprafticable in the

prefent day. But it fliould be obferved, that he formed this opi-

nion from his furvey of the Chefterfield Inlet, where the Com-

pany fent him to endeavour to find out the paflage in De Fonte's

Lake ; as he found a large bed of cockle Ihells on the banks af

the

*« themfelves from the cold, would find here but very Iwd lodg'ng." It has been obfer/ed,

that the ice is heaped up along the coaft of ^pitzbergen, forming what are culled Icebergs,

and thofe who have penetrated into the country have obferved, that the mountains confill of

gravel, and flat Hones, like grey flate, heaped upon one another, vvliich are raifcd by the

wind, and form new appearances every year. Now I fliould apprehend, the mail found fo

far inland, might have been part of the wreck of fome veflel loll in the ice, :ind the fiolJ on

wh'ch flie was wrecked, being afterwards grounded near the fliore, in proccfs of time would

be covered by the loofc gravel and flates before mi'ntioned, and fuccccdiiig feafon.i forming

fre(h icebergs without it. It might, without digging below the f«Hacc, be fupppfed to li.wc

been raifed above the fea. This opinion feems to be confirmed by fome of th.fe icebergs,

which have the appearance of land, being fomctimcs broke from the Ihores by hard gales of

wind, as appears by rhe colledlion of Dutch voyages in the north, where there is an inllance

of a fliip being moored to a field of ice, daring which time the men climbed up to the top

of it, whi;h was lo fathoms above the water, where th.iy found it covered with earth, and

the birds had laid th^ir eggs. The colour of the ice was a fine azure blue, and totally dif-

ferent from the other fields. This ctrcumllance gave rife to various fpeculations, (ome ima-

gining it to be the elTeftof the ice, and others thought the whole was amafs of frozen earth.
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