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Chiist, ull Hiiecteilin;; u;;cM huvi< nhiinilnntly rxprrinircti." Tho nr-

luoHcnKMit ui'Juto.'* Iiere lulvertcd to may be wurlli notioinir ; t>otU <>

vi*nl« liuviii;; orciirriMl within the fii'»tt«ix or ei^tit yearn oTthe seventh
icntury ; hut wn huve au yet met with no evidence to convinru \i» of

tin) propriety of n|>|)lyiiiirtlie epithet Antirhrist lo Mohammed. It ix,

however, the opinion of many l*rotei4tunt expositors of prophery, (hut

thiri nppelUition Is properly lUtribntHhle to tliht nyfileni oreeeleiiins.licul

iloniinution nolun^ exer<:i>-ed hy the Homich hierarchy, niul the coii-

tiniianco ot' wliieh, it in maintained, i» limited hy the pro|dietie term of

IJOO years. If, therefore, llil.<^ pretUetcd pevioti, assigned to tlie reign

(I'lhe llomiiii Aniu hii8>t, be dateiUVom near the eomniencement o!

Ihoweventh i'«*ntury, wc arc not very far from the era of great moral
fliniigcs in the s' ito oftlio \v(»rld ; un«l there arereaHonn to be adduced

in a subsetpicnt part of thiii work, which lead uh to believe, that tho

ciircer nf iXolmmmedauirim tunt* parallel to thnt of Popery, and that,

takinjr their rite fiom nearlv a common era, they arc destined also to

(iyuoerise in their fall.

CHAPTER IV.

The Prophet announces his .V/.s5uin among his kindred of the Korcish—'
Meets with a htirsh repulse—-Begins to deciire it in pubUc—yitw of hi.j

fundanuntat doctrines—'His pretensions respecting the Koran.— The. dis-

dainful Rejection of his Message hy his feUoic-citizniS'-'His consequrnLlJe-

nunciations against them.

The mi^jsion ot Mohammed had hitherto been conducted in private.

Tho proHelyttishe had thns far gained had been won over fromamon^
the clrelo of his immediate friends and connexions. The time had now
coine, he affirmed, when the Lord commanded him to make his mejs-

anffe publicly known, beginning with his kindred ofthe tribe of Koreish,
' thou covered, arise and preach, and magnify thy Lord.' '* And
Hdinonish thy more near relations." To this end he directed Ali ta
prepare a generous entertainment, and invite to it tho sons and des-
cendants of Abdol Alotalleb, where, when they were ail convened, ho
would formally divulge to them the solemn fact of the apostolic com-
mission. iSome disturbanee, occasioned by Abu Taleb, eaused the
conpany to break up before ho hud an opportunity of efiecting hia

purpose, which induced him to give them a second invitation on the
[ensuing day. About forty of them accordingly assembled around
his board, when the prophet arose, ond thus addressed his
wondering guests ;^*' I know no man in the whole peninsula ofthe Ar«
abs who can propose any thing more excellent to his relations than
what I now do to you ; I ofter you happiness both in this life and in

I

that which is to come ; God Almighty hath commanded me to call you
Jnto him ; who therefore among you will be my vizier (assistant), and

I

will become my brother and vicegerent ?" General astonishment kept


