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iv PREFACE.
Volume was made public in 17 17, and the earlicft

Letter is dated in 1699. Tiic 25th Volume was
pub-

Tliat of above fourfcore French Mifllcnaiies, who have let out

within thefe fifteen or fixteen Years * for Indiay and China, fc-

vtral fuffjicd Shipwreck, 'vi^. Fathers Barnabc, Nivct de 7Jj'f

cnvillc, and rhliip Avrtl. Tliat contagious Diftempcrs, catch'd

either in attending on fuch Soldiers and Sailors as were fick on
Board the Ships, or on Chrijliani and Heathens afliore, fwept

away great Numbers, as Fathers /?oc<^v//^, de Serlu^ deSt.Mar-
I'n, Ricbnud, Ducboy deBc^e, Archamhaiidy Marcel le Blanc,

iMLixltnin Michelt Panyaud, Geneix, dc St. Leu, Burin, Dolzc,

and Rrother Daudy : That others fufF.red a long Imprifonment,

wjiereiii tliey were cruelly treated by Heathens and Hereticks j as

Father de lu T>nii'd!e 'n Siain, Father d'' Eipagnac, who died in

Capcivity in Pegu ; Father-' Tachard, de Beze, Colujfon, Marcel
Ic BLou, Coniilh^ Peter Martin, BeaunjoUier, and Brother Mo-
ric€t, Voli nuiy eafily figure to yourfelf the Multitude of Suf-

ferings, of anotlier Kind, which await a Miflionary, who comes
into a Country, with whofe Language, Manner?, and Cuiloms
he is wlioliy unacquainted ; and yet is forced to conform to them,
with regard to the Way of Life, Drefs, and other Articles of
civil Society. Heaven only knows the Pcrfecutions which arc

raiftd againll them by the Enemy of our Salvation. It may,
in fame mcadire, be affirmed, that whatever St. Paul relates

cjnci'i ning his Ferlecutions, fuit all our Mifllonaries, in part ; and
perhaps Ibnie particular ones among them, wholly.

1"he Letters writ by our Fathers, will inform you of the only

Circumliance which can repay their various Toils and Sufferings,

'ihey convert, annually, many thoufand Inlidels ; and tho* their

Life b: exceedingly painful and aullere, Heaven foftens it with

\\) many Lonlolations, tliat they are afraid thefe fhould fui)ftra«5l

too conlidcrable a Portion of their Recompencc.

What Zeal foevcr rray be fiiewn, in procuring thofe who
toil in this Manner, the imall Necellaries they cannot abfolutely

do without ; the Labourers are fo very numerous, that there is

not wherewithal to fupport them. In compliance with the holy

.irclouf of n:any who dchrcd to engage in thefe Miflions,

a:)d to nffill the Wants of fuch Nations as fued for (^r Aid, it

was foiM.d neceflary to fend a great Number of MilTic tries, all of
whom wcrecbliged to lely nieiely on Providence: And as a con-

fiucrablc Number of l';ilal>lii]iments were made, it was thought

j\oper to divide them iuro two trench \ ice-provinces, one in

C.hi.-i.it and the other la the F.ajl-Jndics.

* V ('-/i //.if,/? he naw ahuut fartyt or on: and forty Tears Jlncc,

I <.:. it. •n \~.'Z.
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