
n PBEFACE.

here iiitnkM against such as have copied whole paires into their ovb
worlis, where ihey have even acknowledged iheir auurce u( inrormaiiun

;

bui I would point the eyes of all MUch an may read this to their own
pafes, which have been trnnsterred from that work, or so concocted out

of it as to induce the belief that it was the fruits of their own labor. Such

C0Bi|4len, doubtless, presume only their own works wiU be read oa the

SDbject of the Indians ; or that the obscure and humble author of the

Book of the Indians had no means of.exposing their piracies. And even

now, " aAer all said and done,'* perha|M Queen Victoria will never read

this preface, or compare the pages of the orsat polio " Biography and

History of the Indians" with those of the Book of the Indians
; yet there

may be those on this side of the Atlantic who may be benefited by this,

though indirect, information. Besides, I am too late now to send a book

to her majesty, with the slightest prospect of her ever reading it, for the

very reason that she has already several books by American authors on

hand ! And if she has read even one, is it to be presumed she would

ever read another ? Moreover, what would she care whether Col. Stooe

gave me credit for a lact, or Mr. Thacher, or Henry Trumbull 7
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