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and sent nit'ssrnjjeis to evtM-y piU't ; till, sit \hv expiration of

n ytwr and a lialf, Iiis heart nitlled with teiuh'iness, and he
repaiiod to his fiii jut's house at IJickley, in Devonshire.

Disguised hoth in hahit and countenance, he was not at first

known; ]»iit when lie discovered himself, Joy pushed out in

full streams, stoppiny^ the power oi* speecli: they bedewed
his cheeks ivith tears, and imprinted them with their kisses.

For some time unsatisfied lonirin;js after the community of
gipsies preyed on his mind ; lon{2^ did filial piety and his in-

clinations strujjjji^le for the victory; at leny^th the last prevail-

ed. One day, therefore, without takinjif leave of any of hiti

friends, he directed his steps towards the Brick-house, at

Tiverton, when findinj; some of the gipsies there, he joined
their company, to the ^reat satisfaction of them all.

Beiny: ajjfain admitted at the first general assembly of the
gipsies, he was soon after sent out on a cruize upon their

enemies. The first efforts that occurred to his thoughts were,

the equipping himself with an old pair of trowsers, enough
of a jacket to cover his nakedness, stockings such as nature

gave, shoes which had leaks enough to sink a first-rate

man-of-war, and a woollen cap so l)hick, that one might safely

swear it had never been washed. He became now nothing
more nor less than an unfortunate shipwrecked seaman. In
his first excursion he gained a very considerable booty^

having imitated the passes and certificates that were neces-

sary for him to travel unmolested, and proceeded to Totness,

and from thence to the city of Exeter, v*here he raised acon>
tribution in one day amounting to several pounds.

He next became the plain, honest, country farmer, who^
living in the Isle of Sheppy, in Kent, had the misfortune to

have his grounds overflowed, and all his cattle drowned.
His habit was neat, but rustic ; his air and liehaviour simple
and inoflfensive; his speech in the Kentish dialect; his coun-
tenance dejected ; his tale pitiful; his wife and seven tender

helpless infants being partakers of his misfortunes; in short,

never did actor personate any character* more just, seldom,

getting less than a guinea a day.

He once gave a handsome gratuity to an expert and fa-

mous rat-catcher (who assumed the honour of being rat-

catcher to the King), to be initiated into that art, and the still

more useful secret of curing madness in dogs or cattle.

Our hero soon attained so considerable a knowledge in

his profession, that he practised with much succe-^^s anti ap-
plause, to the great advantage of the public.

Forming a new stratagem^ he exchanged his habit. shirt».

and all. for only an old blanket ; shoes and siockitv^s lie laid

aside, because they did not suit his present ptiM>'.-. luting;


