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diplomatic strenj^th ami skill, though not

always siiccesst'ully, and has att'orded

wliun necessary the valuable service of

her public credit. For the empire, Can-

ada has incurred great liabilities, which,

while develi)i)ing Canadian territory and

enlarging Canadian wealth and com-

merce, must inevitably be of signal ser-

vice in the future defense of the Queen's

dominions. India alone, an)ong the

other dependencies of the crown, has in-

curred great expenditure foi- inij)erial

interests ; but this was done, not by the

spontaneous and loyal self-sacrifice of

the people, but by the order of the

state. In the West Indies great bat-

tles have been fought, which have made
the waters surrounding those islands full

of glorious historic memories ; but those

battles wore fought by the British navy,

.. d entailed no struggle and little sac-

•' .ce on the part of the people. In

Canada, however, all efforts made for

the security and the interests of the em-

pire have been loyal, spontaneous, and

helpful.

Nevertheless, the political develop-

ment of Canada was slow. It did not

exhibit that progress by leaps and

bounds towards free political institutions

which we notice in the case of the Aus-

tralian colonies. These latter sprang

speedily into full life and vigor because

they had no long preliminary period of

military rule. They were settled rap-

idly by men who fully understood the

practice of constitutional government,

and therefore constitutions were quickly

conferred on them. But in the North

Ameri(!an provinces, though some be-

came British possessions in 1713, and

all in 1763, the acquisition of political

institutions of perfect freedom was long

delayed. Nova Scotia did not acquire re-

s])onsible government till 1848 ; Pi-ince

Edward Island not till 1851 ; New
Brunswick not till 1848 ; Quebec not

till 1841, at the time of the union of

Upper and Lower Canada, and indeed

it was not till the second session of the

first Parliament tiiat responsible govern-

ment was, in tiieory, conceded to the new

Province.

The reasons for this long delay in

gaining responsible government are in-

teresting. Tlio country was obtained by

conquest or had been always maintained

by arms ; consequently a period of mil-

itary rule was natural and necessary.

The invasion of Canada from the United

States in 1775 prolonged this period of

military government, and indeed ren-

dered any other government almost im-

possible. The loyalist inunigration into

Canada from 1770 to 1783, and after-

ward, added to the pojjulation a great

number of j)eople by no means disposed

to think that jjolitical agitation of any

sort was good for the peace and order of

the state. The war of 1812 strength-

ened the military ^nd conservative feel-

ing again, and gave an air of treason to

political designs and demands which at

any other time would have been deemed
worthy of serious consideration. The
rebellion of 1837 stigmatized as traitors

all who had joined in it, the penalties

inflicted having been very severe. For

these reasons, the demand made, and

ultimately conceded, for responsible gov-

ernment was met by the fierce and de-

termined opposition of the most influen-

tial, intelligent, and respectable men in

all Canada. The opposition to responsi-

ble government did not come from Brit-

ish officials or the red-tapists of Down-
ing Street. It came from within, from

among the people themselves, and from

the best and the wisesi among them.

For example, in Nova Scotia, in 1838,

resolutions were passed against the pro-

posed federal union of the Provinces

on the ground that it would " imbue the

rising generation with a fondness for

elective institutions." In New Bruns-

wick, in 1849, the people sustained at

the polls an administration strongly op-

posed to responsible government.

Responsible government having, how-

ever, been gi-anted to all the Provinces,
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