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ferings of our Savior; with all these attractions, there is

no wonder that this locality has drawn to itself an amount

of attention which few of the nations of the earth are

able to command.

The Turks are a peculiar people ; and the description

tion which we have f,Mven of their habits and customs,

from data obtained by personal contact and intercourse

with all classes of the population, from the Sultan in the

seraglio down to the Bulgarian peasant in his hut and

the roving Koord in the mountain fastnesses, cannot but

prove interesting and instructive both to the student of

history and the general reader.

While this Empire and locality demands from its

position and surroundings more than the ordinary share

of study and attention, there is probably no other portion

of the earth's surface, actually peopled by a civilized or

semi-civilized population, and constituting a recognized

member of tie family of nations, about which so little is

known by tht; masses of the English speaking peoples, as

this land of :he Ottomans. Only within a very recent

time has traxel through the interior been a possibility
;

and even now it is attended with a considerable amount

of personal danger. The lack of railroads, and even of

passable Ciiniage roads, renders locomotion slow and

tedious ; while the unsettled condition of the country,

the suspicious character of the peo[)le, and the nomadic

and predatory bands of Koords and outlaws, suffice to

keep the lucUess traveler in a constant state of doubt

and watchfulness ; and are anything but incentives to

careful study and observation either of the country and

its products, or of the population by which he is sur-

rounded. A thousand travelers might be summarily

disposed of i.i this unfortunate land without anyone

being the wis:;r of it or any inquiries being instituted.


