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niiedicines is far greater thanr auybody cati

picture. I have !ni my ntlind witbia the

iasf two weeks ftie (leatits of two clilîdren

Iu differeut places froîn eating tabiets whiclî

ivere thrown in at fthe doors of dwellings%

The effect was fatal. 1 say it advisediy

that the flrst medical Mien of the day dis-

approve of drugs and patent ntedicines.

One of thte ieading mêdical men lu Eng-

laud, w-ho had been the officiI physiciati

of the Queen, addressing a body of medical

students, said the experience of the past

few yerars teacmes us fhat those botf les you

see ou the siielves w-I l a short titue he

aIl sweI)t away, and( the duty of the doc-

for w-ill be ta teacli fte iietitoi of preserv-

ing life so thiat it cati he iîiaiintaiined lu its

bligliest condition witlîout tIhe uise of a1

single dr-. That is fte utteratice of auî

(-liîltent ninher of fihe p)rofessionl w-ho lbas

badl a long experience. Near.ly .50 ye;îrs

ugo, niy attention m-as directcd fo titis sub-

Ject by the fact tijat one of ftle leaditi

inedical men lu titis country refuised to

pass uMy life on air application for a poiicy

of iusurince. 1 immiiediately took issue

flot only w-ith Uit inedical mari, but w-itli

Matr otiier menibers of the professiomi,
and front that date until now, tire subjeet

bias been engrossing iny attenîtioni because

of fliat very facf. I have discuissed if over

and over again w-ith iedicai mn, and a
large majority of tîtein hiave adinlittcd fa

nie thiat the evil effects of drugs were un-

hliilited. btit ftat tlie people deînatîded

tbein. If simple prescriptions or advice

w-ere offered it was not accepted. The peo-

pie were flot educated up f0 the htigiiest

standard. A body of legisiators well rip

itn life, like titis Senlate, ouglit to pluse 111

dealing with titis suhject. I do0 not liesi-

fate to SasY titaqt 10,000 babies are kiiied

every year il, the Provillce of Quebec frotîl

the use of tuotrphine. I have beeti tracuiig

î t up. 'Mrs. W'inslow's Sootltiig Syrup, so
universally used, is being put up by a me(l-

icai mtin ii the City 0f Motîtreal, anîd sold

everyw-iere fhrougbi the province. I have
l)eeu foid hy one w-ho lias ntadé an iîîquiiy
of fte cbiemist anîd w-ho lias faken Soute

iîîterest la the subject, titat tbe people

must bave the drug. A labouring ivoran

i-ho bas not the timle f0 look after lier

baby, prifs it lu a cradie and if thie baby

lion. Mr. SCOTT-

cries, gives it soothing mèdicine. he
child goes to sieep, and site tinds that f0

be the qulckest way of keeping ber chiid

quiet, aud finnlly a funeral is held. Any

one who inquires into the subject, must

corne to the conclusion that the use of

opium at the preserit day is doiug a vast

nimount of liarm. Otîter nations have wa-

kened Up to the effeet of it aud are legis-

iating to remedy the evil. It is ail very

weil to say Unit opium bias been uised for

centuries, but it is noue the iess ani evil.

Wbat rigitt miuded persoti could defend

the policy of Great Britain, ini forcing oit

China the opium of India ini order that

the natives 0f India mighit mnake nioncy

on the destruction of the Chinese? The

-world is getting wiser, and Caniada oughit

flot to be behifld la the race of civilizatiotl

and enlighteninient. iolweutmîe
into the scales as against butuiian life ?

We canuot escape the responsibility. 1 do

flot wholly approve 0f titis Bill. because,

as the hon. senator front Kingston says,

if is loaded up wvlith poison whichi may be

put lu prescriptions. Thte lion. senator

from Edmonton, who is a doctor of large

experience, says titat lie finds opium is do-

ing a vasf deai of itarni f0 imrman life,

and w-heu le asks titat in any p)rescrip-

tions where opium or morphine is used, it

sbouid appear ou the label, 1 ask is tîmat

goiug too far? Surely ,vliîen -\ve are giv-

ing our chiidren drugs, w-e slîould know

wvlat drugs %ve are giving tein. Our res-

ponsibilify is greafer than miany imiagina(.

Tire lion. senator from Kîag.ston drew at-

tention f0 the drugs xvhich. under tlîis

Bill, are free to al]. Opium is perhaps rio

%vorse titan îny of the otimer drugs lu fli(

iPst. but it is more generalir used. Its

influence is so delusive fliat it is not no-

tieed. It does îlot tlîrow the patienît itîto

a paroxysil of auy kind, but i., sootiiî ini

its effect. The patient goes asleep and

sieeps for hours, and the niatural conclu-

sion of those who do not understaad the

drug is that if bas doue good. Yet titis

Bui is opposed because ail fliat is asked

for is tbat if a mnedicine confains opium,

the proportion of opium la it slial he

stated on the label ln order fhat the public

may know what thiey are getting. Is that

a concession thaf is f00 much ta ask?
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