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[English] week, a week designated to focus public attention on the 
importance of preventing injury and illness in the workplace.

This year’s slogan, “Communicating: Open the Channels”, 
stresses the need for co-operation. The importance of preven­
tion is clear when we look at the figures. In 1993 alone 733 
Canadian workers were killed and nearly 830,000 were injured 
while at work. This translates into more than 15 million work 
days lost with direct and indirect costs of more than $10 million.

I commend the people trying to reduce these numbers by 
increasing awareness of the problem. I urge all members of the 
House to work with business and labour to stop this tragic waste 
of human and economic resources.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Mr. Herb Grubel (Capilano—Howe Sound, Ref.): Mr. 
Speaker, increased competition in broadcasting by telephone 
companies will increase consumer choice and result in lower 
prices.

The people of British Columbia are in danger of losing these 
benefits because B.C. Telecom is partly foreign owned and 
therefore prohibited from holding a broadcast licence.

I urge the government to remove the relevant foreign owner­
ship restrictions altogether to maximize benefits for consumers.

As a second best policy, I urge the government to permit B. C. 
Telecom to own a broadcasting licence by a special waiver of the 
foreign ownership restriction just like it has for the company’s 
other activities.

The people of British Columbia would be sure to benefit 
greatly.

MARITIME PROVINCES

Mr. Ron MacDonald (Dartmouth, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the 
leaders of the world’s wealthiest countries are meeting in 
Halifax this week for the G-7 summit to discuss greater eco­
nomic and political integration.

In this climate of global change we are witnessing the 
dismantling of barriers to commerce regionally, continentally 
and globally. This coupled with the changing nature of federal­
ism in this country offers the maritime provinces the opportuni­
ty if not the necessity to redefine their role within 
Confederation.

For too long the common concerns of maritimers have been 
diluted on the national stage by far too much local parochialism. 
If the maritime provinces are to re-establish their economies in 
the context of the national or international marketplace strong 
leadership must be shown now to arrive at a true economic and 
by extension political union of the maritime provinces.

I call on the maritime political, business and economic 
leaders to take up the challenge to place the maritime provinces 
in the position to succeed as Canada continues to undergo 
profound periods of restructuring.

INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

Mr. Len Taylor (The Battlefords—Meadow Lake, NDP): 
Mr. Speaker, today the Sierra Club announced that a coalition of 
12 Canadian environmental organizations will be in Halifax 
during the G-7 summit later this week to urge G-7 leaders to 
keep their promise to review international financial institutions.

The coalition’s five point plan includes a review of the 
policies and practices of the Bretton Woods institutions, a Tobin 
tax on speculators, ending world bank lending to environmental­
ly and socially destructive megaprojects, measures to reduce 
multinational debt and the end to structural adjustment pro­
grams.

The draft G-7 final communique leaked last week shows the 
G-7 countries are interested only in protecting the interests of 
international speculators and investors.

It is the people’s summit that will be discussing fundamental 
reform of the Bretton Woods institutions to move us toward a 
more stable, equitable and sustainable international financial 
system.

I congratulate the Sierra Club for taking the lead in this 
important initiative.

* * *
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BOSNIA

Mr. Julian Reed (Halton—Peel, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I call on 
all members of the House to join me in welcoming Mr. Kresimir 
Zubak, president of the federation of Bosnia-Hercegovina, and 
Mr. Vladislav Pogarcic, deputy minister of foreign affairs for 
the Bosnian federation.

The federation of Bosnia-Hercegovina was created last year 
in Washington, D.C. Its creation signalled a small step toward 
peace in what has been a tragic and lengthy war. The federation 
is currently comprised of Bosnian Croats and Bosnian Muslims 
who have agreed to work together toward a lasting peace.

WORK SAFETY

Mr. Gurbax Singh Malhi (Bramalea—Gore—Malton, 
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I rise today to draw to the attention of the 
House that this week is Canadian occupational safety and health


