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now that our plan can be implemented immediately.MTe
home builders' association reported 152,000 housing
starts in Canada last year and expects at most 156,000
this year. With the measure we are proposing today,
there would be 210,000 housing starts in Canada this
year. Why does the goverfiment not want to follow this
plan, which would create 100,000 new jobs riglit away, in
housing alone?

[English]

Hon. Don Mazankowski (Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Finance): Mr. Speaker, I did indicate to the
hon. gentleman earlier that this was a matter that was
under active consideration, and that it is.

Hon. Herb Gray (Windsor West): Mr. Speaker, I too
have a question for the Minister of Finance.

Even with the government's announcement today of
lower down payrnents for homes, there will stili be
hundreds of thousands of construction workers without
jobs. 'Me Minister of Finance himself adrnitted last week
that they had little or no prospects of going back to work
this year. Does the goverfiment not realize that they can
go back to work if it takes more action now, together with
the provinces, municipalities and private sector?

Therefore I ask the Minister of Finance: Wliy won't
the government immediately adopt the plan outlined last
Friday by the Leader of the Officiai Opposition to create
a national community public works program, an infra-
structure prograrn, to create needed improvements in
our roads, our bridges, our pollution control and trans-
portation systems, and to get more Canadians back to
work not next year, not some time in the vague future,
but now?

Hon. Don Mazankowski (Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Finance): Mr. Speaker, I know this may corne
as a surprise to the lion. member, but construction
output lias increased for the eightli consecutive month ini
the last month. We recognize the recovery is sluggîsh
prirnarily due to the slowing down of the world econo-
mies, and particularly that of the United States. Ob-
viously the lion. meraber suggests that we drive up the
deficit further or we tax Canadians more. It is one thing
for the hon. member to suggest the expenditure of $3
billion; it is another tliing to find out wliere we will find
the money.

Is the hon. member suggesting that we should add $3
billion to the deficit? Or, is lie asking tliat we sliould tax
Canadians more? If so, where?

Oral Questions

Hon. Herb Gray (Windsor West): Mr. Speaker, the
Minister of Finance says the economy is sluggish. Why
does lie flot level with Canadians and say it is flot only
sluggish, the recovery is slowing down because this
goverfment is doing nothing?

I ask the minister this: Why won't lie adopt the Liberal
community works plan which will get Canadians back to
work, cut government spending on unemployment insur-
ance and welfare, create wages for workers, profits for
business, and generate revenue that will get the deficit
down and help Canadians? Why won't this government
adopt a practical plan that will create mucli needed hope
and confidence for Canadians?

Hon. Don Mazankowski (Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Finance): Mr. Speaker, I thouglit this pro-
gram was a Federation of Municipalities of Canada
program. I arn rather surprised that the Liberals have
adopted it.

1 repeat the answer to the lion. member: If lie could
provide me with some insight as to how lie would pay for
the $3 billion works program-

An hon. member: A billion.

Mrn Mazankowski: Ail riglit, a billion dollars. Is lie
proposing that we increase the defîcit by $1 billion, $2
billion or $3 billion? Or, is lie proposing that we increase
taxes? If so, who does lie want to tax?

Hon. Audrey McLaughlin (Yukon): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Prime Minîster.

Over the course of the last six weeks I have spoken
witli hundreds of Canadians, Canadians who have one
message for this goverfiment, and that is that tliings have
to change. There is a plienornenal lack of hope and sense
of despair out there that is crippling this country. Riglit
now this government's policy creates unernployment. I
want to point out to the Prime Minister that unemploy-
ment is not a no cost option. 'Thxpayers are paying over
$30 billion for the unemployed and those receiving social
assistance.
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I want to say to the Prime Minister that the best way to
bring down the deficit is to bring down unemployment.
Wil the Prime Minister assure Canadians that there will
be some hope in the February budget and that lie will
bring in a budget with job creation?
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