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Federal District Commission

There are twe features to the bill which
make it objectionable. Thcy are wrong. MY
first objection is based on the explanatory
note te the bill wbich is tound on page 1
and which rcads as follows:

The puripose ot this bill is te amend the
Federal District Commission Act, 1927, se as te
eniable the commission te discharge more readily
the duties that xcili devolve upen it in coenec-
tien with the developruent ot the national capital
area as a national war memoriai.

My next objection is te the manner in

which the iutroductery resolution was piloted
through the hanse. When my calleague, the

lion. member for Moose Jaw, questioned the

Acting Prime Minister (Mr. St. Laurcut) on

the day that the resolution was put thraugh
the lbeuse, thc Acting Prime Minister made
reterence te what the bill would be. These
rotoronres may ho found at pagos 4384 and

43S5 t of srd Ho sai( that tho purposo was

te increase the alloxcance te the district com-
mission tram $200,000 to $300000. Nowhcerc
is there any mention made of the $3 million
which we lator discovercd in the bill when
it xvas put into our bauds.

As bas been said by the hion. member for

Moase Jaw, this can easiiy be considered as a

start on capenditures which may mun into

biundreds et millions et dollars. 1 believe that

the vast majority et the people wbom I have

the bonour te represent feel that the best and

most fittiug memorial that xvo can have te,

the memory of those who gav'e se, mucb is a

healtby, happy and contented people witb

security in thoir owu homies. I agree withi the

hon. member for Moose Jaw that first thiugs
should corne first. We uced te make it pos-
sible for people te bave security and the

ueeded requisites which will make themi

hcalthy and enjoyable tram eue end et
Canada te the other. Let it neyer be fargotten

that those who died, died net for Ottawa

alone. They died fer Canada, and for the
institutions we hehd se dear te aur way of
lite.

As te my second objection, niamehy the

slipping into the bill of the $3 million clause,

as bas been pointed out previously this is

likely ta ho just the thin edge et the wedge
and mnay lead ta the peint wbiere this wil

become the sump hole inte wbich we shaîl be

draining the revenue et the eutire nation. 0f
course we sbould beautify, but net only
Ottaw a. Let ns start ont te beautity the

entire cou ntry. Let us spread this thing eut;

let us beautity in different directions. Give al

aur communities an opportunity ta beautify,
te make the wxhole country a living memery

te those wbo gave -- much te save it for us.

Ouiy a few weeks ago I had an opportunity

to be in the city of Moose Jaw, represented
here by my hon. colleague. While waiting
for the evening session of our convention to

commence, I walked through the city park,
which. was constructed at a time when in many
parts of this country people did not know

what to do in order to provide labour for

those who required it to maintain themscîves
and their families. In that park are littie

artificial lakes, a little stream with wild fowl
on it, fiowers planted here and there, shade

trees growing up; and as I walked through
I thought what a vision the people had who

were responsible for that monument con-

structed at that time by thase who needed
help and were given useful employmnent. I

could not help thiuking also that during that

saine period bundreds, yes, thousauds of Young,
able-bodied mepn bad started to trek from the

western provinces ail the way to Ottawa, and

that they were stopped in Regina by the

gox ernrnent of that day by means of police-
men ,s billies and bullets, instead of being told

to go ahead to Ottawa where they cauld get

work and wýagýes on which they could live
respectably.

Some hion. MEMBERS: Order.

Mr. SPEAKER: Oriler. I would ask the

bon, gentleman to confine his remarks to the
bill befere the bouse.

Mr. BURTON: I shahl be happy te abide by
your request, Mr. Speaker, and 1 thought I
was doing se by giving this illustration as te
what w'e could and should have doue in the
past. Prrhaps yen xvill permit me te conclude
that portion ot my romarks by saying that if

those youing men had been able te corne on te
Ottawa, if tbcy had been provided with werk
and wagces, we would have been able te
beautify-

Mr. SPEAKER: Order. If hie looks at the
hilI the hion. gentleman xciii realize that the
bouse is net discussing labour problems. The

bill is te amend the Foderal District Commis-
siîon Act, 1927. I wouid ask the hon, gentle-

mnan te confine his remarks te the principle of
the bill which is hefere the bouse.

Mr. BURTON: Very wcîl, Mr. Speaker; te,

the hcst ef my ability I shahl endeavour te

ahide hy yeur request and deal xxith the

provi,,ýions of tlhis bill. in whicb we are laying
the greundwerk for the things that are te he

donc bore. I was merely pointing out that
soine et that wxork could have been donc in the

past, at a much more appropriate time than
the present.

In my travels acress the country I have been

in many cities, and I arn quite prepared te

admit that et ail those I have seen, Ottawa


