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1 arn sure the minister was welI satjsfied with
it by cont; ast xith whiat existed there just
.9 few months before. fie lias assured us
that the two coasts xviii get fuîll consideration
as far as it is possible to furnish them
with supplies of both men and matcrial. Hie
is nlot a man to make statements wbich hie
does flot intend te carry out. and in that
regard we are. 1 think, generaliy satisfied.
We hope that supplies will increase con-
siderably as the national production increases.

We are particularly pleased w'ith tlîe
announcement hie lias made as far as the
reserve army is concerned. Up to a short time
ago that force xvas not very welcome; it did
nlot get much encouragement unless it was
producing recruits for the active army. Dur-
ing the Easter recess I asked the general
ufficer commanding if hie would give me a
list of the units and the number of men of
whicbi each unit was short. This hie did, and
I undertook to see some of the civilians in
Vancouver island between Victoria and
Nanaimo to ask them if thoy woul make
it their job to see that these units were fllled
up. Invariably the statement made te me
w-as, "Give us a defrnite job to do. Let us
knoxv xhat it is. If they will agree te give
us supplies, we will sec that every unit is
filllcd, and more ton." In one place where
they had onîy a platoon. wben I asked them
if the, would -e that it xvas filed up, they
said, "Yes. Get away from the idea that we
are a recruiting centre, and ive will net only
fi11 up this platoon but give you a company
frorn this one point."

It is saîd by some that the industrial people
were not quite prepared te get hehind the
reserve army because it interfered xvith the
operations in their plants. That is hardly a
fair staternent. The manufacturers in British
Columbia are prepared te assist in seeing that
their men go te the camp even if it dees
disturb their operations considerably, but tliere
is one handicap in that. Once they start
recruiting in a plant, nearly aIl the men
want te go te the one unit, whicli means
that eut of 100 or 200 mon you are apt te
bave twenty or twenty-flvc men going at one
time te the camp, and that is a serieus draw-
back. If there were seine way of dividing
up se that the men would go te the camps
at different tirnes, it would relieve that situa-
tien considerahly.

The situation I want to speak of concernis
aur police. In British Columbia we have the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police, the provin-
cial police and the municipal police. They
work very well in peace time, but wbat is
going te happen when a strain falls on the
police force in case of a raid or under some
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unusual circumstances? Who wvill actually
control the police force at tlîat timo? There
should be one head, and the question sliould
be settled now instead of waiting until the
condition actually arises te decide wvlo is te
take the lead. The principle of one cern-
mand is recognized, and there shoîîld be
definitely one command as far as the police
force in British Columbia is concerned.

Again, we have another group of voluntary
mon on the island known as the rangers.
Recently they have recruitod, and they have
noxv a strength of about 6,000 rnen wlio are
ready te step in hehind the regular army,
the reserve army, under the Britisli Colum-
bia comnmand. Thoeso men are centred around
the forest rangers camp, the wvardens and tlîe
loggers, and they are men who know evcry
roadl and trail across the island and who cao
be very valuable in case of attack. I wonder
,what support this goveroment is giving te
these men who caîl thernelves rangers? What
support xviii the government give them te
make sure that tbey are a useful adjunect te
the defence of Vancouver island? It wi]l
he noticed I arn net worrying about the otber
part of Vancouveor. They île net need to
worry; the Japs will neyer get past, us. We
aire trying te build up a protective force. The
hion. member for Vancouver Southi (Mr.
Green) srniles.

Mr. GREEN: I hope the lion. niember is
riglit.

Mr. MAYHEW: I think they should be
givon sorne encouragement. We bave, in
addition te that, a situation which I tbink is
more serieus than almost anything else. 1
refer te tbe danger of forest Oires. If the
enerny corne, they can swecp over the island
frorn north te south, drop leaflets. and sot the
whole island on lire, and it xxill take more
lîelp tlîan ivo have in ail our for-ces te fight
suchi a fire, te say nothing of defending the
island itseîf when tlîat occurs. Tîmere is only
one other source from wlîich we can draxv
our supply, niainely from the ordinarx' cix-ilians,
and I tbink sornething sliould be donc nexv.
cnvisaging the w'orst that miglit bappen te
us net simply xvbat may bappen, but xvbat
is very likely te bappen. I sîîggcst tlîat the
las[ nuan on Vancouver island slîould ho
called or at loast sliould ho available for the
purpose of flro-flghting. I make that sugges-
tion te the government, or whoovor is respon-
sible for it. flore again thero is tho danger
of net knowing just wlio is te assume the
responsibility in case the need arises. Forest
fires xve have evory year more or less. but if
one sliould eccur in tlîe volume that miglît
be expected froin the onomy, it xviii take
every man te filbt it. There should he


