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I hope the committee will study the New
Zealand scheme. 1 arn quite sure it would have
no difficulty in obtaining the appearance before
it of a man like the Hon. Walter Nash, who
is now located at Washingtoxv and who, to a
large extent, was responsible for the building
of thcir social security system. 1 have nu doubt
that in studying social security conditions in
other nations, the committee can find much
first-class and first-hand evidence if it will, for
examplo, consuît officiais of the international
labour office in Montreal. I think somo hon.
memabers know that in the international labour
office in that city thore is one of the leading
authorities on social security, a gentleman who
was invited to go to England ta appoar bofore
the Beveridge committeo and who bas been ta
South America to assist some of the countries
thore in devising social security systems in
recent years.

Mr. MARTIN: Stein?

Mr. COLDWELL: Doctor Stein. What
have they in the Dominion of New Zealand
that we might study? Their plan is on a
national scale, and alI the residonts of New
Zealand, no matter what their station and
condition in life, are included. The plan
covers almost ovory kind of risk sncb as unem-
ployment and complote care for all rosidents.
They pay a sickness cash beneflt if the bread-
winner is sick. They pay workmen's com-
pensation, and this compensation is unaffected
by the sickness benefits. They pay permanent
disability pensions, nId age benefits and
widows' and orphans' benefits. Wo sometimes
misoame our mothers' pension in this country
by calling it a widow's pension. In some of
our provinces, cartainly in Saskatchewan, the
mother recoives a smnall pension as long as the
children are under sixteen years of age. 11mw-
ever, as soon as the children reach -that age,
the pension coases and the mother is left
without any pension whatsoever. New Zealand
also pays child allowances and family allow-
ances. In addition there are discretionary
emergency benefits for exceptional cases of
distress. Those are the main outlines.

They caver at least 0ne of the four froe-
doms, the freedom. from fear, fear of old age,'fear of sicknoss, fear of disability and s0 on.
The nutritional programme which they are
trying to put into effect, and which we ought
to study, will givo a measure of freedom, from.
want. Thore is no means test of the type we
have. An ag-ed couple can get their sixty
shillings a week while owning their own home
unencumbered by the caveat which is often
placed against the little piecos of proporty in
our country and which discourages the pria-
ciple of thrift of which wo hear a great doal.

[Mr. ColdwelI.]

They may have £500, or $2,500, in the bank
without having their pension affocted. Ia addi-
tion they xnay have an income of $5 a week ta
enable thern to get the small comforts that
aged couples raquiro in addition ta the mini-
mumn provided.

I aay tu thie government that the people of
Canada will judgc the sincerity of the gavera-
ment, will .iudge the -incerity of this parlia-
ment, not hy the promises-as has been
pointeci out, the Liberal party made promises
in 1919 and they romain unfulfilled in 1943-
but by the performance. Ta day in the midst
of this war, it seems ta me that we could not
dIo hetter than ta increase the benefits of those
in this dominion who need the assistance of
the state.

I urge the committeo ta get down ta work
and ta place before this bouse at this session
a schemo wbich will be a challenge ta us ta go
forward and ta remove the hlots ta which I
have referred to-nigbt. There are those wbo
tell us that this is flot the time ta do theso
tbings. Many of -the tbings I have mentionod
as being in affect in the Dominion of New
Zealand have been done since the war began.
Benefits have been steadily increased and
expanded since the beginning of the war, and
who is there in this bouse or anywhere eIse
wbo will say that the increase of those hone-
fits bas interfered in any way with the con-
tribution of New Zealand toward the prosecu-
tian of this war. Indeed it is often said that
considering its resaurces and man-power and
everytbing aIse, New Zealand has probably
made the greatest contribution of any one of
the nations in the British commonwealth of
nations outside of the British isles.

I bappened ta note a few days ago a letter
which had been written by a man wbvo was
deservedly lauded this afternoon as a great
leader, the President. of the United States.
Does ho think it is too early ta begin planning
for post-war Yreconstruction? I have a letter
wbich 1 clipped from the New York Tioses of
Februrary 20. This letter was add-ressed hy
Mr. Roosevelt Ia the, St. Louis Post-Di8patoh,
and iýt reads in part:

I want ta takze this opportunity ta coînmend
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch for its interest in
publishing a series of articles wbich discuss the
aims and objectives for wxhich the United States
and the united nations are fighting. There
cannot ho too much discussion of this Idiid, and
there could not be a botter time for it.

No botter timo for a discussion of the
things for whicb wo are figbting. I say ta you,
Mr. Speaker, that the people of this nation
are flgbting this war expacting that out of it
will came something botter thon what they
have known in the past. Tho timo ta lay the
foundations for tbat botter doal is not. after


