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3. Is the order of menit and rank strictly
followed by the Civil Service Commission in
making appointments from the eligible lists
available?

FEDERA.L DEPUTY MINISTERS

Mr. CHEVRIER:
1. flow mnany deputy ministers, including

persons with the rank of deputy minister, are
there in the public service of Canada?

2. How many deputy ministers have been
retired since August 7, 1930?

3. I-ow many deputy ministers have died
since August 7, 1930?

4. What is the total ameunt paid annually,
or to be paid on terminatien of retiring leave,
as annuiities te deputy ministers retired since
Atigust 7, 1930?

5. Wbat are the total annual salaries, in-
cluding deductions, paid to the deputy ministers
appointed te replace those retired since
Auigust 7, 1930?

EGG AND 1100 GRADINO ACTS

Mr. F. H. PICKEL (Brome Missisquoi)
moved:

'[bat, in the opinion of this house, the Egg
and Hog Grading Acts shauld be amnended.

H1e said: In bringing this resolution befere
the bouse I wan't to make it perfectly clear
that 1 arn not averse to the grading of farni
produce provided the farmer is not exploited
in the eperatien. If the farmer is properly
safeguarded I arn decidedly in favour of th
grading of farm produce, witb the idea e
improvinig the quality. The farmer dees net
desire te have impossible regulatiens and re-
strictions impesed against the middleman wbe
undoubtedly ýpîsys a very important role
in tbe ecenomnic life of the farmer.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order.

Mr. PICKEL: I agree that be is justly en-
titled te r,Žasonable remuneratien fer his ser-
vices se perfermed.

Mr. SPEAKER: It is desirable tbat bon.
members preserve botter erder. Wben ene
conversition is going on it is bad enough
but witb flfty it is difficuit for tbe member
speaking te make bimself heard.

Mr. PIOKEL: It would be a1mest im-
pessible, Mr. Speaker, for tbe farmer te-day
te make tbe necessary contact witb tbe con-
sumer te dispese of bis goeds if it were net
for the intervention of the middleman. But
I do net think it is necessary that tbe middle-
man sheuld make a fertune in a year er twe
wbile the farmer is forced te a lifeleng
struggle for a mere existence. This pathetic
an.d unbearable pligbt of tbe farmer did net
spring up overnigilt, it bas been ceming on
for a long time-for many years. Much time

[Mr. St-père.l

bas been eccupied in this chamber in dis-
cussing tbis problem ef the bettermient of the
farmers' positien. Mucb valuable time bas
been lest in the futile debates tbat bave taken
place bore simply because ben. members did
net and de net realize or fully appreciate tbe
grieveus burdens under whicb the farmer is
cempelled te labour. Appariently many ben.
members censider that if the agriculture
estimates are increased centinueusly and cen-
sistently from year te year, tbat is about al
tbat can be done fer tbe farmers. Tbis
attitude of mind was well eviden-eed in the
speech delivered by tbe bon. member for
St. Johns-Iberville (Mr. Rhéaume) en the
debate en tbe address. The farmer need net
expect mucb assistance frem members of bis
mentality. In, tbe case of this bon. gentle-
man, bewever, netbing much else could be
expected because be is a distributor, and
later I will have more te say about that
phase ef the question. Mucb can be done
by this government to assist the farmer and
enable him te get back on the read to
presperity, witheut the expenditure of a great
deal of money. Legislation ceuld be and
sheuld be enacted at once te regulate the
orderly marketing ef tbe praducts Jf the farm.

It is net my intention, sir, te criticize the
intricate framewerk ef these twe grading acts,
but I sbeuld like te peint eut te the beuse
seme metbods by wbicb tbe products ef tbe
farmers are put night into the bands ef the
packers and cemmissien men. Let us take
first tbe Hog Grading Act and loek at its
inner workings. The beg grader is a gevern-
ment employee, but be neyer cernes; in con-
tact witb the preducer. H1e lives with tbe
packer; tbey are 'bosem friends; they are
pals, and be is going te do anything be
can te belp bis pal. The hogs are sent te
a central peint for grading, wbere tbey are
laoked after and graded and wbere the price
is set by people whose object is te make tbe
price and grade just as low as pessible. I
sbuuld like te cite une er twe instances te
indicate the bardsbips tbat bave been werked
on aur farmers, and 1 could mention scores
ef cases ef this kind. In anc ef tbe best
swine counties in tbis domiinion, wbere tbey
bave spent a geed deal of time and money
en tbeir steck, frem 1922 te May 1, 1932, one
dealer averag-ed one er twe carloads a week;
probably ever the wbole period be would
have shipped between 12,000 and 15,000 bogs.
Out of tbat number be bad twa selects.
Anether dealer toek in a load ef about 45
begs te Montreal. H1e toek them te the
abattoir, and fope of the' graders wbe came
around stepped in amongst the liogs and


