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Then what was the position? A reaction
set in; reactions always fo]low in matters of
this kind. There were efforts made to induce
the gove.rnment to permit these men to go
back to, their nid positions, regardless of what
had transpired. If the government had yielded
readily to the pressure brought to bear upon
it, it would have been unworthy of being- a
government; it would have been unworthy
of supporting the prosecution carried on by
the hion, gentleman as a lawyer. But the
government adhered to its policy, although in
the fllling of vacancies that arose from time
to time in the postai service of Winnipeg,
they made an exception in giving preference
to postal employees who had flot bcen guilty
of any open acts of violence. Ultimatcly a
very large number of old employees found
employment. I think this is a fair summary,
and I think my hon. friend will say it is a
fair statement of what transpired.

Mr. THORSON: With some exceptions.

Mr. BENNETT: There may be some
exceptions.

Mr. THORSON: Very serious ones.

Mr. BENNETT: 0f course, the lion, gen-
tleman has had a much wider knowledge of
the circumstances than I have. I only have
them fromn reading the law reports and the
reports in the press andi the memoranda
issued from time to time with respect to
the situation that developed. But it is suffi-
cient to say that a very substantial number
of the four hundred who did not go to work
that Monday following the ýopportunity given
to them, subsequently found employaient by
reason of there being vacancies in the postal
service in Winnipeg which they filled.

The question is, in what capacities were
they empl-oyed; what was their contract of
service; did they go back to their old posi-
tions or did they go in as new hands? The
hion. gentleman stated this afternoon and,
from my rea ding, correctly, that they came
back as new hands, as those who had flot
formerly been in the public service. They
came back just as, to, my knowledge, some
twenty-five or so conductors of the Canadian
Pacifie Raîlway Company came back to the
service during the last two years, after they
had been dismissed.

-Mr. THORSON: Were the Ganadian Paci-
fie conduetors taken back as wipers, or any-
thing of that sort? Were they not paid as
conductors?

Mr. BENNETT: I am coming to, tha.t.
They went back as conductors having lost
their pension rights and their seniority as em-
ployees of the aompany.

Mr. THORSON: They were not paid as
apprentices.

M.r. BENNETT: Some of them, because
there were no vacancies for conductors, came
back as brakemen although they bad formerly
been old and trusted conductors. The saine
situation obtains in this case. It is not fair
to talk about wipers or engineers or anything
cisc in this matter. The question is to deter-
mine what the contract made by the country
was with those who came back to work. There
is an axiom of iaw that was, I am sure, invoked
by the hion, gentleman in bis prosecution,
namc]y, that every man miust be fairly pre-
sumed to contempi1ate the resuit of his own
actions and when the opportunity for repent-
ance is given and not availed of, the law no
longer looks upon grown men as infants but
looks upon thcm as men of understanding able
to appreciate their conduct and actions. There-
fore whcn thcy chose not to repent, but rather
to defy constituted authority and to throw
their lot in with those who 'desi.red to deatroy
our country and its institutions, t>hey must
have understood what the natural and log-ical
resuit of tÉat action would be. They took the
ohance; they declined the invitation, and at
least one or two lion, gentlemen on this si-de
of the house wi]l perhaps at this moment be
recalling the language of a great American
poet who said:

Once to every man and nation comes the
moment to <lecide.

In the strif e of truth with falschood, for the
good or cvii side;

Some great cause, God's ncw Messiah, offer-
ing cach the bloom or blight,

Some hion. MEMBERS: Carried.

Mr. BEINNETT:
Parts the goats lapon the lef t hand, and the

simeep upon the right.
And the choice goes by forever 'twixt that

darkncss and that iight.
That is carried, I have no doubt. The law

attributes to these postal employees thaît
knowiedgc, that intelligence, that, power of
determination, that .power of choice by which.
they de.clined the invitation of the ýcountry
notwithstan-ding their violation of their oaths
of office, notwithstanding the weakness that
had yielded to the influence of their tempters
who would destroy the goverilment of Canada.
They said: We ehoose to remain out; we
choose to throw our lot in with the strikers;
we choose te throw the power of our numbers


