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before the session opened. My hon. friend 5 country, and in this Dominion, the clectorate
the leader of the Opposition also complains | might reasonably expect that the hon. gentle-
of the bill of fare, and he says that it i3 man woeud advise his constituents, his party
very slim. Well then. the members of the and the electorate of this country aste what
House will be kept less time away from  are his views on a great public guestion. We

their ordinary business, and to that extent; will allow the hen. gentleman for many

the gravity of the hon. gentleman’s come

plaint is moditied. It is not the invariable
practice of the Opposition to
in any exmaordinarily  generous manner
the Dusiness of the House. if it is
to  their party and political interests
to Reep it in session. It i net a
fact that the House has been invariably
called together in the eariy months of the
year. A look at the dates from 1867 down
will show that the moenths of Mareh and
April play ne inconsiderable part in the
dates on which a DParliament has been
called : but I do know of instances in which
Parliament has been called togefher much
earlier than this. and yet has sat on into the

hot days of July and August before the;

members were perinitted to return home to
attend to their private business. Therefore,
if we are here at this date. we are here
under the reasons of which I have spekeu,
amwd not on account of the fanciful reasons
of my hon. friend (dMr. Laurier) that we
could have no mind of our own. and that
we were balkmeing as between the better
nrospects of going to tlhie country without a
session or having & session without first
going fto the country. My hon. friemd (Mr.
Laurier) says that it would possibly be an
unthinkable thing that the Government
should have a mind of its own. and he attri-
butes the lateness of the session to the insta-
bility of the Government in making up its
mind. Well, I may say to my hon. friend that
it it were unfortunately true that we had no
minds of our own and could net make up

our minds, we should find ourselves in very:

. good company. for I have a suspicion that
my hon. friend (Mr. Laurier) has put him-
self in that eategory very often within the
last few years. And I am not sure, that
from anything he has said yet on the im-
portant question, upon which he last di-

lated. he has had during the last three or;
If he has:

four years. any mind of his own.

he has taken precious good care to let no:

‘person else know what that mind may be.
Ay hon. friend was very crafty in getting
out of the necessity of having, as the leader
of his party, a mind of his ewn and ex-
pressing it, by saying that it was an un-
heard of thing that he should be asked to
advise the advisers of His Excellency.
Well, we do not wish him to do
thats. For many long years he has not done

it except across the floor. Eor many lens| pot very

yveurs to come, we hope, he will not be in

the coveted position of advising His Excel-

leney upon the current affairs of the coun-
try. As to that we may have differvent
views, according te the side of the Homse

upon which sit ; but there is one thing ser-
- {am, that in every constitutionally geverned |

Mr. FOSTER.

facilitate !

cyears to come to do without advising the
cadvisers of His Exeellency : but we do ask
him te make up his mind upon this and
sundry other questionsand advise the people
of Canada just where he stands, and whe o
his party stands.  Nir, the hon. gentivman
spoke of the trade issue ; he rang the changes
upen the inigquity of protection @ he  de
clared that it was the root of all evil : he
said that it destreyed the farmiing interests
of this country particularly. But when the
hon. gentleman came down from these ide-
finite maledictions, and began to talk about
what the remedy should be, how delightiuily
indefinite he became. 1 appeal to genile-
men on this side of the House. I appeat 1o
gentlemen on that side of the House, I ap-
peal to * Hansard * and the readers of * Han-
sard,” if they ean make out from the few
sentences with which he finished his tirade
against protection, as to his panacea for
the ills of the country, if they could take
' the preseniption which he gave o any poii-
ticad druggist and have it mad> o in a
foroa in which it could he given 19 tho bady
politic. My hen. friend. instewd of vlunging
i all at once into the heavy palitical questions
i of the day, which he said the mover and the
. seconder of the Address had sligbted. iu-
dulged in a gowd deal of pessidage with re-
?fm'ence to the position of the advisers of
{ His Excellency and the amusine incidents
which he assured us are taking place and
have from time to time been wking place
in the Council chamber and selsewhere, e
‘made alinsion te wars and fighting that were

 @oing on between two factions in the Cabi-
net. I can assure my hen. friend that
i though he imagines there have been wars.
iand that there are two factions, and that
i there has beeu fighting, so far as I am con-
rcerned. I have escaped without a scar or &
i serateh—-

Some hon. MEMBERS. Iear. hear.

Mr. FOSTER. And, looking around on the
thealthy and serene faces of my col-
; leagues, I think they eam say the same for
i themselves. My hon. friend has one fault:
 he is too imaginative. I have no doubt that
in certain adverse political situnations. when
;o great satisfaction can be derived from

actualities, it is a great help to my hon.

3

| the
{ friend to have a strong imagination amd to
- be able to soar away from the sordid and
| pleasant realities into the regions
; of airy fancy where he may disport himself
;at his pleasure. I remember that the hon.
; gentleman lately engaged in such a flight in
(the city of Toronto, where, happenine to
iread & paper in the afternoon and making a
i speech in the evening, and bhaving seen In
j the paper that my humble self had been



