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free themselves from a doubt which the Mr. FOSTER. I knew lion. gentlemen op-
pledge makes. They are between two, and posite would laugh. They laugli that they
this being between two, in that sense, is are to be lield to a principle whicl is more
just what causes the great uncertainty. If than five minutes old. A niember rose in
they absolutely believed the party, they Parliament and swore by all his political
would eut their cloth for free trade gar- tenets that sucli and sucb was the only prin-
ments at once ; but as they do not, they eiple upon which a tariff could be built;
are cutting no cloth at all for their gar- but because lie did so eight years ago, the
ments, for they do not know whether it is hon. imember for Lanibton says that does
to be free trade or whether it is to be pro-: not count. No, it does not count for lion.
teetion. gentlemen opposite. If it were made five

Mr. LISTER. Would protection to gol iinutes ago, it does not seeni to count. But
meIamgoing to address an argument to themines hurt you?Iar country, where it will count. In 1882 my

Mr. FOSTER. H1ow would it affect the lion. friend moved the abolition of the coal
oil interests ? There is no man in this duties. le spoke on that question and on
House who knows better than my hon. kindred questions, and among other things
friend-and I know it, and my hon. friend lie combatted the idea that because the
knows that I know it-there is more than United States pursue(d a bad policy we
oil that is bothering hon. gentlemen oppo- ouglit to pursue a bad polley.
site. My hon. friend the Minister of Ma-S
rine and Fisheries, who does let out those
little things so easily sometimes, let it all Mr. FOSTER. The hon. member for
out of the bag the other night when, standi- Kent lauglis; no, it is the lion. member for
ing up before us, he made the remark: Laibton.
You cannot hurry us too muchl with the Mr.LISTER. Now you are jumping the
tariff. we have got to consult our leading
friends before we can bring it down. fece.
A political tariff they are making it; It Mr. FOSTER. The present leader of the
is not a tariff in the Interest of the coun- House is reported in " Hansard "-fortunate-
try. They knew all that before. They ly it is not a newspaper report-to have
went through the country and held some said
commissioners' meetings. They knew more Well, then, if the hon. Minister assents to thisabout te subject apter that, anîd now when position,and his followers also assent to It, why
it is necessary to put the result down i do they legislate against nature?
black and white, they find it necessary to They will tell me that the Americans also legis-
consult their leading friends. late against nature. Can this reason ever be

Mr. WOOD (-lanîlton). There are moul- given in a civilized country, that because one na-
tion legislates against nature, we should also

dering branches, and we have to take all legislate against nature? The hon. gentleman
those off. reminded me of what is said of the Chinese mode

Mr. FOSTER. Thoere is a moulderingIof duelling. In Paris, where duels are frequent,
a man who is offended calls his adversary out

braneh·. and they settle the matter between themselves,-
An hon. MEMBER. He will be taken off. I call the attention of the Commissioier of
Mr. FOSTER. le will be lopped off at Inland Revenue to the followIng, as it may

the next general election. be an aspersion upon an adopted country

Mr. WOOD (Hamilton). I should like to -but In China, if a man is offended, he com-
see yO(tere at the time. mences by opening his bowels, and, when this issee YOUthdone, the bloody sword is sent to his adversary,
Mr. LISTER. The hon. gentleman may who also opens his bowels, so that instead of one

go into another county. man going to the grave against the laws of na-
ture, two men do so.

Mr. FOSTER. Yes, that is allowable. on this continent, instead of having one nation
This is a free country, and it is a good legislating against the laws of nature, you have
thing to have another county to go to some. two pursuing that course.
times. The leader of the Government knows
that. Since hon. gentlemen opposite have
been in power, have they done anythingl
to show that they will promulgate a policy
that will be calculated to promote the best
interests of this country ? Nothing what-
ever. There Is the same attitude of uncer-
tainty and lnconslstency maintained. I de-
sire to call the attention of the House to
this matter. I am about to read a delec-
table parable from the leader of the Gov-
ernment. This was delivered in 1882.

Mr. LISTER. Oh, oh.
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The argument holds to-day. The United
States have entered Into this duel. It bas
taken the sword, it las opened its bowels.
It bas sent the sword to my hon. friend
the First Minister : but on the way it got
into the hands of the Finance Minister, and
what he did was to open hIs own bowels.
The argument was then irresistible ; you
cannot sustain a bad principle in Canada
because it is sustained in another country.
The United States is placing the duties high-
er against this country, and so the argu-
ment Is still stronger. Does the hon.
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