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is inevitably the dominant factor in that partnership .
There could have been no North Atlantic alliance worth
while without the leadership of this country and I believe
there could have been no North Atlantic alliance if American
leadership had not been based upon a consistent and clear-
sighted foreign policy which has been pursued steadily by
the United States ever sinee the close of the war o

American participation in European affairs'has been
beneficial to the people of the worldo American aid has
been indispensable to the o rderly survi~tal of European
societyo We in America, on both sides of the border find
it hard to understand why some Europeans have not shown
proper gratitude and appreciation of what you have done "
for Europe, and sometimes we wonder whether the effort has
been worth what it has cost0 But when we begin to talk-
about gratitude and appreciation for what you have done
for Europe I wonder if we North Amerieans are being --
realistico Of course we .are glad that the effect of our
eaternal policies is helpful to other nations, but I think
we might be honest enough to admit that the fundamental"-
aim of our polieies is to serve our own interests as North
American nationso I believe the administration in
Washington and our government at Ottawa -- where we follow
parallel lines -- have conceived in those interests the
long and right viewo

The real justification for asking the tazpayers of the
United States to provide loans and giftsa Marshall Aid and
military support has been that all these things are
necessary if your own people are to have any reasonable
ground for hoping that they will not have to provide the
infinitely greater cost of another world war, What we have
done in Canada is inspired by the same justificationo We
are not trying to build up the economies and the military
strength of the nations of Western Europe out of disinterested
love for Englishmen, or Frenchmen or Dutchmen or Belgians or
Italians, or any other of our allieso We are doing it fo

r
the safety and the future of Americans and Canadians who
inhabit this North American continento We want to help
build up the strength of our friends and allies in Europe
because all of us are in the same boato We need each other o

Speaking as a Canadian, I can assure you that the
great majority of my fellow-citizens have admired the
single-minded resolution with which the Government of the
United States, under the leadership of President Truman and
General Marshall and Mro Achesona has pursued objectives in
foreign poliey which we believe are essential to the •
security of the North American way of lifea We have admired,
too, the non-partisan way in which the administration of
your country has been supported in pursuing these general

.
Objectives by such distinguished Republicans as the late
Senator Vandenbergs Governor Dewey and Mro John Foster Dulles

.We all know what the leadership of that most civilian-
minded of soldiersD Generai Eisenhower, has meant in rallying
the spirits as well as in leading the forces of the North .
Atlantic nationso While we might sometimes differ about
tactics, the rest of the free nations cannot quarrel wit hthe strategy of American leadership o

The importance of North America in the world today is
not something which is transitoryo It aeems to me that it
represents something of a permanent shift in the real "


