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In addition, the Government must encourage the nuclear-weapon States 
(NWS) to demonstrate their unequivocal commitment to enter into and 
conclude negotiations leading to the elimination of nuclear weapons. Drawing 
on the lessons of the Ottawa Process, it should also examine innovative means 
to advance the process of nuclear disarmament 

Response 

Canada's objective remains the complete elimination of nuclear weapons. In order to 
ensure the indefinite extension of the NPT in 1995, the NWS agreed, in the adoption of the 
Principles and Objectives for Nudear Non-Proliferation and Nudear Disarmament, to "the 
determined pursuit by the nudear-weapon States of systematic and progressive efforts to 
reduce nudear weapons globally with the ultimate objective of eliminating those 
weapons.... ." While remaining sensitive to security concerns, the Government of Canada 
will continue to press for negotiated reductions which bring the international community 
closer to this objective. - 
The Government recognizes and accepts the potential, as well as the limits, of multilateral 
efforts to reduce and eliminate nudear weapons over the short and medium term. It is in 
this context that Canada encourages the NWS to meet their responsibilities and deliver on 
their commitments. For the foreseeable future, it will be up to the NWS to negotiate arnong 
themselves the reduction of their nudear arsenals. At the same time, Canadians and all 
members of the international community continue to have a deep and abiding stake in the 
process. Canadian expertise in improved and new verification techniques will be 
strengthened in order to contribute to international efforts as the world enters a new phase 
of disarmament. 

Canada expects the NWS to engage actively on this issue and to make further progress to 
reduce and to elfininate nudear weapons. In particular, Canada urges Russia to ratify 
START II. Canada urges both Russia and the U.S. to proceed rapidly to agree to further 
deeper cuts through START III. Canada aLso supports the broadening of the bilateral 
START process to indude other NWS. 

The Goverrunent of Canada recognizes that further nudear disarmament and non-
proliferation measures will not be achieved without substantial financial investment not 
only by the NWS but aLso by the international community as a whole. The dismantling and 
destruction of warheads and the disposition of fissile material from weapons must be 
supported by financial and other assistance from those states in a position to contribute. 

6 Government Response to the Recommendations of the SGFA1T on 


