
Introduction

This paper summarizes the fmndings and recommendations of the seminar on United

Nations Security Council sanctions, held ini Ottawa on 17 July, 1998. The paper begins by

outlining the observations of seminar participants about the underlying logic and effectiveness

of UNSC sanctions. It aJ.so presents major critiques of dhe current practice of UNSO sanctions,

and describes lcey trends which will bear upon efforts to address these faults.

The next section outlines the participants' vision of a Canadian approach to UNSC

sanctions. This is followed by a series of general principles intended to guide Canadian

policyniakers as they consider the imposition of sanctions on a case-by-case basis. These

principles address tbree issues: when to support the use of sanctions, what sort of sanctions (if

any) to promote, and how to ensure that Canada' s voice is heard on the Council.

The final section of the paper enumnerates the key proposais for reform which emerged

from the roundtable. These fail into four categories: reforming the administration of UNSC

sanctions, addressing thxe hurnanitarian impact of sanctions, building international support for

reform, and building support for reforni within civil society.

1. UNSC sanctions in perspective: (il)Iogic and (In)effectiveness

Participants agreed that the past practice of tJNSC sanctions can best bc described as


