
associations and away fromn the grievances of minorities and other vuinerable groups
claiming to be culturally distinct, who often bear a disproportionate share of the costs of
economic and political liberalization, even while they may also derive some benefit from
them.

Deepening entails extending democratic principles to ail scales of institutional life,
encompassing, but flot limited to, national and local electoral institutions. Such a
perspective would entail building provisions for meaningful and inclusive public
participation in planning and other decision-making processes at ail levels, local,
regionai, national, and trans/international. Lt would also entail ensuring the legal and
politicai infrastructure necessary to support non-governmental organizations and more
informai forms of association life, including ethnic and other cultural groups, within civil
society. Such dense networks within civil society, when iinked vertically to formai
political and economic institutions, have been shown to corroborate positively with
economic prosperity, sustainable development, and electoral democracy (Wooicock
1998).

Deepening demnocracy aiso extends to the economic sphere, lest states attempt to pass on
responsibilities for social protection and reproduction to NGOs, informai networks, and
individual househoids, even as they burden vuinerable communities with the social costs
of economic liberalization Politics. Ini the context of the g1ohalimflinn af nenfhtérPi1


