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CONSUMER PRuCE MOVEMENTSl

The Consumer Price index for Canada (1961-700)
rose 0.1 pet cent, to 138.3 in May from 138.2 in
April. The food component fell 0.7 pet cent but ail
other components increased. The housing index rose
0.4 pet cent, while the indexes for health and pet-
sonal care and for recreation and reading each

advanced 0.7 pet cent. Both the clothing and the

tobacco-and-alcohoi components moved up 0.3 pet

cent and a 0.2 percent tise was recorded in the

transportation index. Between May 1971 and May

1972, the ail-items index advanced 4.2 per cent.
The food index felu 0.7 pet cent to 137.4 in May

from 138.3 in April, mainiy because of price declines
ia Montreai and Toronto. The price level of food con-

sumed at home decreased by 0.8 pet cent;, food eaten
outside the home rose by 0.7 pet cent. Daity, bakery

and cereai producta, as well as some other food-

stuffs, were the main contributots to the decline in

the average price of food at home. The bakery and

cereal index moved down 1.0 pet cent during Aptil
and May as special prices in Montreai and Toronto

took effect on bread, cake mixes and a variety of

othet such products. The price of butter, cheese,

powdered and evaporated miik and ice-cream also

deciined, but fiuid ,nilk edged up in price as higher
wl àztPrft-td in Vancouver and

May 1971 and May 1972, the transportation index rose
2.S pet cent.

The hee1th..and-personai-care index advanced
0.7 per cent to 149.0 in May from 148.0 in Aptil

mainiy beca use of a 1.1 percent increase in the

personai-care component; in contrast, health care

edged up only 0.1 pet cent as a resuit of higher
prices for some pharmaceuticais. The chief con-

tributors to an advance of 1.8 pet cent in personal-

care services were higher men's haircut and women 's

hairdressing charges in a number of cities across the

country. Toîletry items, on average, rose in price by

0.2 pet cent es prices increased for toothpaste, face

cream and cleansing tissues. In the 12 months since

May 1971, the heal1th-and -personai1-cate index moved

0.7 pi
nd-reading index advan(

la May from 138.3 in AI
crit increase la the tecreat
te admission charges ri
t of higher prices in a num
ýtreal, Toronto and VancouN
ind pames rose, on avera


