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UNICEF DOW follows the pracpce of the, UN Çoriirnission ;on Htiman Rights, and no longer uses 
the term Slavery, referring instead to Abduction. The contention over ten -ninology is not simply 
one of semantics„ but is an attempt hy .persOns rejecting the terni - Slavery to blunt the allegations 
of its e)çistence by raising instead the tribal practices of bluer and Dinka, whp have had à history 

reciprôcal raiding and 'abduction, 'Setting aside the debate over the wordused to describe it, the 
Assessment Mission was ooncerned with the practice itself, and there is ample eVidence that it is 
organized, and is accoriipanied by violence. And there is the end result:the wrongful use of a 
humark beingby another; one exercising "ownership" over another. 

UNICEF talked to us 'formally, and someof its:field workers and>those of other LIN bodies did 
soinformally; all were seripus-aboutbr.inzing to an end an ab) smal situation which-disfigures the 
lives of  so  man) people, particularly in Bahr El Ghazal but not  just there, 

The Bahr El Arab river, in its western reaches, effectively divide5 the Dinka to south frail' thé 
Arabs'to north. In 1985, an earlier GOS began to arm Arab militias„the rnurahleen, as a form of 
opposition to  the SPLA. This praCtice has mushroomed into, armed banditry and lawlessness at 
best, and the use of the raidingby the murahIeen against Dinka communities as  ,a war strategy at 
'wors t, 

Wewere told that there are really threedifferent phenomena in the Slavery/abductions issue. 
FirSt, there is armed and organized raidirig in which -the role of the GOS is not clear, and is likely 
complex Sometimes, we were infonned, the GOS provides arms, sometimes the groups of 
rnurahleen go off on their own. Tribal groups have been kriown to organize raids with 
"representatives" from other Arab eoups; returning with children, worrien,zmd cattle taken in 
these raids, all of them have had a con-mon celebration. 

Then there is the train which carries GOS supplies' from the north down through Awed and Wau 
in  Bahr El  Ghazal, down through conteSted territory. We belic‘ ,e,there is formal rec -ruittnent by 
the GOS of militia to 2uard the train from  possible SPLA attack. These murahleen then go out 

 from Che train and'attack villages suspected of supponing the'SPLA on the:way from Babanusa 
to Wau and back. Their booty consists not just of goods,lut also of  omen and.children. 

Finally, we were told  of joint punitive raids carried out by  the GOS and the murahleen, ‘vho, 
under the PoPular Defence Act, can enjoy status as state-vonsored militias, the PDF. 

The Committee on the Eradication of Abductions of Women and Children 

We met with,the new Cornmitteeon the Eradication of Abductions of Women and Children, and 
heard how this:group Sees the problem and hOw it should be 'addressed. 

We were then told thaL yes:there was speculation thàt there  have  been.abductions from the train. 
CEAWC held meetings in Aweil and Wau and developed a Mo-fold plan, There wOuld he 

i7i7orkshops  in \Vau, 'Babanusa.andAweil to ensure the murahleen and tribal chiefs understood the 


