
1.  INTRODUCTION  

The Government of Canadas  policy for 
the Canadian International Development 
Agency (CIDA) on human rights, democ-
racy and good governance is situated with-
in the framework of Canadian foreign 
policy and overall Government objectives. 
The foreign policy statement, Canada in 
the World, has noted: 

The Government regards respect for 
human rights not only as a funda-
mental value, but also as a crucial 
element ïn the development of stable, 
dernocratic and prosperous societies 
at peace iwith each other. (page 34) 

Objectives for CIDA are tied closely to the 
three key objectives the Government has 
identified fOr its international actions in 
the years to : come: the promotion of pros-
perity, the protection of our security with-
in a stable global framework, and the pro-
jection of Çanadian values of democracy 
and the rule of law, and culture. The 
Government recognizes that a broad 
approach is required to build a more secure 
world, one that for Canada includes pro-
moting international cooperation, building 
stability and preventing conflict. 
Canadians éxpect our relations with the 
rest of the World, including with develop-
ing countries through the development 
assistance program, to be guided by such 
values as resPect for human rights, democ-
racy and the,rule of law. This policy builds 
on those values. 

All development assistance links Canadians 
with people in developing countries. Our 
cooperation and exchanges give us oppor- 

tunities in every project, every day, to 
express our values, to help others under-
stand them, and to support those who 
strive to increase respect for human rights 
and democracy and improve governance in 
their own societies. We recognize that 
events unfold rapidly, often in unpre-
dictable ways, with outcomes that are far 
from certain. We are also aware that 
progress will be achieved only over periods 
of time better measured in decades, than 
in years. Development of durable institu-
tions and the democratic culture to sustain 
them is a lengthy undertaking; a long-term 
perspective is intrinsic to CIDA's work. 
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