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"If the full burden of our expanding ship construction must 

fall on seaboard shipyards the time required to complete the vessels 
themselves must, in many instances, be 'increased by the period 
necessary to construct new shipyards and facilities. With this in 
mind it is apparent that the deep waterway could be completed in 
time to provide an outlet to the sea for many of the new vessels 
included in the present program. 

"In the 'light of these facts it is my belief that the funds and 
man power required for the earliest possible completion of the 
St. Lawrence project could not be better spent for our joint defense 
effort, including aid to Great Britain. It is my feeling that failure 
to take advantage of the possibilities of this project would be 
short-sighted, in no way contributing to an increase in our immediate 
defense effort, while limiting our defense program in the difficult 
years which lie ahead." 

Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration. 

PIERREPONT MOFFAT. 

The Right Honourable, 
The Secretary of State for External Affairs, 
Ottawa, Canada. 
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