UNITED NATIONS FRAMEWORK CONVENTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE

The Parties to this Convention,

Acknowledging that change in the Earth's climate and its adverse
effects are a common concern of humankind,

Concerned that human activities have been substantially increasing
the atmospheric concentrations of greenhouse gases, that these increases
enhance the natural greenhouse effect, and that this will result on
average in an additional warming of the Earth's surface and atmosphere
and may adversely affect natural ecosystems and humankind,

Noting that the largest share of historical and current global
emissions of greenhouse gases has originated in developed countries, that
per capita emissions in developing countries are still relatively low and
that the share of global emissions originating in developing countries
will grow to meet their social and development needs,

Aware of the role and importance in terrestrial and marine
ecosystems of sinks and reservoirs of greenhouse gases,

Noting that there are many uncertainties in predictions of climate
change, particularly with regard to the timing, magnitude and regional
patterns thereof,

Acknowledging that the global nature of climate change calls for the
widest possible cooperation by all countries and their participation in
an effective and appropriate international response, in accordance
with their common but differentiated responsibilities and respective
capabilities and their social and economic conditions,

Recalling the pertinent provisions of the Declaration of the United
Nations Conference on the Human Fnvironment, adopted at Stockholm on
16 June 1972,

Recalling also that States have, in accordance with the Charter of
the United Nations and the principles of international law, the sovereign
right to exploit their own resources pursuant to their own environmental
and developmental policies, and the responsibility to ensure that
activities within their jurisdiction or control do not cause damage to
the environment of other States or of areas beyond the limits of national
jurisdiction,

Reaffirming the principle of sovereignty of States in international
cooperation to address climate change,



