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them regarding the establishment of the institutions which would enable
the relevant bodies within their territories to fulfil the obligations of member-
ship or participation.

11.8 In providing advice and technical assistance to other Parties in terms
of Article 11, paragraphs 1 to 7, Parties shall give priority to the needs of
the least-developed countries.

Article 12

Special and differential treatment of developing countries

12.1 Parties shall provide differential and more favourable treatment to
developing country Parties to this Agreement, through the following pro-
visions as well as through the relevant provisions of their Articles of this
Agreement.

12.2  Parties shall give particular attention to the provisions of this Agree-
ment concerning developing countries’ rights and obligations and shall take
into account the special development, financial and trade needs of develop-
ing countries in the implementation of this Agreement both nationally and
in the operation of this Agreement’s institutional arrangements.

12.3 Parties shall, in the preparation and application of technical regu-
lations, standards, test methods and certification systems, take account of
the special development, financial and trade needs of developing countries,
with a view to ensuring that such technical regulations, standards, test meth-
ods and certification systems and the determination of conformity with tech-
nical regulations and standards do not create unnecessary obstacles to exports
from developing countries.

12.4  Parties recognize that, although international standards may exist,
in their particular technological and socio-economic conditions, developing
countries adopt certain technical regulations or standards, including test
methods, aimed at preserving indigenous technology and production meth-
ods and processes compatible with their development needs. Parties there-
fore recognize that developing countries should not be expected to use
international standards as a basis for their technical regulations or standards,
including test methods, which are not appropriate to their development,
financial and trade needs.




