
Franco-T unisian Dispute Ouer Bizerta
The dispute between France and Tunisia over the French base

Bizerta came before the United Nations in July, 1961, after violent flghtin
between French and Tunisian forces had broken out. The Security Counc
met at the request of Tunisia, and on J'uly 22 adopted an interim resolutio
callmng for a cease-fire and the returu of ail armed forces to their origini
positions. While the cease-fire appeal was complied with, the French refuse
to withdraw their troops to the positions previously held without Tunisia
guarantees concerning communications between the various base installa
tions. The United Nations Secretary-General visited Tunisia, at the reques
of President Bourguiba, ini an unsuccessful attempt at conciliation. Thi
Security Council ultimately adjourned without adopting any final resolution

Tunisia and 34 other states, mostly African and Asian, subsequentl,
wrote to the Secretary-General requesting a special session of the Genera
Assembly. This third special session took place between August 21 and 25
and ended with the adoption of a resolution which was critical of Franc<
and called for negotiations for withdrawal of French forces. The vote wa!
66 in favour, none opposed, with 30 abstentions (including Canada).

Canada's decision to abstain, as the Canadian Representative explainec
during the debate, related to the wording of some parts of the resolution,


