
'WTFE PUBTLIC HEALTH JOURNAL

ty have fallen sliort of accomoPlishing the
work it was theîr duty to do le without
parallel." Tii. Council lias appointed a
large staff of sciiool doctors, but tiiey ap-
pear te have been employed in anytlung
but the. work tliey were required by statute
to carry out. During lest year there was
no statutory medical examinatien at all in
morne 800 of the schools in the metropelitail
area. It le a pity that the London educa-
tien authority, which did good work in this
respect when there was no legal compul-
sion te do it, sliould now be lagging behiud
the rest of the country. Sînce the end of
Inet year, 1 believe, there lias been an îm-
provemnent ln tlie medical exaininatien work
under tii. London County Couneil, and tlie
report of tiie chief medical officer of tliat
body, dealing witli the li.altli of the. metro-
polis in 1909, shows that there le need for
alil thlLt can b. done te improve thie liealtli
of the. cliildran of that great city.

It le tee early yet te give exact and pre-
cIse statistica as te the, nuiuber of ehildren
wiie are auifering f ront disease or physical
defectas, but the. report gives a general state-
ment whieii shiows te what an alarning

etnt the children in our day scholare
suifering fri ill-healtli and pliysical
shortomiings. About 10 per cent. of tiie
six million children attending the. public
elementary schools of England and Wales
suifer frorn serIons defeet of vision, 3 te 5
per cent. suifer freon defeetive siglit, 1 te 3
per cent. have suppurating ears, 8 per cent.
have enlarged tensils se bad as te require
surgical operatien, 20 te 40 par cent. have
extensive and Injurions decay of the teeth,
40 per cent. have unelean heads, 1 par cent.
suifer freont consumption ln an easily recog-
niZable ferin, and a numnber suifer front
lieart disease. The. cliIef medical officer
remarks that: '< It is te be feared that i
tii, aggregate this formidable categery of
dlisease and defeot means a large degrea of
sniffrlng, lncapacity, and inaffieiency."

Tii. medical examination of the. childran
has revealed a vary unsatisfactory state of
things witli regard te the. clealness of
the. chilidren. It will bc seau fron the. fig-
uires given abeve tiiat 40 per cent. of the.
clilidren were found with unclean heads. Iu
oe western county 49.3 per cent. of the.
ehidren had "nitýs." Tis is a state of
thinga whicli need net exist, and oe for
whlch poverty le ne excuse. It le satis-
factory te note that tiiere lias beau an ina-
proveieint; ince the. examninatii5 ~first be-

gan. Serne parents have resented th,
terference of the school authorities wit
right of the parent to keep the ehild
filthy condition. One child in a pai
larly objectionable state of unelean1
was sent home hy the teacher with a
to its inother asking hier to dlean the.
She sent back the boy ln the original
with a note saying: "1 sendq Miy Jlur
to scheol for you te, teachi, not te smell,
aint a rose." But the parents who lha
the past been neglectful of the conditi
their chiîdren are now being shiamed
keeping.them in a more cleanly condi
and as filtl is se often the mother o,
case, the local authorÎties ouglit to
drastic pewers to, compel parents te
the bedjes of their cbuîdren free frein
Somec local authorities have axe
cilidren front sehool. on aceount o!
filthy condition, and this lias often
good effeet on the parent.

It îs littie use being iu posqession 4
facts as te the physical condition (
ehiîdren unless there is somne provisi
whleli thiose sufering f romn diseas. q
fects xnay be treated. One of the.
values of this inspection le that defeE
found of wièh the parent was qui
norant, and by immiediate attention
miatter the disease miay ha arrest
cured. Linless something is doue to
low up"' the examlniation, hoth ilt ai
eost of it is wasted. The local aut
.9hould systematically keep a reord
caues of disease or defeet, and at r

cases the parent wlll be ln a posit
obtain the medical or surgical trm
needed, but where lie le tee poor thi
on ne account oiiglt to be negle*.
local authority sliould corne te the
ance of much cases, eitiier by helptý
parent te get aýssistance from Borne
tary secety whieli exists te, reliev
cases or hy directly assisting the. caf
selve,;. Thiere le always an inclina.
negleet attending te a diseas. or
whicli is net felt te ho imniediRtely 1
and. it ia to bc feared that in 'nemi e
aliglit dlefect--suel as deficient hear
defective vision, or had teeth, the
will ignore tlie report of the. scliool
unless lie is pressed repeatedly net t,
The. Importance of having the. chi1dw-
up as liealthy as possible is as -
le that they siiould grow up it


