T HPrGUARDIAN.

POBIRT.

COMMUNION WITH GOD IN SOLITUDE.

"Tis not within the noise and din
Of this vam world, or aught within,
The Christiau seeks for peace :
"Tis in the tranquil hour of prayer,
When, “reft of every earthly care,

i1e finds a short release.

Shut out from this world’s guiling power;
He goes to pass one peaceful hour,

In solitude with God ¢
“Then what a land of blise appears,
Beyond this gloomy vale of tears,

In Zion’s blest abode.

No mourning sonls in Zion weep;
All shall a joyful harvest reap,
And live in endless love :
"The sad farewell is beard no more,
WWhen pilgrims gain the welcom’d shore,,
And join the saiuts above.

Sweet solitude! PIl taste thy charms,
Thy soothing powers, thy healing balms,
And seek repose in thee:
Reclining at thy peaceful shrine,
Teach me all earthly joys. resign,
And live in purity.

O solitude, my choicest hour,
1 claim thee as my richest dower,
Foretaste of heavenly bliss !
"Feach me in thee to live to God,
Yo die, relying on his word,
And rise to righteousness.
Church of England Magozine.

 Paissionary ¥ntelligenee.
COLONIAL CHURCHES.

By the late Act of Assemnbly, the Annual €ollection
in aid of the Funds of the Colonial Committee falls
10 be made on the second Sabbath of April next.

In the prospect of the ¢ollection, it may not be im-
proper to call the attention of our readers to the fol-
lowing statement by the acting Committee, as to
their proceedings since Jast Assembly,

The Colonial Committ
General Assembly in the year 1836. Its object is
Andicated by its title. The fabours of the Conmittee
have been increasing from year to year; and, with
the exception of India (the well-known field of the
labours of another of the Assembly’s Committees),
they now embrace nearly ali the British Colonies in
which Presbyterian settlers are to be found.

A brief abstract of the most important proceedings
of the Committee during the past year, will, it is
hoped, sliow the importance of this Scheme of our
National Churel, and afford additional indueements
for increased liberality on the part of her members,

During the year ten ministers have been appoeinted
or sent out to different Colonies by the Cemmuttee,
viz.:—The Rev. Messrs. James Bell, to Hobart
Town ; Andrew Love, to Geelong ; William Macara,
to O’'Brien’s Bridge, near Hobart Town ; Willian
Paterson, to Adelaide, South Australia; John Gib-
sou Macvicar, to Ceylon ; John Macfarlane, to New
Zealand 5 John Macmorine, to Melbourne, Lower
Canada ; William Simpson, to Cowan’s Mills, Lower
Canada; William Meldrum, to Upper Canada ; Geo,
Galloway, to Upper Canada.

For the saluries of several of these clergymen the
Committee are bound, if their fun:ds permit, in some
cases for one, in others for three years, and in ano-
ther, until a proper provision has been made by Go-
vernment, or by the congregation formwed in the place
to which the clergyman has been sent.

Of these ministers eight have already prqceeded
to their different destinations, and the remaining two
will be ordained, and proceed as soon as the neces-
sary airangements can be completed.

Daring the year the Committee have paid for the
outtit and pasrage of ministers gent out by them,
£570; for the sularies of ministers previously sent
out, £417 ; towards the building of churches, £300.
They luve also voted to the Synods of Canada and
Nova Scotia, for the maintenance of missionaries
and unendowed ministers under their superintend-
ence, £700,  To the Presbytery of Van Diemen’s
Laud, to aid in building churches, £200; and to aid
the salaries of ordained Presbyteriun_clergymen,
where the Government grant is limited to £100 per
aunum, in consequence of a proportion of the peo-
ple residing 21 miles beyoud the minisier’s station,
£200. To the Glasgow Colouijal Society, which has
loug laboured with zeal aud suceess in the Celonies,
£400. 1 ull, £2787,

All that has bheen aceomplished by the Committee,
huweyer, bears litile proportion to ‘he necessities o!

> i

labsence of a sufficient number of suitable candidates,
|have prevented them from adequately meeting.. And

|scarcely mitigates the. rigours of a €anadian winter.

ee was appointed hy the|

our Colonial brethren. Numerous applications of
the most urgent bature have been received by the
Comuiittee in the conrse of the year for ministers.and
missionaries, which the state of their funds, and the

|scwrcely a week passes in which there is not a new
appeal upon their sympathy. From all our Colonial
settlements-—from  Australia--from Canada— from
i Nova-Scotia--from New Brunswick—and.more late-
ly, from different parts of the West Indies— the cry
is loud and frequent, “ Come over and help us!?

Nor are the claims limited to ministers” and mis-
sionaries.  Applications for aid in building Churches
have been received from the following places:—
Rogers Hill, Pictou ;5 Chatham and Grenville, Strat-
ford-on-Avon, Dundas, Peterborough, Picton, Ca-
nada; Cape Breton ; Montego Bay, Jamaica.

In reference to this deparunent of. their operations,
the Committee find. it. necessary 10 exercise much
{caution ; and before granting assistance, they require
answers, to be given to a list of printed queries, pre-
| pared with a view of bringing out full information.—
Such applications are alse required to be certified by

proposed to be erected. These precautions the Com-
wmittee judge necessary, to prevent the abuse of - the
{liberality of the Christian public at home.. But, when
the information.is satisfactery, the Committee con-
{ceive that.they make a.legitimate use of the funds in-
trusted to them.in affording assistance. lr must be
remnembered, that the congregations of many of our
ministers in.the €olonies are poor and widely scat-
Jtered. Andthere are cases before the Committee, of
zealous servants ol the Lord Jesus, wlo, after. preach- |
iug at_one station in.the morning, have to proceed
{ten miles, sometimes also on foot,. to another station,
where their hearersare crowded together ina school-
house, or.in some temporary shed that il protects
them from the scorching rays of a tropical sun, In
colder. climates, also, ministers have frequently (o
proceed froin one station to another along roads. all
but impassable ;. and when they arrive, find rothing
in which to meet the fow families that wait on their
ministry, but a rudely eonstructed log-house that

When sach cases are satisfactorily certified, a few
pounds are surely well-bestowed, in diminishing the
hardships endured by our expatriated. countrymen,
in their anxiety not to forget the assembling of them-
selves together. .

The diffieulty of finding licentiates.of the Ghureh
disposed to beceme candidates for Colonial situations
has been experienced by theCommittee in an increas-
ing degree from year to year, and more particularly
in regard te the nu.nerous applications for ministers
and missionaries. from Canada. Fhis, with other
considerations, has deeply impressed them with. the
conviction, that it:must be to.the Colonies them-
selves that Presbyterian settlers must ultimately look
fora supply of spiritual instructors.  The Committee,
therefore, have  hailed with great satisfaction. the
prospect of the establishiment of a university in Ca-
nada, upon a plan. which will secure a complete
course of instruction to gualify young men for en-
tering into the work of the holy ministry. . A bill has
been brought in, and has passed the Local Legisla-
ture, for the establishment of a university. It js to
be built and endowed chiefly by subseription. Con-
siderable progress has already been made in. getting
subscriptions in Canada. The Committee have had
much correspondence with the Synod- and Presby-
teries in Canada on this'subject. The plan aud con-
stitution of the university has been carefully examin-
ed and approved of by them ; and  they hope;tbma
subseription, which is about to be opened Jin. this
country i aid of the scheme, will meet with the
support of all the friends of Christian education; as,]
when established, this institution will tend greali’y to
strengthen the Presbyterian cause, and to promote
the interests of religion generally in the Colony ; and
may be expected ultimately to render Capada inde-
Pendent of the pecuniary assistance of the mother
country for the supply and support of Presbyterian
ministers,

Meanwhile,

the exertions of the Committee are
more loudly called for than ever, and must not be
relaxed, Some time must necessarily iatervene ere
the universit can be in operation, and several years
must elapse f;ef‘or,e it can send forth young ‘men to
take part in the spiritual instruction of the Preshy-
terian b_rethren in Canada. But the state of spiritual
d:asutuuon in the Province will not brook this delay,
The Committee learn, that at the present moment,
from eighty to ¢ hundred - ministers and missionaries
would be required in the Canadas alone.

A billy in regard to the Clergy Reserves in Canada
has already passed the
arrived  in this count
sanction of Parliament,
18 10 its precise nature,

Local Legislature, and has
ry, for:the consideration un
The Committee cannot spesk
as they have not yet ceen o

copy of it; hur, viewing it 48 4 measure deeply af-|

important objects to w
directed during the pa
have embodied, in the short e
ment as-this, all the affectin

two, however,. must suflice..
tralig writes thus :--
Jour ministers labouring in this vast fi
desolation ;. and, although we had

and our prayer would still be
send forth more labourers. ,. .

of whoin are connected. with New.
your: epulent manufacturers,—

reformers,—your parents,
1

|of which more than fifly are-in the

come and prove them..

second it with. all your stren
and let-our hearts be cheere

destitution of the stated means-of grace; exc

slavery to which they-have been sul

earnest of something greater.,

years that the. Ghurch of Scor]
time, as a Church, mude it a distinet ol
forth preachers among Seottish inhabita

fecting the interests of the Presbyterian ministers and
people of Canada, they will attend to-its progress,

The Committee have nierely: glaneed atithe more
hich their attention has been:
st year.. They. wish they could:
ompass of such a state-
g appeals which have
rhelp.. Aispecimen or
A clergyman in JAus--
“Instead of two,we should have
eld of spiritual
four, our cry
hese among so many '
s that the Lord would
I am not without some-
our wealthy merchants manyy
South Wales,—.
your prison-discipline
who have sons here ¢ push--
evout and humble saints,.
speedy. eppearance of the-

lately been made 1o them fo

would. still: be, * What are t

faint hopes that, wheny

ng their fortune,’—your d

who are praying for the

{glories of the latter day,—hear of-the way in which
one guinea may be made to de
fected. by, two” (alluding to the
the Preshytery within whose bounds the church is[{vernment to double whatever may be eontributed,from:.

the-good usually ef.
principle of the Go--

private sources, to build or endow churehes
few. of them will cheerfully give their aid
the spreading of the light of truth in this land
darkness may be felt.””

In a Jetter, received within these few days from
the Presbytery of Bathurst, Upper Canadg, it is stated
that.there are already. esghty stations in Cavada in im-
mediate want of ministers ot the Church of Scotland,
Upper Province..
to be feared, will, if our. Church
m, accept: of any: ministrations-

) “not a
towards-
»-Where

Many of these, it is
delay to: supply the
they ean obtain..

In regard 1o Upper. Canada, another clergyman
states,—¢ Would that the Chureh at home would.:
send out a deputation to see our condition, and then
return to tell every student of. divinity, and every li--
ceuntiate, our. tale of spiritual destitution, and also the-
beauties of our fine, rich country, and the kindness
of their eountrymen and brethren,. Would they bugs

We propose, as a Presby--
tery, sending an appeal to Scotland forthwith, Ohyi
gth when it appears;
d with the. sight of a-

whole array of missionaries next spring.... We -

thave work enough for.upwards of an hundred mis--
swnaries- betwixt both Prov

inces; and we have no
means of obtaining them, but by appealing to the-
Church at home.”"

The Synod of Nova-Scotin, in a very recent com --
munication, say, “ Upwards of 12,000 souls, in cox~-
nection with our Church in Nova-Scotia, are in utter:
ept they:

may hear two or three sermons- a-year. from some

jmember of Synod.. The field of labour is so wide, .
that it is not possible to overtake it
number-of clergymen ;.and hence t

with eur present
he Preshytery of
Pictou have been compelled to employ one of theiz-
number, for twelve months;.in order, in some mea--
sure, torelisve-theruselves from the state-of absolute
jected for the -
last two- or three years,.andithe. more. effectually to
be able.to supply the-erying want of thousanes of imi-~
mortal souls, who-are depending upon them to breuk:
the bread of lite among them.” *

In considering these: extracts;. aloag with. many -
other passages-of a similar hature that have been ad-
dressed to them, the Committee desire to thank God?
and take courage.. A’ great door ang eifectual, for-
preaching the glorious-Gospel, stands open: in the:
Uolonies ; and they cannot but entertain 1he humble
hope, that He who has called forth in their hrethren
this longing after the Worl of Life, will, in Ris ownt
good time, fill the hungry with'bread: The present’
i3-indeed, but the day of small things ; but in-he little”
that has:been accomplished, they think they see the”
During the:four short
and has for the first’
ject to send’
. nts in Celo~
nial Settlements, applications upon the Committee”

for assistance have increased ten-fold, and are daily

increasing ; and they cannot: hut believe that the

unxiety thus muni_fesred will call forth an increasing
spirit of supplication and of liberalit
the Church at home. which will £
the Lord of the harvest sending forth laboursers ipte
the Colonial vineyard. Hﬂving invited her expatriat+
ed ehildren to look to her for assistan.ce, the Churel»
of Scotland cannot, wheun the affecting appeal is made
to her, send them empty away,

y on the part of
nd an-apswer

The chief difficulty that the Committee have to

| struggle with is, in finding young men, wi:h'sunul_:!e
qualifications, who arve willing to leave their r}ﬂl"‘f
country, while there are so many openings of ;:Elfc
‘ﬁlluess at home. This difficulty, hnyv_ever. W()Ilh..“g
[ greatly diminished in varions ways, irfan inoreasi o
[interest were manifested by the public in this 84




