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:‘:1;:&01} is ""’tiﬁCial in modern civiliz'abio.n_ that we learn to
can bam fanm.ful requirements. Tt is ditlicult to see how it
Whiche otherwise with the incitements to comfort and ease
Sclence furnishes
seVenbn all the changes in the mode of life (@uriug the 1a§t
ever (317 years, phe improvements of material comfo_rt in
“Ctsi,o lrectloq, with the? extraordinary effect of the intro-
mo ern of railways, whmh ha've workedi a revoluﬁxon in
Priuti:(, thoughf, scarcely 1nfer19r to .t,he _impetus given 1_)}'
a Ola,sm anc'! with thg general dlssemnm_tlon of education in
of b Ses, with all this, I l'wunb]y conceive that the sm.ldent
story will find the main characteristics of humanity to
may ‘?r same to-day as we read of them in I.{emdotus. We
Pﬂssi()nace in the ezu'!y ?ecor(ls the same .Vaned panorama of
ion wi’tIInOtIVe. patriotism, c.ruelty,'self-mteres"b .-m.d abnega-
nevér ¢ }lexﬂmples of that indescribable fascination which
whic sa‘l 8 to attract, and of that ruggednes? of manner
iﬁtemm:) constantly repels, as we to-day experience in the
£ the rse with our fellows. _We meet much in the squy
he impaSt to CO]OL}I‘ the theories we may form_ of humm} l_lfe.
in oy ggoveme_nh in morals, manners and attainments visible
clagges ‘,’I?}" vation of this century cannot be referved to all
Main t.o b 1€ lmperlshqble works' of ancient hbemturg re-
ality a etoken the highest genius, the most subtle origin-
in 5 enma.rve;llous knowledge of the human hea.r.b, set forth
which hzrgetlc a.nd most perfect forrp of expression ; works
Mos, dig oo -qu”'ed twenty centuries. 'lhe improvement
Derg haﬁf’trmble 13 t0 be traced in the attainments. the ran-
apect,',a't',o[-1 s and tastes of the hurgbler cla.ssx.es. The R')m;.m
lan Ove;1 Who.cm‘”de‘i to the circas to w‘lbness the Chris-
8nd top, ‘;Om(? in the struggle ) with some wild, savage beast,
Combygy, ofo ]p‘e(_’e% or who shrieked out applause dL‘lrmg the
Pendeq gladiators when the fate of the vanquished de-
Byrou hon th? upturned thumbs of the excited crow'd as
rom thea's written, slaughtered to make a Roman holiday,
h&rd'hea,lr Standing point could not recognize .tha,b there was
theiy viemed cruelty or inhumanity in their nature. In
Iy W they were present at a legalized ordinary amuse-
egiti.ma,{: thgir hard COd? suicide was looked upon as the
Tecollect, tl relief from misery. The reader Qf Livy way
Onquergy, e ld’% Macedonian king, Per.'seu:z, 1mplormg his
Teceivip g | Hmilius Paulus, not to lead him in triumph, and
8 the reply that the matter was in his own hands.
by brug“{:&days we look sternly on amusements disgraced
ts, a-lh;;_ We legislate against cock-fighting and dog-
Prize !‘inuu Ibaiting has long been forbid'den_ by law. The
o, if nco,t; owever, although illegal, retains its supporters,
. o Rumerous, are certiinly noisy.
g o imems 0 me that in the examination I am attempt-
0 the pe_rf?cﬂy to make of the results we hope to effect
Woulg S&V“Cgtlon of our children, or as my Eontempommes
Doticeq th ° our grandchildren, it is not possible to pass un-
lnﬁllencese consideration of all that can be effected by home
the femal. _ How much ljes in the power of the mother, or
° POSSil?I:obnnection who supplies her place ! Indeed 1t is
vise ang ¢ © Over-estimate all that-can be effected by this
&keSpear?Sﬁermg care,. M de Quincey in hls,esmy on
Mgy, ave bee . SPeculated on what Shakespeare's mother
-eli’l"cot, €en.  Mary, the daughter of Robert Arden_, of
thire, i ® of one of the most ancient families of Warwick-
¢t Dugdale tells us can be traced for six cen-
p larlay Igl]?(,%a'ys of Edward the Confessor. Mary Ar(iin{
ssslfﬂon i Pbc t sa,ys,. the name breathes poet}l‘y: }‘ ell
ofa‘tt‘}ll()n of the é}lgll{mty gives an assurance of tvhe W({lt i a‘m(,
th ® absup, mitk espeare family, zu.ld sets at naught fmmﬁ
m-e SUpremg anz\; 18 that have entwined themselves aroun
delfnd 1n the geq universal - excellence of her son. 'To'fﬂy
vicel‘en(;e Show n{iq with the Queen in Hmn‘leb, t.hetef lis a.
Plnes’ Which S ‘y D}le son to thc mobher'.‘ 1n splbg 0 .181
®98 of hig 8gests Shakespeare’s recollections of the hap-
WD young years.
home- influences the child’s mind can be
it lqs;‘}:]tli:l of gentleness, of bllo\lf;hbf\u{lf&ﬁ? v(v):
Reve, & happ Pathy with what is good. e oot
Wholjy lea,vp eS8 to receive this teaching, the N
mit, €3 us, whatever follies as we advance i
El‘esen:)\,v]: be per
fer OVer gy Ve Te
poire op o hum}y|
Y thej, hose de
prBCS

mitted to express the hope blmt_} shose
sponsibilities of this character will pon-
& words, and consider the extent that the
Pendent on them may be moulded to good
&ud example,
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It may be inferved from what I have suid that in my
poor judgment, neither the study of mathematics nor of the
sciences can be recognized as the surest means of train-
ing, forming and developing the young mind ; that in their
extended study they must be regarded as technical, to be
followed with the design of fitting a student for a professional
career. There will ever be two schools advocating differ-
ent theories of education ; the vne the practical ; the other,
for want of a better word, muy be called the philosophical,
in the etymological meaning of the word; the love of wisdom,
The former assumes that all teachiug i preparatory for
active intercourse with the world in the state of life to be
followed. The second keeps in primary prominence the
development of the moral being ; the efforv to endow 1t with
fixed principles, to create a standard of duty, to impregnate
the young mind with sentiments of honour, truth and
duty.

It would be absurd, as it would be unjust, to deny that
these views have a place in practical education, and that the
advocates of this system, when atlirming asa primary prinei-
ple that nothing should be learned but what may prove
useful, neglect all moral training. Indeed they contend that
it fully finds place in their system ; but, that such is the
competition in every avenue of progress that in order to fit
the youth successfully to struggle with his competitors, it is
necessary to gain the ability of doing so av as early a period
of his life as possible, This argument is met by the objection
that this peculiar training engenders much thought of self,
that ivs tendency may make a man expert in a peculiar walk
of life, but is not elevating in a moral point of view.

Nor is there accord among those who adopt the oppo-
site theory that the greater advantage is attainable from the
study of languages. The advocates of this view are divided
on the expediency of prominence being given to the ancient
over modern languages. Here we meet the practical argu-
ment that Latin and Greek, in whatever light they may be
regarded as accomplishments, are useless in our intercourse
with the world, while modern languages really prove of daily
utility.

I have spoken of the limit of attainment in the general
knowledge which a boy in the ordinary course of education
may reach in a few yeavs of his school novitiate. It is the
conmmon experience, unless with those endowed with rare
ability, to permit of exceptional progress. It is stated of the
late Lord Leighton that his father remarked to Powers, the
sculptor, that after much hesitation he had at length con-
sented to make his son an artist. Powers at once interrupted
him by replying ¢ that, nature has done for you.” This
illustration sustains the view that those only gifted with
genius and great powers can reach the first rank of the call-
ing they embrace. Indeed the most able and conscientious
teacher can do little more than trace for us the path we
should follow : it depends on our own abnegation and indus.
try how far we advance upon 1b I venture to express the
opinion that in no one pursuit is the fact more apparent than
in the study of a modern language. There is hardly anything
so special. So many considerations are embraced, grammar,
idiom, the knowledge of the words and phrases in use, the
tonrnure of the language, the genders, the pronunciation,
hoth of great importance, for a fault in either direction
may iead to a sad fuws pas. I recollect once remarking to
a young girl who, I was given to uml‘ersmnd, kr}ew French
perfecbly, “ Vous parlez done Francats, 'madumozse//e.” Her
intention was to reply ““wn pew,” she said  wi pow,” for the
meaning of which I refer you to the dictionary.

Necessarily there ave degrees of education enforced by
circumstances.  If the boy, from family exigencies, is destin-
ed at an early age to gain his own bread, the time of his dis-
posal will admit only of his learning reading, writing and
arvithmetic as they are now sometimes spoken of as the three
R’s. This teaching is all that is possible with what incidental
instruction can be given in general history, and in the
principles of applied Hgiqxlce. \Vhet"e no such sacylﬁcel is re-
quired, in my poor opinion, the study (_)f the m‘lclenb angu-
ages should form the basis of education: Latin p}'ecedxng
Greek, the cultivation of which must depend on time and
opportunity. Even a mudgrabe knowledge (l)f _the Sqrmer
language, and T admit such is the general result in or inary
cases, tends more than any other form of knowledge to dis-
cipline the mind. From the structure of these languages
and the strict laws of grammar a logical habit of thought is
called forth, and a key to the grammar of all modern langu-



