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Radical, and Goldwin Smithi put togetlîeî, and, beside, 1 aîîî
a Canuidian and know the country as wcell as tlîe cities of
Canada. 1 have met ini the cities more ulian a dozcui people
in faveur (if amînexation, bîut I have iicvcr met ene iii tlie
comiîtry. Seeirig tîmat tlîe representation of Canada is ahuîost
wholly iii tlîe lian(s of thîe country constituencies, this fact
miay bc of souelittle signihecamce and yet I woul(l iiCve'

(lreaui of para(iig it as ex'ideîuce. The only cx ideuice o1 thie
point wortu gix'iug, in a periodical like the 'onmpor">oy
Reî'ieu, is tbe fact tlîat iii a D)ominionu se x'asu, with tlîree
ocealîs onf tliree sides, wlicre tue conditions of life miust,
tiierefore, lic widcly (iffercut, ai ]aîîd, to(i, wliere evcry pas
ing phase of sentient geus iîîî iiediate pubîlic cxpressioni, neo
iinlnexatioiiist as sucli---se far as kîiow n b me ia cci becîi
appointe>l to aîiy miunicipal, provincial or federal poisitioni.
But wvlat is tbe use of slaying the, siain ? If it is a conifoît
for Drî. Sioitli te mest iii tAie aiius of tîme sliadowy party which
Max OllelI lias create<i I have rie (lesii'e te iîsîllusiomi lijimi.
I ndcî'd, -i know pemfectly well thiat lie xvill refuse te be dis-

But vhiat oif thie Confem'ence? lu muet, xve art tek], Il witli
thme special blessiig of thme Britishi Pr'ime Miniister." Possibly
this is iiieait ils a suieci, hîut as rio eue save an incurable
cynic cîîuld liegin a serious article on sncb a uniique gatbei'ing
witlî an att euiptc<l sneei, let us lhope net. Thiink of the omc-
casioli. No truc Canadiari evem' retlcus o11 Confederatiomi
withitut a thirihi cf grateful enletiiu thuat, iii the case of Canada,
separate arid independent provinces nnted îîuto omie I)onimî-
ion, witlîout thie usual prelimiinary oif bleodsbied. Very diffei'-
etit xvas it with the States to the sou tii. Vem'y diflereuît lia.sit
beemu iii Seouth Africa anîd Aus4-tlasiat, %vhîeie aIl effoi'ts to
accoii}îhish unîion have so far' bîeti imi vain. The one fuict
thuat adl ou prov inces weî'e Br'itishî and thiat thîeir constitu-
tiens wei'e on the British umodel mnade Cotîfcderation possible.
Auîd, hast year, tbe saine fact pi'ed sufficiently potenu to
biig togeulmer, foi' consultatiomn on niatteis oif cormni iii
terest, delegrates fm'omi aIl thue gî'eat self gox'criing colenies of
tAie Empire. Js thicre muto significance iii suchi air extm'aordin-
ai'y fact ? We lîad ne um'ade relations of coiisequemce xvith
any cf themi. Thue (iexel<mpiuieuit cf ecdi lias felle\ved hites
peenhiai' to itself. Each hmas jî'elenîs of its owvî to solve.
l'eu the one fact ef comiiienoi citîzen)slip brouglit tlmei te-
getheri, xvîtli the iexv ef gi'adually inakiiig timeil' uni(ii uudei'
the ilag a i'cality of hiusiîmess anid everyday hife. Tlmey met
ias hii'tthers, thiey <iiscussccl thi ass,,igîîed prgammec as
biethmers, andit thmey pai'tei as hîîîthîers, w'ith a hicttei' knexv
le(lge of each othier and withic'asl faith tliat tliel'( are mît
dithiculties iii tue way of a living union, vhicl i nay liet be
overconie hîy tillie amid by ''pegging a)way." I bave beemi iii
South Afî'ica, in New Zealaîid, aiid iii the Austiahias long,
eniougli te knoxv somiething of tAie teniiper of the pe'ople and 'a
littie mîf the bouildless possibilities of tîme countries ; and
it is te nie inciedilile thiat thmei'( slîeuld lie a mani of Bî'itisli
Iirth, anyxvh>', net ahîsolutely destitute of hucaît or iniagi-
niatuion, wlie is ulnwilhing, te join xvith the Prenmier' of tAie
Methcu' Countrîy iii thiaikiiig God for such a Cenference of
theiî' del'gates, iii thme capital oif Caniada, ammd anticipating
the< b('st results fî'eîmî it anl( friom the othicîs tluat sbiîll as,
certaiîily succeed it as geodsec> lis certaini te prtipagate itself,
wheî'eveî' there is soi]. Aftm' aIl, theî'e is only sea between
us and tAie la'nds nidei' tir(' s>utheî'n cross ; aîid îîot oîîly lias

ea always been thue higbway oif Our r'ace, hîut iii tlîe future
stihi more tîmari in thue pasu tAie cîmannels cf commerce are te
lie tu'aced aloîîg tAie great seas of tbe woî'ld. Thuis is uco vain
pm'tphecy. Tt is <ietei'ine< lîy tAie inci'easiuig îuecessity and
facilities of inter-coiniruiectioui, and by the simple fuiet thmat
flfteeîî tons tif freighît can be ti'aîsported hiy water as, clieaply
as coic ton by latnd.

Tbe next point which Dr. Smîitlh inakes is that the Coîi-
ferînce cou id hai'dly dIo uîmucl, because the delegates wei'e
accredîued oîîly lîy the colonial govermnts and nltt by the
legislatuu'es or hîy the people at large "ani the goverfmnenits
are partisan and epheieral. ... Scarcely lîad the Cen-
ference risen xvben eue cf the Australian governinents fell ;
s0 tbat iii a few days its <lelegate xveuld have been left iii the
air." [t is enough to point ont that this ci'iticismn xvould
make Coîîfereîuce or action bctween any gt>vcrnments impos-
sible. Surely, tliough goveî'uînents pass away, the engage-
ments muade 1y timelu are lîiudiîig on thueir successois. The
governinuert cf every civilized country is now "lpartisan." As
te heing Il epherneral," colonial gevernumeuts have long leases
cf life, conipai'ed te those with xvbicli Fr'ance bias been bhessed
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for the last twenty years ; but the policy of France, both at
home anîd aliroad, lias beciî toleraly Continuons notwith-
stand(ing. Couîîtries tbat trade with lier know tlîat riglit,
wve1l. (rinamîy, in partieular, knows it by beart. Se w iii
.Mailagfascar also. Mvi. H-Ianotaux inay 1i3av tîte foreigu Office
but bis suceessor is sure t(o ,Oaliea( on the lines traceti out,
by hiim>, iinless tme Hlovas .sulrnîît. Ex'en the resî'gnatioii of
Casimnir-Perier wviIl flot prevent the proclamxation of tbe treatY
witb Caniada by bis successor. As regards Canada, the pie-
,sent (overrinierit dates froin 187,S. Dr. Smnitb, however, will
riot allo-w everi it to count for aniiythinig. He believes it te
be (Ioonied, Ilancd the policy of the Liberals in Canada woul(l
be widely different, iii regar'd to, iniperial arnd commericrial
questions, froui tlîat oif tbe Conservatives." This is an uîmfaii'
b1ow at lUr Laurier, the real, as xvell as the nominal lIeail('
of the Jiberal Party. No one bailed the Conference witli
sucli felicity of phrmase and sucli truc inisigbt ixîto its sigmifi-
calice andi pîossîhîîlitie8 ; and tiiere are nien ini every consti-
tuency iii Canada initending to vote for imii, who woultl w<>'k
and vote agîsIiimi, if tbey believed tbat lie spoke insincerely
andi( tbat lie iitends when in power te discourage ejuber
iilerittl or inter-colonial uiiity. Wby sbould lie 'lHis,
policy is, freedoni as agraînst recstriction (if trade, ami it is oiilly
alomg Uines of free trade that, real union can take place.
Alîsolute freedoiin of trade lictween the diffiŽrent States nmade'
the counitry to the soutb. Sbould uîot s;ister colonies learmi t>>
treat caeli otiie like sister States ? Sucli a policy would be
casier te Mr. Laurier than to tbe piesent goveriinent. But
anv stick is gYo( enough to beat a dog. and if there is no
stick at liand just niow, Dri. Siinitî liopes that tiiere niay lie
one after tire îiext genieral election. ucl caninot even dcîiy
Iiiiinscîf tbe pleasui'e of sayiing so, tlioughi lie, says it ini a wiiY
uliat iiakes his hope a little less likely to be i'ealized.

'lis next point is that tbe feelinîg on the part of the
Canadiaîi people tlîat tbeii' destinies were flot in the liands Of
tîte delerrates Il coînlîined with the sccrccy deeied necessary
te tbcir debates, preventcd interest froin heing taken iii theiî'
proceedings lîy any but the fi'iends of Iniperial Fedeî'atioîî."
This stateient is inexplicable. If I rieieii)r arigbt, Dri.
Sitnitlm lias again and agaili inisisted tbat sucli Confei'cnces, if
tliey are to acconipls> anything, slîould iet iii private ses- fsioui. Thiis <loes net scei "scrc The results of tbeii'
delihieratiois ar'e giveil to the public. Notbing ean lic done
tilI the pub)lic is taken jîtto full confidence ' n cvery point, iii
every colotmy. This îuîay neari a little miore delay, but wliat
of tbar, Great States (Io îlot aiffec't a feverisli or miusbrooiii
rate of growtm. Roie xvas ii(t built iii a day. The iîmpli-
cation that public interest \Vas mot takeîî iii the procecdingsrý"
îîîakes it clear tlîat Drî. Smnithi rcsolutely put tlîe glass to lus

ii< eve. Evr city iii Canjada \vas eage>r tii eîitertaiiî til('
delegrates anid every conîîty as xvell. The (lelegates lad
ahî)umîdauî,t proof of tbat, and tlîey have returnedl to tli'i
hîomîes to tell tlîeîr countrynien tlîat the lîcart of the Canadiaii
people wcnt out towards ulieni and their mission, iii a waY
wlmicli ilispirel thin aid nmade timerin feel tlîat everytliig
was îuîssibIle.

After thiese, rcmîîiarks, (if tue willing-te womid type, on the'
suhîject of the Conference, chivering lîttie motre tli lialf a
page, Dr. Sinitit procceds to tell lus reade's xvlîat tlîe Confer-
emice >lid uîot dIo. Tlien, getting to the oli, old story of tiie
future of Caîiada, as discerîîed b)y everyonie hmut tliose terri-
bic creaturcs of lus fancy tlî Jnsle aminounces ]lis
lack of faitlî ii the Britislî deîncracy, anid tlîe niecessity Of
Br'itish statesmn governiîig tlîeinselves accordingly. It seeîlis
tîmat it \vas Iltle aristocracy b)y wlîiclî tlîe Britislî empire
xvas forîniedl," wvlereas Il tbe British artisan, if lie lias auXV
political c(onvictions, is asocialist and a patriot flot se ifllW 1

of his country as of the labîour nmarket and the tracte unliomi."
Dr. Snmithi is as unjust to tîme Britislî as to tme Canadiali
dernocracy. As te lus view of the Britishî aristocracy, it
seeins to nie sliglîtly different froiu tbat wbicbi lie lias ex-
prcssed au other times. But it is iii assigîuing their propel'
work tûBrjtjsh statesnîen that lue cornes out nîost strorigllY'
Above ail, they must bestow blessings bereafte' flot on cololi-
ial conferences but uponi Ilthe reunion of the race iii Anier-
ica." The reunion of the race! Certainly, but whmy liîniit it
te America ? W'by begin a reunion witlî a separation ? XVha
lias the Molther Country done te deserve that 'i Why spuril
the millions of Au.straliaîis, wlîu are of theo purest Britishl
stock, withi scarcely any interînixture ? Why refuse te have
anyuhing te do with Cecil Rhodes and lus great work in'

Africa, or with John Henry IIofmeyer and his Africande'5,
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