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kfloWiedge of the hleart of mtan sympatbetic
,iOt to cliuvOYancy. Byron was whollY

'cortceritd with the life of the period, and of
that ho could Oflly s(e one asp)ect, the nar-
"0Wfegg f th-, Ihiajority of "respectable"

l"Ple pic a his criticisîîî of life was Coul
ftuîed t, an exposure flot always in the bet
I55sji>ie tas8te, of their prudery and ilypo-
COrisY, The fact tîiat lie made himaeif the

liiipîch'aeater in aIl bis poetry, at
ha le itlvariabiy asserted the discontent

WhîChl fo)rltld the l>urden of bis aollg to be
liverai arxd inevitabie, whereas it w 't iii

trutit the reflex tif hi 8 own unbappy experieliCe,
jte Macaulay's taunt tht Il nover was

'l'el, vai<ety inl nitoiotony as that of By-
roll", anid eriouly endngered lus daim to ho

eaiid a rea ibot. iîîilrly the circumtances

R1 8"i lf e 'ti th tierce concentration
hi"8t-If lit th lio (f atlîhat mtade Ijini

asRuskl 1 sOid il the chiof intellectuai force in
'-% a ) R l l t l o f th e i io d er ii ro m a n tic

titfligtat idy în'evented him frein ut-
level we COfplhiensioît that calin and

a ttitUde of lind, whicbi eau alone aflfîrdahai 5 for aiu ade,îuate criticismi of life
teBut1 there i- another test of poetic value-
tepossessin or flot (f titat quaiity of 'l ar-

(iFt ,i l on w bjcb A ristotie, int after bill,

A ll nsists. " Genuine poetry," SaYsArttollid
Ioeçlu113 cOIlIposed in the soul." II Coin-

uO5ed u the so(u]," here at least we have an

.wrote ta ble aructeristie of the inan who

1wbiie we lived and died
""lIvin deuth iu every day,1ouehours we sitili were side by aide,'Nen Where 1 was you tomgtsa

res an ned otgo away.
Reîsfurthest ,can there ho

~ Qiîth ~me hrd-earned lîeart-won home,
leeei0 chaîîgod to sanctuary-

Andr o tay fili inideed jts sue,,
'fore Yt iay wit antd 1 îuay coue

bu ie, 1eY, we have a good assurantce for
1ir elief in the geniinie character of Ros-

netý 1 oetýY- But beforo we consider ita
illpo.t, let us first note thoso aspects iii which

l, ltO atil to excellence. By thus liniit-
'111 ur oypectaf its we salil ho in a better

10tiot judge of bia real inerits.
111 the brast place, we cunniot expect iii Ros-

settls 1lOtry ait interprotation of life suclî as
wte fiid il, the Il w orld"I lIstet . N o ofle woild

of writing of hilm as Pope writes of
YdOlner, thltt.t
tak0,i~tt j1 agoet. fot enough to have

WIJt'in hewhole circleo f the arts, aud the
let0 <C(îî'Pags of nature." Or as Siamiondi

il i ~ uat~<That groat goulus conçeived
iiiss bî" liaginlat ion tite mystories of the

'b3creuttion, and unvojled theni to the0ese (f the astoiibed worldl." Or ais Jolinson
tl of M ilton , h t 4 hr l a o s i o e D rd e o

tiil n 'ta w; l xt: e bad. or s D de n cr fa
ýakt8eare, tîtat hoe of ail Modern and per-

telaraeo Poets had the largest and mont
C 13' 5tVeeis, &oul.",

Rsstti la aiso deficient lu wliat GoetheCil lhe .9architectolica - of poetry. His
FOtWrk Tt House of Life," la a nîere

oect but 1en.ce-~a serjes of individually per-
but ho d OY ilidependent piecea. Not oniy

denldf this fuculty of construction,
coi eera1ly in the sne of proportion s0

AriP1cuous ini the Greek poets, but that whiohi

ttle &s the -9 ery Isou l of poetic comi-
poienth plo &toryI 18 of 'neceasity ah-
'hat thi% fI h"works. Poasibly he thouglit

tlj uncti1 0 , of the pootie art blonged
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mîore eapecialiY te fictiotn in the nineteenth

cexîtury. It lnaut leat certain that lie was net

wantiîlg ln power to portraly actions. Notiîing

could ho more essentiaily dramatic than the

death of Williaxîî the Atbhintg it "The White

Sbip."

He knew ber face anîd lio hourd lier cry,
And hoe aaid, IlPut back She ntust ui-t die 1

Cod oîtly kuows wbore bis soul did wake,
But 1 saw hlm die for bis aster's sake.

W'biie that lîls eye wus nless keen for

sceîîic elfect than thiat of a Gbrock tragedian is

siîown l)y al score of passages lu lus longer

petîs ; not to mention a wlîole ciass that are

notiig but picttires rendered into poetry. But

the îîoetic afflatus is toc intense ever te lust

lontger than in bareiy sutticieîît for a single eîîl-

sode. Tite flumes o'f tue sacrifice hurn so

fiercoly titat tiîey consume the very aitar upon

whiclî tiîey are offered.

Neither is there uniy decided trace-to turn

from the matter of bis pootry te bis mtanuer-

(if the ' fîusciîtutiîîg felicity " of Keats ;still hesa

of the aui rente goulus cf Shakespeare, uvho was

'' niaturaliy iearîîed "; in ioi ivere prescut
"6 ail the imiages cf niature " wiîich hoe drew

" not lahoriouisiy btuckily." Apart frcm in-

ternai ovideuce, we have Michtael Rossetti's

accoutît cf bis brother's poetie înothod. Ac-

cording to Iini, Danîte Rossetti waa a Ilvery

fastidious writer.' Ho wrote, indeed, eut of a

large f und of thought ' which would culutinate

ici a clear impulse or (att we say) an inspira-

tion 'I; but in tbe execution of bis pema

"hoi waa heedfui and reflective froin the firat,

aîtd hoe spared no pains iii clarifying sud per-

fectiîîg.''
Even if we narrow the compariacn aîîd ask

what was luis coutprelteiisioti cf tîte life of the

age, Rossotti's potetry appears equaily inade-

(Juate. Of bis want cf synipatiiy with tts

sctentific aspect 1 bave a1ready written. As

itis brtter renuarks, Il hoe ias anti sciexîtiflo t<>

tite iîîarrow." but this is lu itself an insuffi-

dient reason for tite entiro indlifférentce, alîpar-

eut lu lus works, tît tite progross and travail

cf buntatîity. Lt doos utît Vxcuse the fact that

there are in bis pootry ne lines instinct with

the pride tof matent1l progress, sucli as Tenny-

soi'5

Net in vain tite distance beacous. Forward,
forward, let us range.

Lot tîte great îvorld spin for ever, down the
ringing greovos cf change.

No dry interprotativeocf its spiritual unrest

suci as Brownirig's IlTrutb at any cost "; îîo

figure symipathotic te Engiiud's iif e sucb as

Arnoid's "lWeary Titaît." The reasoît lies

soiely ln the limnitationis of bis ewîî teumpera-

ment. The exclusive spirit which waa shîown

iu bis vboice of associates and ln his matîner

of life la equaily manifostud it the choice cf

bis poetic spbere. Just as Rossetti s nature

wa concentrated. into a single phase cf the

11f e cf art, nc lis poetic tbought iliinited to

a consideration cf that pasasien wbicb appear-

ed to hlm te offer mont sce for the study of

the beautiful in the 111e Of niait.
But wltbln thia aphere Roissetti's pootry

rings true. This limitation ontce recognized,

and there is an end te our disappoiîîtment. W.
fetti that hy bis pootry a door is opened for us

inte the 'l>soui' s phere of infinite images," aud

that, of ail the poot voices, bis voice is Most

near to that sweet utterale wbicli, in lhie owm

uiuequalied line,

1w like a band laid seftly on the soul.
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Dante biad strivon by bis " Vita Nuova " to,
give an altogother higbier and more spiritual

conception of the passion of love to bis

nieditval contomporaries iu bis great epic;

wbile Virgil acts as bis guide. it is Beatrice

thtat inspires aud encourages hlm ln lis mo-

ments of despondency. Rossetti, foliowing lu

the stops of bis master, iikewise interprots the

passion of love, In so doing ho bas brought loto

bis canaîderations the fuiler knowledge and the

wider spiritual experience of the nineteenth

century. Net onlyhbaslie bylbis poetry widen-

ed tbe garnut of biunitil passion, but ie has

întrîduced haîf-tones to whîich the modiioeva

ear must naturaily have been deaf. In parti-

Cular hie itas approacbed a probleni of pecullur

and special interest ut the present tinie-the

endurance of an oarthly union under the

changed. conditions of a future existence. The

cousideration of thîla question was deepened by

tbe circumstancos rnf bis niarriage. Bis owîî
enjoymeiît of wedded life bud been brief. In

sucb love lie recognized the purent and most

perf ect of hl unuan passions-an influence which

-%bove ail else raised the spirit of inen's action.

To think tbat this relationship was only for

eartb, when it was in trutb a foretaste of bea-

ven, rovolted bis ardent nature, and in bis

peetry lue bas endeavoured ne to interpret the

earthly manifestations of this passion as to

demonstrate its fitiîess for the sphere of boa-

ven. To prove the trutb of this belief is the

desire of bis heurt, a desire continually and

eloquently pourod f orth throughout has poetry.

Your beart in neyer akay,,
But ever witiî mine, for ever,
For ever without endeavour.

To-niorrow, love, as to-day;
Two bient hearts nover aatray,

Two souls no power niay sever,
Togetiier, O îny love for ever !

Wlien such a mnotive bas a chief p'aco lu the

presentation of the theme, it foilows tbat Ros-

setti's conception of the passion of love la es-

sentially elevated. The passion whici hoe por-

trays as existing on earth la, indeed, that of a

Man keiy alive to ail sensuous beauties, but

this humt passion is dominated. by the spiri-

tuai eleuueît which in tîte basis on wbicb the

doctrine of tue conitiuuitY of love resta. For

hlm Love's throne uvas not with Il Kindred

powers the heart finds fair,' Truth, Hope,
Fautle, Oblivion, Youth, Life, Deatb,

but far above
Ail passionate wind of weiconio and farewell
Ho sat in breatbless bowers they dream not of.ý

To portray the Manifestations of love in its

Most perfect forni, witlt the niost aubtie feeling

and the richest imagery, to, lutroduce an ele-

ment cf spilitual interpretatiou, to affsert its

continuance iu the aftor-world, la bie chosen

task. For that taik he poasesiod the fuileat

equipument. To bis passionate Icatian nature

and bis unequalled appreciation of the beauti-

fui hoe added a spirit of devotion se deep that

it led hlm upon his wifo's untimeiy death to

hury lu lier grave the volume of pooms lhe bad
resdy for publication. He la nover tired of
assortingthte supremlacy of Love. Sometimes
it ia Love's power to discern and reward the
true soul oit which ho dweiis. So Rose Mary,
after sile bas passed througli scenlea of confliot
ln wbich the electric atmospbere is lightened
ever and anion by flshes of iurid liglitning, ui-
timlately trinnipha over the Beryl-stono, *aud
hears t l e voice of Love aaying

Tbee, true seul. shall tlîy Truth preor
To blesaed Mary's roe-hower:
Warmied and lit lu tiîy place afar
With guerdon-fires of the aweet Love-star
Where hearta cf asteadfast loverds are.


